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Presentation Overview

1. Background and Actions to Date
2. Looking Ahead
3. What You Can Do

Roxanna Johnston, City of Ithaca Sharon Anderson, CCE-Tompkins
Watershed Coordinator and Cayuga Inlet Hydrilla Task Force
Cayuga Inlet Hydrilla Task Force www.ccetompkins.org/nydrilla



http://www.ccetompkins.org/hydrilla�

Hydn"a verticillatum =

World’s most invasive plants
Won't “runs its course”
Spread by humans

Cayuga Inlet 8/11
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Linderman Creek

August 6, 2011




ate of Growth in Linderman Creek
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.~ How Did Hydrilla Get Here?

»

sy e s
gt :1"-}’ J
[ el h“_

Boat

Trailer




e —

=@

Fall 2011 Surveys

Dense populations: R
Farmer’s Market docks N
Cascadilla Creek m\
Dragon Boat launch/Cass Park f
Cornell University Boathouse
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Rooted fragments
throughout inlet channel

Small fragments
found Iin lake.




Two Key Features - .
Turions

~—— Tubers

Hydrifla verticiflata turions
Photo by David Sutton
Copyright 1797 University of Florida




Why should we be worried?

Ecological Impacts
Shades out native plants
Oxygen deficits kill fish
Reduces habitat quality

Potential blue-green algae outbreaks
e R

1 year




Economic Impacts

Impedes boating, fishing & swimming
Cripples tourism & property values
Costs millions to manage
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Hydrilla infestation I A
Withlacoocheg River, Florida o Ry A
Photo by Brian Nelson v N,

Copyright 1997 Southwest Flu-rula w-mrmmm'ict

3-5 years?







INVASION CURVE <7 *

management ONL

Public awareness typically begins

Eradication UNLIKEY,
intense effort required

Introduction
/ Prgvention or







Plant re-growth &
Intact roots




Options
Limited




¢ Goal = Eradication

Long-term battle :

*Repeated herbicide applications
*Research on the plant in Cayuga
eSustained community support

-Long-term monitoring




2012 —

* 3 herbicide
treatments

» Coordinated
efforts N/S

- Boat Stewards




What Can We Do?

Write elected officials

Spread the word, not the plant
Neighbors

Marinas

Learn more

Get Trained; May workshops
ccetompkins.org/hydrilla




What can boaters do?

Avoid

Remove

Discard STOP AQUATIC
HITCHHIKERS!"

Clean and dry

Prevent the transport of nuisance species
(Clean all recreational equipment.

Plant fragments can survive




Boaters & Property Owners

Around docks & launch sites:
Carefully remove
Dry

Compost and yard waste

STOP AQUATIC
HITCHHIKERS!"

revent the transport of nuisance species
Clean all recreational equipment.
NWW. Prote 0 Yaters.ne
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