Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

January 12, 2005

Present:
Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Joyce Gerbasi, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore, Roger Yonkin

Absent:
Meira Hertzberg, Carolyn Shapiro

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer, Mikel Shakarjian

Staff:
Kathy Wilsea

Guests:  
Matt Piacentini, Jeni Wightman (Associate Member applicant)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:07 p.m.

Privilege of the Floor –  Matt Piacentini introduced himself.  He is a reporter with the Ithaca Times / Finger Lakes Community News.  He would like to stay informed about the EMC and asked to be added to the mailing list.

Oath of Office for New and Reappointed Members – County Clerk Aurora Valenti administered the oath of office to Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, and Mark Whitmore.  

Approval of October, November & December, 2004 Minutes -- Changes were submitted for the minutes, which were then accepted by consensus.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning.

Election of Chair and Vice Chairs for 2005 – Kenny Christianson reported for the Nominating Committee.  There were no nominations from the floor, so Steve Nicholson was the only nominee for Chair.  Motion remained on the floor from the previous meeting.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.  Kenny reported that Joyce Gerbasi declined to be nominated for Vice Chair.  The three nominees were Kenny Christianson, Neha Khanna and Steve Uzmann.  There were no nominations from the floor.  Slate for three Vice Chairs was moved by Herb Engman, seconded by Karen Edelstein, and passed by unanimous voice vote.

Identify Projects and Priorities for 2005 – Heather Filiberto described ongoing commitments and possible new projects for EMC committees to work on.  

Establish Committees and Committee/Liaison Signups -- These committees were established for 2005:

Environmental Review Committee:  Public Safety Communication System Towers, SEQR reviews.

Energy:  Cities for Climate Protection goals, wind energy/tower ordinances, green building design.

Education:  Environmental Directory, Earthday 2005, Neighbor Notification Law education.

Open Burning:  County-wide ban on open burning of household waste, education & information.

EMC Website Design:  Update and polish EMC website.

UNA:  Protocols for additions/deletions, UNA protection.

Executive Committee:  Chair and Vice Chairs, duties outlined in bylaws.

Stream Bed ordinance and water resources issues will be addressed as necessary.

Liaison Assignments:

Cornell Univ. Lake Source Cooling:  Karen Edelstein

Water Resources Council (voting seat):  Roger Yonkin

Ag & Farmland Protection Board:  Ashley Miller

Adopt-A-Highway Clean-Up Coordinator:  Scott Doyle

Wetlands Committee (Water Resources Council):  Karen Edelstein (alt. Roger Yonkin)

Heather will find out if we should have a liaison to the Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal Organization.  Signup sheets were passed around, and committee lists will be sent to all members.

Lake Source Cooling Resolution (Addition to Agenda) – A draft of this resolution was distributed to members by e-mail on Monday, 1/10.  As chair of the ERC, Steve Uzmann provided some background on Cornell’s request for reduction of the number of sites for testing.  There was discussion on Cornell’s obligations, the established monitoring plan, and how the monitoring plan is a component of the SPDES permit.  Language changes were made to the resolution.  John Dennis proposed addition of a whereas clause that would encourage CU to use the data to establish a hydrological model.  Addition moved by Kenny Christianson, seconded by Roger Yonkin, failed with vote of 6 yes, 10 no.  Resolution moved by Kenny, seconded by Neha Khanna.  The resolved clauses were amended so the resolution was directed to DEC.  Roger moved to table the resolution until next month, which everyone else opposed.  Resolution then passed by vote of 15 yes, 1 no (Roger).  Dooley Kiefer said the Water Resources Council is also considering providing comments to DEC.  

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson announced that Joyce Gerbasi has resigned her voting chair and wishes to continue as an associate member.  Following the December EMC meeting, Steve attended the second day of the Biomass Conference at Cornell.  Johnson Controls has presented a plan for energy savings to the Legislature’s Facilities & Infrastructure committee.  The savings is anticipated to be $186,000 per year, which is a 14% reduction of electricity and natural gas use.  This would reach 60% of the goal set by the County for reduction.  Steve announced he has contact information for Earthday.  Tomorrow Steve, Heather and Dan Winch will meet with members of the Farm Bureau about the proposed ban on open burning.  The League of Women Voters will have a presentation on Lake Source Cooling on 2/28.  Steve congratulated ERC and Glynn Bebee on being in the news recently.

Coordinator’s Report –  Heather Filiberto distributed schedules for municipal reports and all EMC meetings for 2005.  Now that committees are established, she will contact associate members about renewing membership and joining committees.  If members know of any other interested persons, please inform Heather.  The airport obstruction study will be forwarded to ERC for comment.  The EMC’s budget request was approved in full, and it includes some money for an intern.  Legislative committees have been established.  Planning, Development & Environmental Quality continues, with Kathy Luz Herrera as chair.  Other members are Barbara Blanchard, Mike Lane, Frank Proto and Nancy Schuler.  Since Dick Booth is no longer on the committee, EMC will have a new liaison.  Heather reminded members that when they review the mail folders, they can take copies or request copies if none are available.  Nominating information is in the mail folder for the Town of Ithaca’s Fischer Award.  Herb Engman pointed out this does not need to be a Town of Ithaca resident, but someone who provided benefits to the Town.  Heather said the Finger Lakes National Forest draft Environmental Impact Statement is expected soon.  The mail folder also has America Recycles student calendars and contest information.  The calendar program is sponsored by NYS Association of EMCs.  Energy Smart brochures are also in the mail folder.  Former member Mandy Kittelberger had a healthy baby boy in November.

Member Items – Herb Engman provided some brochures on the expansion of the Waterfront Trail.  He pointed out the EMC stone is in the photo.  Steve Uzmann announced ERC will meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month.  The January meeting will be in the County Courthouse.  Steve suggested all EMC members should get new copies of the EMC bylaws.  Keith Epstein suggested members provide brief biographies so members can learn about each other.  These could be submitted to the EMC News.  Roger Yonkin pointed out the agenda should include an opportunity to amend the agenda at the beginning of each meeting.  Karen Edelstein announced that a study of conservation recreation opportunities in and around the Finger Lakes National Forest is being conducted by a Colorado consultant with federal funding.  Cindy Schulte pointed out there are no individual well regulations in Tompkins County.  NYS is currently developing new regulations for drillers and wellhead protections.  Reciprocal wording is needed in the Sanitary Code so wellheads are located 100 feet or more from sewage systems.  Existing sewage regulations state that septic systems must be 100 feet or more from wellheads.  She would like EMC to discuss well regulations this year.  Dooley Kiefer reported that during the Town of Dryden aquifer study, a test well 6” in diameter was drilled, and it is producing 400 gallons of water per minute.

Adjournment – Chair Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:14 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary, Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on 2/9/2005

