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Guests in attendance: John Hertzler, Town of Ulysses Town Board, Incoming EMC Member
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:05 PM.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under Privilege of the Floor.  

Approval of Minutes – The November draft minutes were accepted with a change to Dooley’s report for the Energy Committee. Updated information shows groups opposition to redacted information in relation to the Cayuga Repowering Proposal and Public Service Commission.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Presenter: Finger Lakes Region, NYSOPRHP – Fred Bonn, Director – Fred introduced himself as a lifelong resident of Tompkins County appointed in July to his dream job as the Regional Director of the New York State Parks - Finger Lakes Region. He noted his previous role as head of Convention and Visitors Bureau which he held for 14 years. He felt that the local State Parks define who we are in the Finger Lakes. Fred went on in providing an update on the storm damage at Treman State park. He said that damage is extensive to the gorge trail, but he’s aiming to have the trail reopened by Memorial Day 2014. He also mentioned that during the course of the summer they have to regularly close the Park swimming areas largely due to excessive turbidity and E. Coli. Lucia asked for data on how regular these closures occur. Fred said that about 7 years ago the Department of Health started requiring testing for swimming and if it rains 7/10th of inch – swimming is typically closed. So there is some regularity to those closures. He went on to discuss Allen Treman Marina and  final aspects of the natural area master plan which is planned for 2014. Fred will provide EMC added information on what this planning effort entails. He also noted that a 17 panel solar array is planned for the north end of parking lot which will serve as both an educational opportunity and energy opportunity. He further noted that Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) dollars have been obtained for hydrilla management at the marina. Fred further discussed the added emphasis on invasive management at the Marina using a program called FORCES. It’s a student club based program with invasive removal and documentation. Students from SUNY-ESF and Wells College are lined up to participate and he is hoping to work with Cornell and Ithaca College students on this as well. Fred then discussed deer management in the State Parks specifically in the form of bow hunt harvesting. He noted the significant problems with deer ticks in the Parks and said that State Parks is considering an education program related to tick awareness and Lyme disease. Brian Eden mentioned the work in Letchworth State Park in terms of deer management and indicated he could connect Fred with the individuals working on this issue. Fred also discussed the sentinel oaks program that Lynn Bogan is working on in Buttermilk Falls which is assisted by the New Horizons program. Another initiative Fred discussed is the reduction in the amount of mowing throughout the Parks. He went on to discuss the Taughannock Falls State Park overlook rennovation which will include much more defined parking spaces, a comfort station which will hopefully have a green roof and other green infrastructure components. John Dennis asked about permeable pavers for use in the Village of Lansing. Fred noted Seneca Lake State Park’s recent use of these pavers and told John he’ll provide him added details on this. Continuing on with Taughannock Falls, he noted that they are also working with Trumansburg and Ulysses in establishing their second water supply involving aspects of the State Park. Brian asked where pumps would be located. Fred said the pumps would be down on north or south point and the most prominent component would be a new holding tank located across from the overlook area which should not be noticeable. He then discussed the Black Diamond Trail (BDT) easement work has been finalized. Carolyn asked about the final trail surfacing. Fred said that crushed stone will be the final surface which should be same as the Catherine Valley Trail. The BDT should be completed by this time next year. Fred wrapped up his discussion with announcements on the 2014 summer concert series. Jim McGarry asked questions about the railroad tressel above the gorge near Trumansburg and if that would be restored as a part of the BDT work. Fred thought this could be a great opportunity for the Town, MPO, and Village. Tom Shelley also asked about the woody invasives in the park like Hemlock Woody Adelgid. Fred indicated that Parks is actively surveying for these pests. Brian also asked about dredging concerns and State Parks. Fred voiced his support for dredging in any aspect that he could in the State Parks role. Brian voiced concern that he had over how dredging was proceeding and expressed interest in having the EMC involved in any future discussions of dredging. 
Committee Reports – Energy – Brian noted that the City of Ithaca Energy Action Plan has been adopted by Common Council. Carolyn described the process and its detailed implementation aspects. She said that the City has been very resistant to the implementation language in the plan and voted to soften this section. She went on to say that there is also a part-time sustainability planner position in the 2014 budget along with adoption of this plan. Brian noted the Town of Ithaca is finalizing its Energy Action Plan as well. He went on to discuss the committee’s work in advancing municipal tools for advancing energy measures (ie – consistent solar permitting), the Town of Ithaca Cleaner Greener Grant for Energy Rating disclosure notice, and the need for New York State to adopt advanced energy codes. Brian then announced the Solarize Tompkins just received the 2014 program funds through a Park Foundation grant which would allow the program to run countywide. He concluded in saying that there is daily activity related to the repowering proposal and process. Environmental Review – John reported on the ERC comments on the potential creation of the State Forest in the Town of Lansing. He was hoping the Town does not rescind their support for the purchase in 2014. He indicated 185 letters in support of the State Forest formation and 10 opposed. Steve noted the EMC’s ability to take ownership to land as a little known component of its Charter. Jim McGarry discussed the ERC draft comment letter of the proposed invasive species regulation which was largely complementary but took issue with the Sea Lamprey listing. Scott indicated he would help get the final correspondence out including to the Legislature. John further noted that Distributed Sun, who is helping Cornell develop the Snyder Road solar array site, is also developing plans for solar array on Harford Road. They are more seriously nvestigating sheep to maintain growth at that location. ERC has concerns about the lack of vegetation on these sites. Gas Drilling – Martha reported that Town of Groton is coming close to approving a moratorium. She felt that seeing that Groton is close to passing a moratorium shows the growing interest in resisting fracking in our region. UNA – Steve noted the meeting the group had this week. He said that the committee is pretty close to finalizing UNA boundary adjustments which they plan on bringing to full EMC in February. He also noted that just received a letter from Cornell Real Estate opposing proposed boundary changes at Sapsucker Woods. Plastic Bag Committee – Brian reported that the group met with the Planning Committee of the Legislature and discussed the work they have been involved with. He wasn’t pleased with how the discussion went but noted that they also provided the committee a list of the 167 municipalities that have passed bans to date. He further noted that the NYSDEC just recognized the Town of Southampton for their bag ban. He felt they were unlikely to bring this to committee until February 2014. Executive – Brian said that they were a couple months ahead on speakers for 2014 including: Event Composting (January), Save the Rain – Onondaga County (February), Climate Program, Food Hub, and Darrick Evensen’s findings on perceptions of shale gas drilling. Lucia added interest in hearing about Renovus’ new Weaver Wind Division in a presentation.
Municipal Report – Ulysses – Lucia reported that 6-year process of developing its lakeshore/conservation zoning is coming to a close. They’ve had a lot of opposition on the proposed ordinance – she felt that some of this has made the zoning better, some has just been divisive. Lucia indicated that next Tuesday, December 17th was the final scheduled Town Board vote on the proposed zoning. City of Ithaca – Tom Shelley indicated that Jesse Hill is the new Chair of the CAC. Tom went on to note the interest of the CAC in pursuing a stream buffer and steep slope ordinances in the City. Carolyn reported that a lease was signed to protect the Community Garden, but expressed some concerns about how the lease was structured. She also discussed concerns over the potential sale of land connected with an alienation proceeding near the Inlet between Floral and the Railroad. EMC discussed large concern over this bid process and wanted to follow this process closely. Tom also noted interest at the City in consolidating all the environmental committees. Village of Dryden – Martha reported the Village will be increasing water rates by 20% to cover infrastructure improvements. She also asked about GeoEngineeringWatch.org information that was available at the Village Post office. No one expressed knowledge of what this group specifically does. Village of Cayuga Heights – Brian provided update on the water sampling process at water treatment plant and a local resolution to DEC to apply for nuisance permits. Lucia asked about any updated on the joint wastewater treatment plant and the microorganisms affected. No one knew the details related to that. Another question arose about the Village of Trumansburg’s work in dealing with outfall issues. Lucia said that the Village is going to have to bond to upgrade plant. John also reported on reading about the history of Milliken Station and their own water treatment plant. He was surprised to learn this and further expressed concerns over how this plant treats coal ash. 
Staff Report – Scott first reported on administrative items including the fact that the planning department has just hired a new administrative staff to assist the EMC. He went on to remind members about expiring seats and the application process. On the planning side of things Scott reported on the approaching closing of the Jerry Dell Farm Purchase of Development Rights Easement and the nearly 2500 acres of farmland that have been protected through this program. He concluded in saying that the County Comprehensive Planning update process continues and he’ll be looking for input from the EMC on some issues including the Natural Features section.
Nominating Committee – Darrick Evenson said that the committee nominated Steve again as Chair of the EMC. Steve asked for any other nomination from the floor. Hearing none, the nominating committee, through Darrick, moved that Steve Nicholson continue as Chair of the EMC in 2014. This motion was seconded by Pegi Ficken. All voted in favor of this motion. There were no abstentions nor votes in opposition. 

Preferred Meeting Locale or Time – There was some discussion about where the group would meet in 2014. Brian indicated that some people indicated interest in meeting Downtown and we have a space in the Old Jail tentatively reserved. There wasn’t any strong feeling about location. Margaret did discuss the concern in ending meetings on time no matter where they were located. Dooley asked about the duration of meetings recalling that meetings used to be held for two hours. Steve indicated this was adjusted last year. Brian said he was hoping the group could meet at Sustainabilty Center in January and in either February or March meeting at Wastewater Plant. 
Member Items – Darrick Evensen noted that he was stepping down for EMC this month but indicated he would be happy to come back to report on his dissertation on perception of shale gas drilling at a future meeting.
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:47 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Scott D. Doyle, Senior Planner
Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on January 9, 2014
