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Guests in attendance: Mina Amundsen
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:05 PM.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under Privilege of the Floor.  

Cornell Master Plan Presentation – Mina Amundsen, University Planner from Cornell was in attendance to discuss the Cornell Master Plan, with a particular focus on land use. She indicated that she’s transitioning to a different position at Cornell and noted that David Cutter, University Landscape Architect who could not attend today’s meeting will be the appropriate contact for any follow up questions. Mina began by saying one of the struggles in the planning effort was figuring out how they were going to incorporate sustainability in the plan and they ultimately decided to integrate it throughout. The campus master plan is based on a long-term vision of what the Ithaca campus can look and feel 30-60 years from now, beyond just buildings. She showed the group pictures of campus in its early days and surrounding community and then showed pictures of that same area in 2008. A few observations she noted included, the considerable increase in the number of trees on campus today as well as the outward, denser development of campus. She said that many throughout the process noted the contrast in the quads and interest in providing better connections between those major nodes. For instance, the Vet school indicated feeling isolated and had interest in a better tie to activity centers on campus. The plan established the “Town-County Line” concept in which development and redevelopment should occur within. One of the areas identified for redevelopment and densification is the area around Alumni Fields and Wing Drive. Other interesting notes included the concept of the “regional campus” of CALS whose work goes far beyond the built campus; the importance of the diverse housing options in Collegetown, Downtown and East Hill plaza which keeps with the urban/rural character of the area; the goal of no increasing parking beyond existing levels; improving the clarity of on-campus bus routes and the simultaneous development of TGEIS which examined the transportation impacts to and from campus. Vladamir asked about the “ghost buildings” along Tower Road that Mina shared. He wondered if that redevelopment was likely to happen in the near term or longer time frame. Mina said that redevelopment occurs as opportunities present themselves and they are currently trying to have people think about using what is available more efficiently. He also asked about the connections to the botanical gardens. Mina said that redevelopment is continually thinking how to improve those connections/views while protecting important resources. Dooley asked about the sequencing of aerial photos shared in the presentation. Mina said it was sequential and that she would share a resource to clarify. John Dennis asked if the plan identified aspects to eliminate so as to reduce carbon and climate impacts. He used the synchrotron as an example. Mina said that they were not looking at things like that going away, but rather evolving and redeveloping. She spoke of the climate action plan which was developed post master plan and initiatives like HVAC upgrades throughout campus and an ongoing resource. She also suggested discussing this more with an individual like Bert Bland. Steve asked if a parking project at Red Bud woods would have occurred post master plan. Mina wasn’t sure, but said that this plan emphasized different land values and incorporated opponents of the Red Bud redevelopment in this plan development. More information on the CU master plan is available at http://www.masterplan.cornell.edu/.
Approval of Minutes – The October draft minutes were accepted with one change – Cornell solar project reference 6,000 panels when it should have been 1,600.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Committee Reports – 

Energy Report – Dooley read Brian’s report which included a summary of activities the Energy Committee where most work has been that in relation to Cayuga Repowering project. That work included opposition to the the redacting of technical information and revised proposal. Dooley indicated that Brian was in Albany today to attend a PSC meeting and deliver a letter to the Governor requesting transparency in the process and the concerns over long term investments in Natural Gas Infrastructure in New York State. Other work included Smart Energy Policy Initiatives, Solarize Tompkins, the environmental review of the Cornell PV Project on Snyder Road and the Town of Ithaca’s “Energy Action Plan” Advisory committee.  

Environmental Review – John Dennis reported on the CU Distributed Sun Solar Project. The committee was planning on a site visit with Plantations staff soon to look at ground cover options at the site. The fenced site presents an opportunity to research reduced deer damage potentials. He further indicated there are not any long term research projects on the site which is disappointing. Roger expressed concerns over 8 foot fence and its limitations on keeping out deer. Other solutions may include vegetation which buffers the fence and further prevents the likelihood of deer penetration. The group noted that with$4M worth of panels inside fence a larger fence or vegetative buffer may help protect that investment and that this is Distributed Sun’s first large array in New York State so they are likely learning a lot through the process. John felt that it will ultimately be a good project. Martha Ferger agreed that more should be done in the line of research to learn from this installation. 
Gas Drilling – Martha reported that the gas drilling has not recently met, but so many issues are now developing including DEC’s proposed rules for Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) around the state. Sandra Steingraber has been leading this effort through her 30 Days of LNG website. DEC has now granted added time to comment on these proposed regs. Scott noted that this is a great opportunity for the EMC to help advise the Legislature on recommendations related to LNG regulations. Martha noted that most significant impacts would be import export facilities at harbors and the various overlaps with energy and fracking. She felt fracking seems to have taken a backseat for now. The group discussed that there are still many issues related to fracking even if drilling is not allowed here (dumping, etc.). Steve reported reading that thirteen natural gas facilities are suing PSC as they aren’t running at full capacity right now. John reported that he visited the Cohocton wind farm facility today and commented on that operation. He indicated that when grid is at full capacity they are the first ones to be told to shut down, and they can shut down very quickly. In Europe he said that wind facilities have to pay others if they keep feeding energy to the grid when they are told to shut down. 
UNA – UNA committee has not met, but is setting up a meeting soon. 

Plastic Bag Committee – Carolyn reported that the group was preparing for the PEEQ Legislature Committee meeting. Hope for time on the December PEEQ meeting. She will also be meeting with Jean McPheeters at the Chamber to include information in the Chamber Gram on this effort. 
Municipal Report – Village of Dryden – Martha reported that the Village is still worried about the water supply issues in particular the elevated arsenic levels. There have been some discussions about the Town bringing water from Bolton Point. 
Town of Ithaca – Vladimir reported that the Town CAC is requesting Bolton Point reduce rates to 3 tiered charging rates due to high energy costs for pumping. The idea would be that larger users have a larger per gallon cost which would hopefully advance water conservation and reduce CO2 levels. 
City of Ithaca – Carolyn reported that the City’s Energy Action Plan close to wrap and will come before Council in December. This process has been difficult with recent staff reductions. She believed that there is a half time sustainability planner position that has remained in City budget. 
Town of Lansing – John reported on behalf of Derrick on the Town Board’s anticipated November 20th vote on establishing the Lansing State Forest on the NYSEG lakefront property. Dooley asked if the EMC should send a letter of support on this effort. It was discussed that this is a very contentious issue in the Town right now and outside comment may not be well received. 
Staff Report – Scott reported on the County Comprehensive Plan Update survey which resulted in over 900 participants, and further indicated that a public meeting on scoping was to be held Monday November 18th at Lifelong from 5:30-7PM. He also again encouraged the EMC to advise the Legislature on proposed LNG regs and well as DEC’s proposed invasive species law. Scott further reminded the group that the search for a new administrative assistant in the Planning Department was underway. Lastly, he asked the group to review the EMC’s website update and identify areas or links that should be repaired. 
Nominating Committee Progress report – Gary reported that the committee met and approached incumbents to see if they are interested in recommitting. All existing members agreed to recommit to those roles.
Member items – Gary noted they are through the first round of information gathering on Cayuga Lake Modeling project. He indicated the DEC will be coming back down to report on the modeling project. DEC has stayed engaged and positive. Data is very raw and just emerging. Gary is happy to arrange a presentation on that too. Roger noted the maintenance of state forests no longer occurs, perhaps that calls for EMC action. 

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Scott Doyle, Senior Planner
Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on December 12, 2013
