Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

October 13, 2004

Present:
Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Neha Khanna, Mandy Kittelberger, Dan Lamb, Stephen Nicholson, Cindy Seliger, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann 

Absent:
Dick Booth (Legislature Liaison), John Dennis, Meira Hertzberg, Bill Kolberg, Ashley Miller, Christian Nielsen, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Dave Woodard, Roger Yonkin 

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer

Staff:
Heather Filiberto (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Madison Christianson, Nancy Schuler (T C Legislature), Dan Winch (T C Legislature)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.  Due to the lack of a quorum at this point, agenda items will be taken out of order. 
Privilege of the Floor –  Dan Winch spoke briefly of his support for a ban on burn barrels.  Madison Christianson was introduced by her father, Kenny.  

Chair's Report –  Steve Nicholson suggested that an agenda item, virtual tour of solar homes, be postponed to another meeting date due to the televised debate of presidential candidates tonight.  Today Steve attended the annual meeting of the NYS Association of EMCs.  At their business meeting, Mikel Shakarjian, one of our Associate Members, was elected as President.  Steve was re-elected to the board of directors.  The organization has $20,000 that they are considering making available as small project grants.  The Dutchess County Fishkill Creek Walk Study was named the outstanding project.  Volunteers documented global positioning system coordinates, took photos, and identified impaired sites.  The Ramona Barton Award for outstanding member was awarded to Kenny Christianson, and Steve presented Kenny with a plaque and mentioned a press release will go out soon.  NYSAEMCs continues planning for next year’s meeting, which may be at Dutchess County with a water protection theme.  Today’s meeting attendees also toured the Fenner Wind Farm.  This endeavor is very successful, with the only problem being reported by neighbors being some “shadow flicker”.  Last Week, Steve went to Albany to receive an award for the Town of Caroline for their commitment to wind energy from Community Wind Energy.  Governor Pataki spoke about renewable energy standards and how New York is a leader in committing to renewable energy.

A PowerPoint Presentation on Burn Barrels – Steve Nicholson made a PowerPoint presentation that reviewed places that already have bans, sources of dioxins and furans, and how proposals for a statewide ban have fared in the NYS Legislature.  There was discussion about the basis of statistics presented, what else residents can do to dispose of their trash, speculation about how much of Tompkins County’s waste is currently being burned, and how a ban would be enforced.  Written comments from Roger Yonkin were distributed.

Resolution: Recommending that the Tompkins County Legislature amend the Sanitary Code to prohibit open burning of household solid waste --  It was pointed out that this is presented by the ad hoc Burn Barrel Committee, not the Environmental Review Committee.  Resolution moved by Glynn Bebee, seconded by Dan Lamb.  Discussion continued about finding a statewide organization we could join forces with, cost of alternatives and whether or not they should be included, difficulty of reporting burning outside office hours of the Dept. of Health, vague language in the draft resolution, use of education instead of a ban, and burning in fireplaces and woodstoves.  The last Whereas clause (# 15 of the draft) was amended to read:  “Whereas, it is clear that backyard burning constitutes a public health nuisance, and we recommend its prohibition should be enforced by the Tompkins County Health Department, now therefore be it”.  

Steve Uzmann moved to return the resolution to the committee for fine tuning, seconded by Neha Khanna.  Vote on this motion:  3 yes (Uzmann, Khanna, Gerbasi); 8 no.  (Chair did not vote).

Vote to adopt resolution:  8 yes, 3 no (Uzmann, Khanna, Gerbasi).  (Chair did not vote).

Municipal Member Quarterly Report – Village of Freeville:  Mandy Kittelberger reported that the Village currently has two issues.  One is the beaver population damming the creek and flooding property, and members offered some suggestions and contacts for information.  The other issue is an overall stormwater problem that came to a head this summer.  The Village is not allowed to use the public sewer system for drainage, and there is no place to drain the standing water from large areas.  The Village lacks resources for a big study or engineering project.  Contacts with DEC have not yet yielded useful solutions.  Mandy said she will not be reapplying for her EMC seat because she has been elected to the Dryden School Board, but is looking for another applicant. 

Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto reported that our meeting space might change back to the Transit Center, and encouraged members to watch future agendas for location.  The Annual Report for the Planning Department was handed out.

County Legislature Liaison Report – Dick Booth was not present.
Approval of September 8, 2004 Minutes – One typo was corrected in the draft minutes (in last sentence, “lake” changed to “late”).  Minutes were accepted by consensus.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning.

Member Items --  Karen Edelstein announced that Amy Goodman, of Democracy Now, will be speaking at Sage Chapel on Sunday.  Cindy Seliger announced that she got married last weekend, and her new name is Schulte.

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on January 12, 2005

Page 2

