Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

September 8, 2004

Present:
Glynn Bebee, Dick Booth (Legislature Liaison), John Dennis, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Neha Khanna, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Christian Nielsen, Cindy Seliger, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin 

Absent:
Kenny Christianson, Karen Edelstein, Meira Hertzberg, Mandy Kittelberger, Bill Kolberg, Dan Lamb, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Dave Woodard

Associates:
Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer

Staff:
Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
David Carr, Nate Krause & Matt Starr of IAGT

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:12 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor –  There were no guests who wished to speak under Privilege of the Floor.

Project Demonstration:  Finger Lakes Decision Support System – Dave Carr, Nate Krause and Matt Starr were present to provide information from the Institute for the Application of Geospatial Technology at Cayuga Community College (Auburn).  The FLDSS originated as the NASA Regional Applications Center of the North East, and is now a non-profit institute.  Their three key focus areas are groundwater/surface water, viewsheds, and ag protection.  They provided paper copies of their Power Point presentation and demonstrated the viewshed model.

Approval of June 9 and July 14, 2004 Minutes –  Suggestions were distributed for amendments that were received by Kathy Wilsea before the meeting.  Separately, the minutes were moved by Dick Booth as amended, seconded by Joyce Gerbasi and accepted by consensus.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning.

Municipal Members Quarterly Report – Town of Newfield:  Cindy Seliger reported that the Town has requested a copy of the Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed green cemetery.  The annual report to comply with stormwater regulations is being written.  Water District II is going along as scheduled, with land acquisition approved or successfully negotiated.  Next week there will be a meeting on access of all terrain vehicles on Town roads.  There has been discussion about conflict of interest on the part of one Town Board member who is an ATV dealer.  Cindy speculated that allowing ATVs on the Town roads will result in enforceable regulations.   

Chair's Report – Steve Nicholson reported that NYS Association of EMCs will have their October annual meeting in Madison County, and it will conclude with a tour of a wind farm.  Highway Cleanup will be this Sunday at 9 AM.  Four EMC members have been in the News recently (Peter Harriott, Neha Khanna, Herb Engman & Dooley Kiefer), and Steve hoped members would keep up the good work.
Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto submitted a written report that was read by Steve Nicholson.  Glynn Bebee was welcomed as a new member.  NYSAEMCs seeks nomination for new board members and their awards program.  All EMC members are welcome at the meeting in October, and anyone interested should contact Heather.  Roger Yonkin moved that Steve Nicholson should choose a project or member for nomination for an award.  Seconded by Steve Uzmann and passed by voice vote.  Locally, member recruiting has begun and names were read of members whose terms are expiring.  Neha said she recently spoke with Susan Booth Titus (a local artist) who is interested in joining EMC.  The reports from Cornell University on the chemical disposal site and radiation disposal site have been discontinued because they have moved into the construction phase.  Kathy Wilsea announced that the Green Buildings Open House and Tour, mentioned in the EMC News, will only be on Saturday, Oct. 2.  EMC will not be able to continue meeting at the Transit Center unless they change their meeting time from 7-9 to 6-8 PM.  Members preferred to keep the meeting time and change the place, so Kathy will arrange the Old Jail Conference Room at 125 E. Court St.  Copies of the NRCS annual report were dropped off at the Planning Department office following the presentation at the last EMC meeting, and were passed around.

County Legislature Liaison Report – Dick Booth announced that the renewable energy standards resolution passed in the Legislature last night.  He praised the document, saying it was a very clear and specific resolution.  
Member Items – Herb Engman said he and Karen Edelstein attended a Lake Source Cooling meeting today.  LSC is asking DEC for reduction of the number of monitoring sites in Cayuga Lake from 9 to 2.  Herb felt it is important to begin making recommendations to DEC if we object.  This will be examined by ERC.  Herb spoke with Legislator Dan Winch recently, and Dan expressed a continued interest in banning burn barrels.  Herb moved creation of a new committee on burn barrels, seconded by Barney Unsworth and passed by voice vote (Joyce Gerbasi abstained).  Glynn Bebee, Cindy Seliger and Ashley Miller agreed to serve on the committee, and Kathy Wilsea will canvas members who are not present about joining.  Neha Khanna announced that Kenny Christianson is absent tonight because his father died.  Neha expects to be late for meetings the next few months due to her teaching schedule.      
Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on October 13, 2004
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