
ACTION SUMMARY 
Expanded Budget, Capital, and Finance Committee # 10 

October 21, 2009 
Legislature Chambers 

5 p.m. 
 

Present:   W. Burbank, C. Chock, J. Dennis, D. Kiefer, M. Koplinka-Loehr, F. Proto, M. Robertson, P.  
   Mackesey (arrived at 5:20 p.m.) 

 
Excused:  M. Hattery, K. Herrera, L. McBean-Clairborne, D. Randall, N. Shinagawa, M. Sigler G.  
                 Stevenson 

 
Call to Order
 
 Mr. Dennis called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. (7 members present) 
 
 Mr. Dennis reviewed the information distributed. 
 
Resolution – Adoption of Local Law No. a of 2009
 
 It was MOVED by Mr. Koplinka-Loehr, seconded by Ms. Robertson, to approve and submit the 
following resolution to the full Legislature for approval.  A vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  
Ayes – 5 (Robertson, Burbank, Koplinka-Loehr, Kiefer, and Dennis); Noes – 1 (Proto); Temporarily out 
of the room – 1 (Chock); Excused - 8.  RESOLUTION CARRIED. 
 
RESOLUTION NO.     – ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW NO. A OF 2009 – AMENDING  

SECTION 110-2 AND SECTION 110-7 OF THE COUNTY  
   CODE TO INCREASE THE SURCHARGE ON LOCAL  
   TELEPHONE EXCHANGE ACCESS LINES IN THE COUNTY  
   FROM THIRTY-FIVE (35) CENTS TO ONE DOLLAR ($1.00) 

 
WHEREAS, Local Law No. 7 of 1993 imposed a $.35 per month surcharge on telephone access 

lines, and  
WHEREAS, proposed Local Law No. a of 2009 increases said surcharge to $1.00 per month, and   
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held before the Tompkins County Legislature on November 4, 

2009, to hear all person interested in proposed Local Law No. a of 2009, now therefore be it  
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Public Safety and the Expanded Budget, Capital, and 

Finance Committees, That Local Law No. a of 2009 - Amending Section 110-2 and Section 110-7 of the 
County Code to increase the surcharge on local telephone exchange access lines in the County from 
thirty-five (35) cents to one dollar ($1.00) is hereby adopted, 

RESOLVED, further, That the Clerk of the Legislature shall publish in the official newspaper of 
the County a notice of adoption containing a synopsis of said local law and shall within twenty days file 
one certified copy in the Office of the County Clerk, and one copy with the Secretary of State. 
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 
Sheriff’s Department
 
 It was MOVED by Mr. Koplinka-Loehr, seconded by Ms. Chock, to reduce OTR #091 – Vehicle 
Purchase from $90,000 target funding to zero.  A vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  Ayes – 2 
(Chock and Koplinka-Loehr); Noes – 6 (Burbank, Dennis, Kiefer, Mackesey, Proto, and Robertson).  
MOTION FAILED. 
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 It was MOVED by Ms. Robertson, seconded by Mr. Proto, to increase OTR #090 – Deputy 
Sheriff position $10,538 for overtime and fringe expenses as target funding.  A vote by show of hands 
resulted as follows:  Ayes – 4 (Dennis, Kiefer, Proto, and Robertson); Noes – 4 (Burbank, Chock, 
Koplinka-Loehr, and Mackesey).  MOTION FAILED. 
 
Human Services Coalition
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Robertson, seconded by Mr. Burbank, to approve $20,000 as target 
funding for the Coalition to administer to the agencies that requested money and were not given their full 
amount.   
 

Ms. Chock disclosed that she has a personal relationship and is married to the Executive Director 
of the Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services.  She was directed by the County Attorney to abstain from 
voting when funding had a direct impact on that agency.   
 

Mr. Proto believes the motion to be out of order and that OTR #052 should be the next on the list 
to be considered. 
 
 A vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  Ayes – 4 (Burbank, Chock, Kiefer, and Robertson); 
Noes – 4 (Dennis, Koplinka-Loehr, Mackesey, and Proto).  MOTION FAILED. 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Robertson, seconded by Mr. Burbank, to approve $10,000 as target 
funding for the Coalition to administer to the agencies that requested money and were not given their full 
amount.  Ms. Schlather said she would take this back to the review committee.  A vote by show of hands 
resulted as follows:  Ayes – 5 (Burbank, Chock, Kiefer, Mackesey, and Robertson), Noes – 3 (Dennis, 
Koplinka-Loehr, and Proto).  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Robertson, seconded by Ms. Kiefer, to add $37,860 as target funding to 
several Human Services agencies in order to increase specific salaries that are currently being paid below 
a livable wage.  The Human Services Coalition will have the responsibility for distributing these funds to 
the appropriate agencies.   
 

Ms. Chock again disclosed her personal relationship as described above, and stated the Ithaca 
Neighborhood Housing Services is not included in this category.   

 
A vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  Ayes – 4 (Burbank, Chock, Kiefer, and Robertson); 

Noes – 4 (Dennis, Koplinka-Loehr, Mackesey, and Proto).  MOTION FAILED. 
 
It was MOVED by Ms. Robertson, seconded by Mr. Burbank, to approve the following multi-

year (three-year increments) funding to several Human Services agencies in order to increase specific 
salaries that are currently being paid below livable wage:  First year - $12,620, Second year - $12,872, 
and Third year - $13,129. 

 
A vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  Ayes – 3 (Burbank, Kiefer, and Robertson); Noes – 

5 (Chock, Dennis, Koplinka-Loehr, Mackesey, and Proto).  MOTION FAILED. 
 
Recess
 
 Mr. Dennis declared recess at 6:14 p.m.  The meeting reconvened at 6:21 p.m. 
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Probation and Community Justice Department
 
 It was MOVED by Mr. Koplinka-Loehr, seconded by Ms. Robertson, and unanimously adopted 
by voice vote, to amend OTR #089 – Keyboard Specialist by reducing the target funding by $27,108 and 
making $22,229 one-time funding.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 It was MOVED by Mr. Koplinka-Loehr, seconded by Ms. Kiefer, and unanimously adopted by 
voice vote, to restore OTR #087 – Transition Workforce Specialist (Jail Re-Entry Initiative/Transition 
Services – 0.5 FTE) at $28,843 as target funding.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Burbank, to restore OTR #088 – Security Officer 
(Community Justice Center – 0.5 FTE) at $24,737 as target funding and return rollover in the same 
amount to the General fund.  A vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  Ayes – 3 (Burbank, Kiefer, 
and Robertson); Noes – 5 (Chock, Dennis, Koplinka-Loehr, Mackesey, and Proto).  MOTION FAILED.  
 
Rural Libraries
 
 It was MOVED by Mr. Koplinka-Loehr, seconded by Mr. Proto, to earmark $20,003 
(OTR #030 – Lansing Library – To maintain and expand service to patrons) as target funding in 
the Contingent Fund pending receipt of a plan.  A vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  Ayes 
– 3 (Dennis, Koplinka-Loehr, and Proto); Noes – 5 (Burbank, Chock, Kiefer, Mackesey, and Robertson).  
MOTION FAILED. 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Chock, seconded by Ms. Kiefer, to restore OTR’s #028-033 – Rural 
Libraries (including Finger Lakes Library System) for $10,300 as target funding (to be divided between 
the rural libraries and the Finger Lakes Library System).  A vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  
Ayes – 6 (Burbank, Chock, Dennis, Kiefer, Mackesey, and Proto); Noes – 2 (Koplinka-Loehr and 
Robertson).  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Planning Department 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Kiefer, seconded by Ms. Chock, to approve $8,178 in target funding for 
advisory board administrative support.  A vote by show of hands resulted as follow:  Ayes – 6 (Burbank, 
Chock, Dennis, Kiefer, Proto, and Robertson); Noes – 2 (Koplinka-Loehr and Mackesey).  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
Cooperative Extension 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Burbank, to approve the request of $16,700 as 
target funding in OTR #036 – 2.25% cost of living increase for staff, or to be used to reduce staff layoff; 
or a combination of.  A vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  Ayes – 7 (Burbank, Chock, Dennis, 
Kiefer, Mackesey, Proto, and Robertson); Noes – 1 (Koplinka-Loehr).  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Planning Department (Continued)
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Robertson, seconded by Ms. Kiefer, to approve $16,285 as target funding 
for planning studies (including cash match for grants) supporting implementation of the Comprehensive 
Plan, such as Energy and Greenhouse Gas emissions projects for utilizing biomass for heating in rural 
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areas, or a program to facilitate energy efficiency improvements in residential dwellings and small 
businesses.   
 
 The question was called and a vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  Ayes – 5 (Burbank, 
Dennis, Kiefer, Koplinka-Loehr, and Proto); Noes – 3 (Chock, Mackesey, and Robertson).  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
 A vote by show of hands resulted as follows on the motion to approve $16,285:  Ayes – 3 
(Burbank, Kiefer, and Robertson); Noes – 5 (Chock, Dennis, Koplinka-Loehr, Mackesey, and Proto).  
MOTION FAILED. 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Robertson, seconded by Mr. Burbank, to approve $16,285 as one-time 
funding for planning studies (including cash match for grants) supporting implementation of the 
Comprehensive Plan, such as Energy and Greenhouse Gas emissions projects for utilizing biomass for 
heating in rural areas, or a program to facilitate energy efficiency improvements in residential dwellings 
and small businesses.   
 
 A vote by show of hands resulted as follows on the motion to approve $16,285:  Ayes – 3 
(Burbank, Kiefer, and Robertson); Noes – 5 (Chock, Dennis, Koplinka-Loehr, Mackesey, and Proto).  
MOTION FAILED. 
 
Recess
 
 Mr. Dennis declared recess at 7:15 p.m.  The meeting reconvened at 7:20 p.m. 
 
District Attorney 
 
 Ms. Wilkinson, District Attorney, presented an overview of her Department’s operations and 
2008 budget submission. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 


	Rural Libraries 
	Planning Department 
	Cooperative Extension 
	Recess 
	District Attorney 
	Adjournment 



