Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

June 9, 2004

Present:
Dick Booth (Legislature Liaison), Kenny Christianson, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Neha Khanna, Mandy Kittelberger, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin 

Absent:
John Dennis, Meira Hertzberg, Bill Kolberg, Christian Nielsen, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Cindy Seliger, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Dave Woodard

Associates:
Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer

Staff:
Heather Filiberto (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Michael Miles

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor –  Michael Miles spoke of his interest in having property assessment breaks for properties with alternative energy sources.  Currently, only solar is exempt.  Property assessments are currently increased due to the purchase of sustainable energy systems, and that negates any energy savings to homeowners.  It also discourages support for alternative energy sources.  Members of the Energy Committee will discuss his comments. 

Distribution of Draft Minutes – Karen Edelstein began discussion by saying that the error in the April draft minutes, where the draft minutes state International Salt Point in Lansing will be used for personal watercraft access, caused a stir because the Town anticipates eliminating PWC access.  Several members voiced preference for distributing draft minutes to members only, and then distributing final minutes to the full mailing list.  Heather Filiberto pointed out that everything EMC does is public record.  Various options were mentioned, including all members having an opportunity to provide changes by email before the draft is distributed to the full mailing list.  Steve Nicholson proposed a three-month trial period for cutting the minutes to two pages, emailing draft to members for “red flag” comments, and only providing final minutes to non-members.  

Roger Yonkin moved to have a permanent change: only members get draft minutes, and final minutes get distributed to the full mailing list one month past current cycle for draft minutes, with no changes to the mail/email distribution methods.  Steve Uzmann called the question, which passed with 8 yes votes, 2 no votes, and 2 members not voting.  Roger’s motion approved by 10 yes votes, 2 no votes.

Approval of April 14 and May 12, 2004 Minutes –  Changes were accepted for both sets of minutes.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning.

Municipal Members Quarterly Reports – Town of Caroline:  Steve Nicholson reported the Planning Board is surveying resident for goals of the Town Comprehensive Plan.  They have established three committees to work on the Comp Plan:  Open Space/Environmental Protection/Outdoor Recreation, Housing/Roads/Transportation, and Farming/Small Businesses.  The Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal Organization is helping to fund a streambank stabilization project in the Town.  The Town has signed an agreement with the County whereby the County will pay 1/3 of the fees for the aquifer studies.  The Town is considering purchasing a vacant storefront next to Town Hall.  The lot is too small for a septic system, and possibly is a brownfield.  On Saturday the Six Mile Creek monitoring group met.  Joyce Gerbasi said about 20 people were present and they are developing five ways to study the creek.  They hope to gather data suitable for DEC & EPA purposes.

Chair's Report – Steve attended training provided by the Planning Department for using the Natural Resources Inventory on the web.  On Friday, 6/11, the Solar Celebration will take place in Dryden with a workshop from 1:30 to 4:30 and a dedication ceremony at 7:30.  Sustainable Tompkins held a coordinating committee meeting that was well attended, and Wendy Skinner was elected interim chair.  Steve will work on the green building hub committee.  

Steve, Heather, and Mikel Shakarjian attended the NYS Association of EMCs workshop in Albany.  Next year the July conference will probably be a family event at Wanakena forest ranger school in St. Lawrence County.  Possibly a mini-conference will be held in Ulster County this October.  Steve mentioned topics of the workshop, including telecommunication towers, wind turbines, intermunicipal agreements, avoiding duplication of efforts among government agencies, and considering county-wide school districts.  He felt DEC regional goals for greenhouse gas emission reductions have been watered down.  Innovations, sustainability, and partnerships are the categories for DEC Environmental Excellence Awards this year.  Info is also in the mail folder.  

Heather said the NYSAEMC meeting was at the DEC building, which is “green”, and passed around information.  She said although the NYSAEMC is not having a conference in 2004, they will continue with their awards program.  She has copies available of the revised SEQR cookbook.  The DEC website information on reviewing Environmental Impact Statements refers to a handbook that is not up-to-date, but the proposed revisions are currently available for comment.  The DEC legal staff spoke of legislative initiatives, but most changes are edits and not impressive.  There are several bills related to banning open burning at the Legislature this year.  It is not likely any will pass.  One bill provides public education, not banning burning.  DEC indicated this is at least a step in the right direction and a place to start.  Solid Waste Management drafted a technical guidance document for emergency procedures.  This is open for comment and can be viewed on the DEC website.  The bottle bill expansion is not expected to pass.  Perceived barriers are problems with redemption sites and distribution of unclaimed deposits to environmental programs.  Mikel attended the environmental justice workshop, and said policy is going through a review process.  Changes to the environmental justice policy would impact SEQR reviews.

Coordinator’s Report –  Heather will be giving a presentation on Tompkins County’s Local Action Plan in Montour Falls on Saturday.  The EMC Annual Report is complete and will be distributed to members.  Cooperative Extension is sponsoring a sale of composting bins this weekend.  

County Legislature Liaison Report – Dick Booth reported that the County and Newfield have agonized over status of Beech Road Bridge, and decided to designate it for pedestrian-only use.  The County is moving toward a contract with Johnson Controls for utility savings in County buildings.  The future for TCAT has not been acted on yet.  The County Comprehensive plan is moving forward, and currently has a public comment period.  The Recycling Center is examining traffic flow and considering changing paths.  A budget retreat was held for legislators, and a shorter budget process is being introduced this year.  The legislature adopted Dooley Kiefer’s resolution to support the expanded bottle bill.  Finger Lakes Land Trust and Tompkins County will co-hold a purchase of development rights easement on a large farm in the Town of Lansing.
Member Items – Karen Edelstein announced that FLLT will rededicate the Lindsay Parson biodiversity preserve in West Danby this weekend.  On 6/19 a bird walk will be held at the Salmon Creek Bird Sanctuary in Lansing.  Also on 6/19, a Six Mile Creek water monitoring meeting will be held at Dan Karig’s property.  Neha Khanna announced that the International Society for Ecological Economics will be meeting in July in Montreal, and she will provide information by e-mail.  Kenny Christianson said the Energy Committee will meet 6/14 at 4:30 in the small side of the Old Jail Conference Room.

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on September 8, 2004
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