Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

July 14, 2004

Present:
Dick Booth (Legislature Liaison), Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Joyce Gerbasi, Mandy Kittelberger, Stephen Nicholson, Christian Nielsen, Cindy Seliger, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann

Absent:
Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Meira Hertzberg, Neha Khanna, Bill Kolberg, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Dave Woodard, Roger Yonkin 

Associates:
David Filiberto, Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer, Mikel Shakarjian

Staff:
Heather Filiberto (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Glynn Beebe, Phil Metzger (USDA-NRCS/RC&D), Michael Miles, Madison Wright (RC&D)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:06 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor –  Glynn Beebe was introduced.  He has an interest in green building standards, and works for Tallman & Demarest Architects.  He is a member of the City of Ithaca CAC and active with Sustainable Tompkins.  Mike Miles said he is pursuing information on alternative energy and property exemptions.  He has found that the regulations for assessments are very general and do not specify solar panels as different.  Dick Booth said counties can’t extend different exemptions from the state.  Eventually the self-sufficiency of the property might make it more valuable, and Mike said that is his concern.  The ERC and Energy Committees will discuss this.

CNY Resource Conservation & Development Program – Phil Metzger and Madison Wright were present to provide information about this program.  RC&D is a non-profit organization that exists to improve the region’s economic vitality through wiser use of available human and natural resources.  US Department of Agriculture provides staff of Phil and a secretary plus an office, but USDA doesn’t dictate the program.  Regional citizens develop their own use for the program.  RC&D likes to be innovative and develop projects that become independent or part of another agency.  

Some of their projects are: venison donation program, Headwaters Youth Conservation Corps for ages 17-25, Wetlands Reserve, Willow Biomass, Agricluster, CNY Agritourism & Education, and Holistic Management training. Concerning the Willow Biomass project, they have demonstrated it can be grown here, can be handled and delivered to power plants, and found that it burned with expected results. It was difficult to develop harvesting equipment. SUNY Environmental Sciences & Forestry is still working on it.  

New and upcoming projects include:  capacity building and working with Environmental Defense on carbon credit.  They are always looking for ideas and opportunity to help develop.  Besides Madison Wright, the other Tompkins County member is Craig Schutt of Soil & Water Conservation District.

During member comment/question period, it was agreed the venison donation program is underpublicized and many citizens are not aware of it.  The perspective developed with SWCD on carbon credits is that RC&D will be able to identify farmers willing to participate, plant trees, convert crop fields to grass, and identify no till areas.  RC&D as an aggregator would purchase credits and put them in a portfolio for sale.  This concept is not always popular, and they are unsure how it will develop.  Followup would be necessary to make sure property owners are participating as planned.  It is not clear yet if existing programs will be able to get credits.  Most of the existing programs are in Europe, but American supporters include Entergy, Direct Seed, and a tribe in Idaho.  Entergy is looking for credits to purchase in the Northeast area.  “Cap & Trade” is how the government deals with the energy credits.  Environmental Defense thinks a portfolio would be salable, and this might develop into something that interests investors and insurance companies.  They agreed it is important to develop a fast-growing crop without using invasive species.  The willow in the biomass project is actually a shrub from Sweden, and they are finding increased bird species in the Willow Biomass areas.  Phil expressed interest in learning about Sustainable Tompkins and how it might relate to the Holistic Management series. 

Approval of Minutes from 6/9/04 – There was no action on the minutes due to lack of a quorum.

Municipal Reports – Town of Dryden:  Joyce Gerbasi said the Conservation Board is examining the Town’s draft Comprehensive Plan from the perspective raised by farmers that they feel they are the only ones required to maintain open space.  The Town continues to discuss the pros and cons of taking over the golf course.  The water district will be extended into the annexed area for the NYS Department of Transportation facility.  The Town Hall is too small and may be rebuilt as a larger building in the same location.  Concern has been raised about who is responsible for malfunctioning septic systems, as a family’s well is contaminated and the family thinks the source is the septic system on nearby property. Ownership and responsibility are unclear for the neighboring septic system in question.  Cindy Seliger said this is a concern at the Health Department also, and she supports a wellhead protection program at the County level.  

Town of Ithaca:  Barney Unsworth reported that the Codes & Ordinance Committee is reviewing the Town’s Environmental Review Law and trying to bring it into alignment with state regulations.  Susan Brock is working with them and then it will have review by the Conservation Board.  “Designated Freshwater Wetland” is being closely examined.  The possibility of a viewshed ordinance is also under scrutiny again.  The Town Board has asked for review of available literature on controlling the deer population.  The Transportation Committee is holding public meetings on the draft Transportation Plan.  The lighting ordinance is ready to go to the Board.

Village of Lansing:  John Dennis said they are planning to implement Phase II of the stormwater regulations by using two ponds for filtering water before it is released downstream.  An open space plan is being drafted.  There is public outcry for improvements to traffic on Warren Road near Dart Drive and Bomax Drive daily at 3:30 PM.  John expressed an interest in having the community scored environmentally, although he doesn’t think they would rank well because of the airport and traffic for the mall.
Chair's Report –  The highway cleanup scheduled for 7/17 was cancelled and might be rescheduled for August.  Sustainable Tompkins will meet 7/16 at Ithaca College.

Coordinator’s Report – An intern is working in the Planning Department on the Environmental Directory.  Cooperative Extension has an intern doing a green building directory, and that may be mentioned in the Environmental Directory.  Heather reminded members that there will be no EMC meeting in August.  The NYS Association of EMCs might hold their October board meeting in Ithaca.  

County Legislature Liaison Report – Dick Booth reported that 2 or 3 major County road projects in the Town of Ithaca are raising public comment.  Concerning the Red Mill Road Bridge, the historic bridge might be retained and a new bridge built nearby.  Tompkins County and Finger Lakes Land Trust will co-hold the development rights for a Lansing farm PDR grant.  The communication tower at Ithaca College is one piece of the system being developed for the Public Safety Communications System, and a negative declaration was passed for the environmental review of this component.  The County has dealt with an emergency caused by flooding on Ludlowville Road, but efforts are continuing to identify and resolve the problems in that area.  Changing land use patterns apparently contributed.  He feels efforts by Cornell are reasonably successful for controls at the chemical and radiation disposal sites by the Airport.  Dick expressed ongoing frustration over lack of customer service by TCAT, notably that shelters contain no schedules.  At the most recent PDEQ meeting, Mike Lane brought a map of Tompkins County in 1829, which Dick found very interesting because TC used to include the Town of Hector and extended to Seneca Lake.  
Member Items:  Steve Uzmann said the lead contamination remediation at the former Ithaca Gun plant has included soil removal and replacement, and now there is an effort to check weed growth.  Dooley Kiefer expressed an interest in keeping the historic Red Mill Road Bridge.  Joyce Gerbasi said ERC had suggested dismantling the old one and using the pieces as a façade over a new bridge.  Dooley suggested mentioning at Municipal Officials Association the need to stop spraying pesticides when a crew is crossing creeks.  Also, EMC has municipal representatives who could take this concern back to the municipalities.  Kenny Christianson pointed out he is listed in the Annual Report as vice chair, and that position was held by Steve Uzmann.  Kenny attended a Facilities & Infrastructure Committee meeting to comment on the Johnson Controls report, which all involved seem to find confusing.  At that meeting there was also discussion about purchasing carpeting for the Airport.  The County has no policy on carpeting, and Kenny suggested ERC or Education Committees examine current products and propose a policy for the County. 

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on September 8, 2004
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