






Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting

Date:		June 11, 2015 
Time:		4:00pm
Location:	Bolton Point Municipal Water Systems – 1402 East Shore Drive

Attendees:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	A
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	A
	At-Large

	Ben Carver
	P
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Daniel Kopcow
	P
	At-Large

	Jim McGarry
	E
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline



	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	A
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	E
	Ithaca CAC

	Linda Spielman
	A
	Village of  Dryden

	Gary Stewart
	A
	At-Large

	Ron Szymanski
	A
	Village of Freeville

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Jose Lozano
	P
	Associate Member

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant





Guests in attendance: Susan Riley, Assistant Director of Government Relations at Cornell University, Sara Davis, Tom Seaney

Call to Order– The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:00 pm.

Privilege of the Floor – Tom Seaney, Owner of the Dewitt Park Inn, handed out an information sheet and spoke in favor of Franklin Properties as the developer for the Old Library site. He went on to note that this proposed project will retain the embodied energy by using the current concrete and steel foundation.

Approval of Minutes – May draft meeting minutes were approved by consensus with friendly amendments. Final minutes will be posted on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc. 

Bolton Point Presentation – Michael Newman opened the presentation by introducing himself as the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners for the Southern Cayuga Lake Intermunicipal Water Commission, and Joan Foote, as the General Manager of Bolton Point Water System. He went on to provide background on the facility, noting that Bolton Point produces 2 to 3 million gallons of water daily and has 20 employees. 

The Commission was founded in1974, two years before the facility opened, and has representatives from Towns of Dryden, Ithaca, Lansing, and Villages of Lansing, and Cayuga Heights. Each municipality has 2 representatives, one being an elected official.

Bolton Point Tour - Joan Foote led the group on a tour, noting the new additions to the administrative offices on their 2nd floor and preceded to take the group down to tour the chemical storage room, flocculation tanks, settling tanks, filter tanks, control room and a pump room. For more information on the Bolton Point Facility visit: http://www.boltonpoint.org/aboutus.html

[bookmark: _GoBack]Energy Report – Brian Eden reported on the newly created Energy and Economic Development Task Force consisting of fifteen members chaired by Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director of the Sciencenter. The Task Force resulted from an agreement between the Planning Department and Tompkins Area Development to study the opportunities for the County to achieve both its economic development and greenhouse gas emission goals and to demonstrate that pursuing both objectives simultaneously was possible.  The Energy Roadmap Steering Committee finished the first draft of their report. It sets forth a vision for the County to achieve its greenhouse gas emission reduction goals of 80% by 2050. The report will be used when updating the County’s Energy Strategy in 2016. The full document will be available for public review by the end of summer.  Brian went on to report that the EMC’s Geothermal Energy Systems Tax Credit resolution was passed by the County Legislature and has since been adopted by the New York State Assembly. The bill is now awaiting the Governor’s signature.  The Residential Energy Score Project (RESP) that was funded by the Cleaner Greener program is progressing toward a final report. RESP will provide a means for scoring the energy performance of local homes which will better inform potential home buyers.  Tompkins County was noted as being the only municipality in the region selected for Iberdrola’s REV demonstration project, the Energy Smart Community. This project will focus on integrated distributed system planning and facilitated market engagement for grid efficiency and reliability.  The Industrial Development Agency is meeting tonight (June 11) to vote on the proposed tax abatement for the Hilton Canopy Hotel. Several individuals had noted at the public hearing the insufficiency of the buildings energy plan.  At an earlier information meeting on the proposed Tompkins Financial office building on Seneca St. Brian requested a meeting with the project team. Greg Hartz, President and Chief Executive Officer of Tompkins Trust Company agreed to meet with the Solutions Group.  He went on to note a recent Energy and Equity presentation on how income inequality, racial tensions, and increasing climate disruptions are related to one another.   Fossil Free Tompkins will be having a rally at Dewitt Park on Saturday June 27th at 1:00 p.m. Concerns were expressed with the Renewable Portfolio Standard being replaced with a market driven process through the Clean Energy Fund.  Brian Eden went on to report on the Energy Democracy Alliance which is currently working on creating community shared solar projects for people of middle and lower income. Solar Tompkins has reissued their Request for Qualifications for the Program Director for its HeatSmart initiative with a due date of June 23rd. This organization will soon issue a Request for Proposals seeking installer partners for its program of building energy improvements to be supplemented with either air-source or ground-source heat pumps.  The City and Town of Ithaca have approved the PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) program, which provides loans to commercial properties to update their facilities energy efficiency.    He went on to report on the Assembly bill that promotes 100% renewable energy by 2030 advocated for by the Green Education and Legal Fund.  Steve Nicholson reported on the group of congregations that are looking for 3 acres of land near a 3 phase electrical line for the construction of a community solar farm and encouraged members to spread the word.
	
Environmental Review – John Dennis opened his report by discussing concerns with the Public Service Commission’s net-metering law in New York State. He suggested that the Environmental Review Committee take the lead on drafting a letter proposing the Public Service Commission allow homeowners and small business owners to produce more than 105% of their annual consumption of electricity. Increased intermittent power to the grid was discussed as a possible reason for the law as it was noted that there is a 15% maximum load for solar which is currently at 2%.  Comments were submitted to the Tompkins County Health Department regarding the proposed construction of eight duplex units on a 3- acre parcel on Asbury Road. Their committee expressed their concerns with both plans for 3 drinking water wells and proximity to separate sewage disposals on site. Scott Doyle updated the council on the response from the Health Department disapproving the plan due to the back-up field being too close to the well. The applicant now has the option to send an updated plan and clarify on the details in the SEQR documents.  John Dennis reported that the geologist that previously reviewed the coal ash landfill may be visiting Ithaca, and will keep members updated on those plans.  Concerns with stormwater run-off behind the Ithaca Mall by the guard rail were mentioned and further discussion centered on proposing permeable paving to developers.  Brian Eden announced an upcoming program at Cornell Cooperative Extension on June 15th at 6:30, “Turning Your Garden into Beneficial Habitat for Bees”.   He went on to report that he and John Dennis will be presenting at the upcoming Water Resources Council on the mitigation and remediation of contamination at the Cayuga Power Plant.   Jose Lozano discussed the microgrid project currently undergoing the feasibility process for the Ithaca Area Waste Water Treatment Facility and mentioned a possible collaboration with the City of Ithaca and Cornell University.

Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson apologized to committee members for failing to notify them of the previous canceled UNA meeting.

State Association of Environmental Management Council’s Conference Committee – Steve Nicholson made note of the ongoing progress with the upcoming conference, detailed updates will be provided next month.

Executive Committee - Steve Nicholson reported that he attended the New York State Association of Environmental Management Council’s meeting and will report further at the following EMC meeting.

Staff Report – Scott Doyle mentioned the upcoming EPA webinar on air monitoring training and circulated information on how to access it. Scott then circulated the Environmental Management Council’s “Communication Guidelines” and summarized the distinct role of the Chairperson and their need to be representative of the group at large. 

Pesticide Use Reduction Local Law Resolution 02-2015 – Brian Eden moved Resolution 02-2015: Recommending that the Tompkins County Legislature Adopt a Pesticide Use Reduction Local Law, seconded by Pegi Ficken. The resolution was approved unanimously, with 6 member votes in favor. 

Member Items – Peter Harriott announced that after 15 years on the council, he will be resigning from the Environmental Management Council due to ongoing health issues that are affecting his attendance. 


Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:34 PM.  




Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
Approved by Council on July 9, 2015
