
Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting

Date:		July 9, 2015 
Time:		4:00pm
Location:	Old Jail Conference Room, 125 E. Court St.

Attendees:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	A
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	A
	At-Large

	Ben Carver
	P
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	A
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline



	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Gary Stewart
	A
	At-Large

	Ron Szymanski
	A
	Village of Freeville

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Jose Lozano
	A
	Associate Member

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant



Guests in attendance: 

Call to Order– The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:00 pm.

Approval of Minutes – June draft meeting minutes were approved by consensus, to include: Privilege of the Floor - Tom Seaney, Owner of the Dewitt Park Inn, handed out an information sheet and spoke in favor of Franklin Properties as the developer for the Old Library site. He went on to note that this proposed project will retain the embodied energy by using the current concrete and steel foundation, Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson apologized to committee members for failing to notify them of the previous canceled UNA meeting, and Executive Committee - Steve Nicholson reported that he attended the New York State Association of Environmental Management Council’s meeting and will report further at the following EMC meeting were included. Final minutes will be posted on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc. 

Energy Report – Brian Eden reported that the 49-page Request for Proposals for Solar Tompkins was issued last week and can be found at www.solartompkins.org. Board selection is in progress to appoint a Program Director, to follow with the approval of county planning. The Heat Smart program is slated to start on August 1st.  Meetings have taken place with Frost Travis of Travis Hyde Developers regarding his proposal of the Old Library, and some of the misconceptions regarding heat loads. A meeting with Mayor Myrick to go over the comments on the proposals for the Old Library is expected at a later date.  In order to consider the City of Ithaca’s tax abatement policy, Mayor Myrick will be appointing a committee to consider whether the energy efficiency of buildings should factor in the developmental review or State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR).  Energy and Economic Development Taskforce and Tompkins County Area Development had their first meeting on June 30th. Both groups have been working in collaboration in order to reconcile concerns about greenhouse gas reductions goals with economic development in the community.  The Energy Roadmap Steering Committee met this week and will meet again next week to go over their vision for renewable energy in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050. The scenarios will be available for public review within a month, followed by a plan in 2016 that aims to effectively reduce the emissions by 2% per year. Brian went on to report on the demonstration his group plans on presenting to NYSEG and Iberdrola regarding the goals for the Revised Energy Vision (REV). Their plan aims to create a new revenue stream for the utilities that will work for both groups. This community energy coordination plans will develop a scalable and revocable process to leverage community scale solar or what Brian described as a utility scale Solar Tompkins.  Fossil Free Tompkins had a rally at the Community School for Music and Arts where they thanked Assemblyman Lifton for her support in sponsoring a letter to Governor Cuomo. The letter supported community transition assistance, rather than the bailing out of coal plants, and was signed by nearly 70 legislators. The Geothermal petition by change.org was also sent to Governor Cuomo.  The SEQR findings statement for high volume hydraulic fracturing was issued on June 29, officially prohibiting fracking in New York State. Members concerns centered on whether the fracking ban will be indefinite.   Brian announced the picnic that took place at Cass Park with the members of Environmental Social Justice and Labor and noted the various people with different interests that attended.  Members discussed the possibility for changing part 3 of the SEQR process in order to rate proposals for energy efficiency.  

Environmental Review – John Dennis reported that he recently Foiled the SPDES permit for the Cargill Salt mines. He went on to note that one outfalls’ daily maximum for cyanide was listed not to exceed 1.1 parts per million, while the other two outfalls use a daily average not to exceed 0.1 parts per million. Questions centered on why one area would be allowed to release an order of magnitude more than the others as well as whether there is continuous monitoring to determine if these measures are being enforced.   Brian Eden reported on the presentation on the Mitigation Remediation of Coal Combustion Residual at the Cayuga Power Plant site that he and John Dennis presented to the Water Resources Council. He went on to note that the members of Water Resources Council discussed writing a letter supporting their efforts. Suggestions for budget funding for the monitoring of the site were made.   Brian announced the Pesticide Use local Law Resolution 02-2015 will be presented to PEEQ on July 15th, and noted a similar bill that passed in Westchester County.  Brian went on to report on the efforts of Tom Whitlow, Professor of Horticulture at Cornell University on the diversion of stormwater out of the watershed and reducing sediment loads. Tom is currently looking for location for potential sediment reduction projects.  The Environmental Review Committee is also working with Professor of Natural Resources at Cornell University, Bernd Blossey, on deer nuisance problems, and will be setting up programs in September for the City and Town of Ithaca, as well as the Conservation Board and the Conservation Advisory Council.   Dooley Kiefer announced that the Water Quality Strategy Committee has included tracking the SPDES permit violations at the Cayuga Power Plant as a possible action item to be included in the Strategy.  Vladimir Micic announced that Bernd Blossey was invited to present on deer management on September 3rd at 5:30 pm, at the Town of Ithaca’s Conservation Board meeting, and encouraged members to attend,  an additional presentation will take place September 14th for the City of Ithaca. 

Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson reported that the UNA Committee submitted a budget for 2016 for $4,500 to pay for the consultation of 30 additional Unique Natural Areas to include a small budget for public outreach. Scott Doyle recommended that their committee’s focus for the year should be on the work, to follow with public outreach the following year. 

Staff Report – Scott Doyle reported on the article in the Ithaca Voice on the environmental activism efforts of former EMC member Martha Ferger. He went to provide an update on the Belle School property in the Town of Caroline that has been withheld from auction, and discussed next steps in pursuing the long term conservation of the site. An additional property located in Freeville was withheld from auction and sold to Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services for the advancement of regional affordable housing options.  Multiple applications are being drafted for the Consolidated Funding Application processes which were being finalized at the County level for submission by month end, status on funding should be known by fall. Scott went on to report on the meetings that he and Jose Lozano attended recently regarding Ithaca College’s interest in developing an environmental index that would potentially allow for comparisons against other communities. 

Review of the Annual Report – Jennifer Turner asked members to provide feedback and or edits on the 2014 Environmental Management Council Annual Report, and reminded members that the Annual Report for the Environmental Review Committee is the final piece needed to complete the report. 

EMC Communication Guidelines – Scott Doyle provided a brief overview on the Communication Guidelines and offered members the opportunity to comment and or ask questions. Clarification on guideline #2 was discussed as the Chairperson having the ability to nominate a spokesperson who would be designated to speak on behalf of the EMC in the event of his absence. Members discussed the committee structure and whether or not a comment or letter of support should go out with the Environmental Management Council’s letterhead without the full support of the council. Members suggested creating separate letterhead for the Environmental Review Committee with clarifying language in the communication guidelines that would be clear if the correspondence is on behalf of the full council or a committee of the Environmental Management Council.       

State Association of Environmental Management Council’s Conference -- Planning Session – Steve Nicholson reported on the annual conference open to the public for the New York State Environmental Management Council and Conservation Advisory Councils that will take place October 16 and 17. Members discussed the itinerary and possible ideas and presenters for the conference. Climate change, coal and nuclear plant issues, fracking emissions, and community transmission assistance were noted as strong topics for focus and Anthony Ingraffea, Barbara Lifton and Gay Nicholson were suggested presenters. Members discussed the importance of topics such as stream monitoring and bio-gas, and noted that it may potentially serve as new information to visitors outside the county. Unique Natural Areas and Natural Resources Inventories were noted as additional topics of interest. Stormwater management, waste management, invasive species, deer management, zoning and building codes issues were also noted. Tom Shelley reported that the next step in creating the itinerary will be to create two tracks for Friday. Steve Nicholson noted that securing sponsors and finalizing the event itinerary will be the last steps in the event planning; further event coordination or suggestions were requested via email.  
 
Members questioned whether there is a central location for statewide regulations for the implementation of projects in renewable energy. It was discussed that the each municipality is responsible for their area zoning and in order to qualify for NYSERDA’s tax incentives, a number of conditions must be met. A model ordinance was suggested as a tool for basic information related to information on a particular project.

Member Items – Dooley Kiefer discussed the EMC’s 2007 proposal for Tompkins County to have their own threshold on the Department of Environmental Conservation’s State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) regulations that was unsuccessful. She suggested that the council may want to reconsider that proposal given the number of projects currently underway. The Environmental Review Committee will include it on an upcoming agenda.

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:35 PM

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
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