
 
SPECIAL MEETING 

 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
FEBRUARY 2, 1999                        5:00 P.M.   COURTHOUSE CONFERENCE ROOM 
 
 
PRESENT: C. Evans, B. Blanchard, P. Penniman, G. Totman, M. Lane 
 
STAFF: J. Miller, L. Shurtleff, Fire, Disaster and EMS; R. Erb, K. West, B. Benjamin, County  
  Administration 
 
GUESTS: P. Penniman, D. Kiefer, Board of Representative's Members 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Chairman Evans called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.   
 
PURCHASE OF AUXILIARY GENERATORS 
 
 Mr. Evans stated the purpose of this meeting is to discuss the justification for the purchase of 
auxiliary generators.  Mr. Miller distributed a hand-out outlining the justification.  This is attached. 
 
 Mr. Miller stated that there is money in the capital project budget to cover the cost of purchasing 
and installing eight generators in the amount of $63,419.04.  He stated that even if the County chooses 
not to build a new system, the existing sites should be improved.  The demand for generators at this time 
is very high and delivery will take eight to twelve weeks.  He stated it is possible to purchase the 
generators under state contract and this will save approximately $20,000.    
 
 Mr. Joseph stated he has concerns about pricing, noting that the price can be driven by y2k 
approaching and it is possible that prices will decrease after next year.    
 
 Ms. Kiefer asked if it is necessary to have a generator at each site, and if it is possible to move 
them from site to site when needed.  Mr. Miller explained that the sites have to run simultaneously and if 
three sites were to go down the entire system would be lost.    He stated that although it is possible to 
move the generators, this is not desired, they are extremely large and heavy, require a concrete pad to be 
set on, and are hooked into the gas lines, etc. 
 
 Ms West stated that committee and board action is not required since the capital project was 
approved.  Mr. Miller stated that he is providing this information as a courtesy to the committee due to the 
amount of money being spent.  Mr. Joseph stated that while it is feasible to purchase the money from the 
capital project, the money was set aside for planning, not to buy just the hardware.  
 
 It was Moved by Mr. Totman, seconded by Ms. Blanchard and unanimously adopted by voice 
vote of members present to approve the purchase and installation of eight auxiliary generators at a cost of 
$63,419.04.   
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF TOWER WORKING GROUP 
 
 Ms. Blanchard stated that she has suggested to Mr.Evans that he appoint a small working group 
to work on the tower issue and continue the planning process.  Mr. Evans appointed Ms. Blanchard and 
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Mr. Shurtleff as co-chairs and left the remaining membership to their discretion.  She stated that at this 
point a very good discussion is taking place. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 Mr. Lane stated that the general manger of Time Warner mentioned at a recent Cable 
Commission meeting that Time Warner has put in a new emergency notification system and mentioned 
that it might be nice to have this included in with the 911 system.  Mayor Cohen stated he would like to 
see it remain in the City.  Mr. Miller stated that both he and the City Fire Chief have tried on several 
occasions to get Time Warner interested in this, but they have never been very receptive.  At this point it 
is a space issue downtown and permission would be needed from the City Fire Chief to place any 
additional equipment in the dispatch center.  Mr. Evans stated this ties in with the issue of consolidating 
E911, at this point the City is not very enthusiastic and because of that the Mayor may be lobbying to 
keep it downtown.    Mr. Lane asked that Mr. Miller contact Mr. Smith at Time Warner to see about 
having this centralized. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jennifer Luu, Administrative Assistant, Board of Representative's office. 


