	RESOLUTION NO. 02-2006  -
	RESOLUTION ON THE CITY LEASH LAW RESCISSION FOR THE FESTIVAL LANDS


Whereas, the City of Ithaca Common Council has voted to rescind its leash law effective December 1, 2006 for its Festival Lands contiguous with the Allan H. Treman State Marine Park, and

Whereas, no environmental review has been planned or conducted to determine the environmental impacts of such change of law, and

Whereas, Common Council has directed its Board of Public Works to determine the rules and regulations of off-leash dog usage of the Festival Lands, and

Whereas, dating back to 1970 the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council (EMC) has worked collaboratively with the City of Ithaca and subsequently with the Treman State Marine Park to establish grassland nesting areas on both properties, has designated the adjacent Hog Hole a Unique Natural Area, and assisted the State Park to establish its master plan which includes protection for the grasslands and the protected shoreline habitat, and

Whereas, the EMC is deeply concerned about the lack of SEQR review and the potential impacts of off-leash dogs on the grassland nesting areas on Festival and State Parks lands, the adjacent Hog Hole Unique Natural Area, human visitors to the State Park, and the migratory birds that frequent the shoreline habitat of the State Park, now therefore be it
Resolved that the EMC urges the Ithaca Common Council and the Board of Public Works to conduct a full environmental review of the action in accordance with state SEQR law, and

Further Resolved the EMC strongly recommends that any off-leash area be completely enclosed with a fence to protect the grasslands nesting areas, Hog Hole and the shoreline bird habitat.

Date:  November 8, 2006

	Voting In Favor:  16   
	Voting Against:  0   
	Abstentions:  0         


