
MINUTES 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

JUNE 1, 1999                                            5:00 P.M.      COURTHOUSE CONFERENCE ROOM 
 
PRESENT:   C. Evans, B. Blanchard, T. Joseph, M. Lane, G. Totman (arrived at 5:15 p.m.) 
 
STAFF:   K. West, Deputy County Administrator; J. Miller, Fire, Disaster and EMS Coordinator;  
  Lee Shurtleff, Assistant Fire, Disaster and EMS Coordinator; P. Meskill, Sheriff 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
 
 The meeting opened at 5:00 p.m. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. - AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH   
     DUTCH HILL TOWER ANTENNA SYSTEMS, INC. – FIRE   
     COORDINATOR 
 
 It was Moved by Mr. Lane, seconded by Ms. Blanchard.  Ms. Blanchard stated that the Request 
for Proposals (RFP) was sent out nationwide and four responses were received.  One vendor chose not to 
submit a proposal, one was rejected, two were interviewed and Dutch Hill was selected.  Ms. Blanchard 
stated that the $3,000 contingency will provide money in the event that Dutch Hill is asked to provide 
additional services that are not included in the original scope of work.  A voice vote resulted as follows:  
Ayes - 4 (Representatives Evans, Blanchard, Joseph and Lane), Noes - 0, Absent -1 (Representative 
Totman). 
 
 WHEREAS, Tompkins County is evaluating proposed improvements and upgrades to the voice 
radio communications system, including the present microwave configuration, and 
 WHEREAS, the future radio system design will require an undetermined number of radio 
transmitting and receiving sites, and 
 WHEREAS, the County desires a benchmark radio propagation analysis to verify the 
transmitting/receiving facilities necessary to meet radio coverage requirements, and 
 WHEREAS, a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to conduct an independent propagation study 
was sent out, received, and three proposals were evaluated, including interviews, now therefore be it 
 RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, That a contract be executed 
with Dutch Hill Tower Antenna Systems, Inc., to complete such services, and 
 RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator be authorized to execute contracts to 
implement this study for $15,500 with a contingency of $3,000. 
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20 
 
APPROVAL TO SEEK BIDS - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT FLEET MAINTENANCE 
 
 Mr. Meskill stated that the specifications for the fleet maintenance bid remain virtually 
unchanged.  The  only things that have changed are the radius in which the bid will be awarded and the 
number of items that the service station must have in stock has increased from one to two sets.  The 
specifications are on file with the original minutes.  There was lengthy discussion about the decrease in 
miles (15 to 8) in which the service station must be within to obtain the bid and the possibility that some 
may view this as disrimination.  It was the consensus of the Committee to approve the specifications as 
written with the addition of the option for pick-up and delivery of the patrol cars from the Sheriff's 
Department for a six month period with one-year renewals.   There was discussion about the possibility of 
a motor pool for the County.  Ms. West stated that she obtained data in 1997 and will be providing an 
analysis in 1999 showing if this option would be cost effective for the County.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:21 p.m. 
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