Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

April 14, 2004

Present:
Dick Booth (Legislature Liaison), Kenny Christianson, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Cindy Seliger, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin 

Absent:
John Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Meira Hertzberg, Mandy Kittelberger, Bill Kolberg, Christian Nielsen, Carolyn Shapiro, Barney Unsworth, Dave Woodard,

Associate:
Tania Schusler

Staff:
Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Monika Roth (Cooperative Extension), Jeni Wightman

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.   
Update on Neighbor Notification Law – Monika Roth was present to bring EMC up to date on NNL.  She said there are three parts of the law:  Commercial applicators must provide 48 hour advance written notice to neighbors when using liquid materials on a property, Retailers must provide signage for consumers, and Consumers must post information at the property when using certain materials.  Education efforts in 2003 involved providing a workshop for landscapers, a workshop for garden center managers, training CCE master gardeners, holding a class for the public, making a brochure available in garden centers, and releasing information to the media.  

Monika conducted phone surveys with lawn care companies.  In 2001, only six lawn care companies were really involved with pesticide application.  In 2003 only three firms still do this type of work that involved notification.  Others switched to granular products, gave up lawn treatment, or only do spot treatment.  All respondents said their customers are not happy with results when granular products are used.  Those that did notification went door-to-door and dropped off letters at the neighboring properties.  Weights & Measures does the enforcement for retail signage at the 28 stores affected by NNL.  Garden Centers have signs for sale that property owners can use for posting.  Cooperative Extension had about 5 inquiries last year; Environmental Health had no inquiries about commercial sprayers, and 4 about neighbors (did not constitute complaints under NNL); Weights & Measures recorded no problems with signs.

Monika would be happy to involve the EMC Education Committee in outreach efforts, and suggested members hand out information from tables at the garden centers.  Point-of-purchase contacts are needed, and the public still needs information about why commercial firms do notification.  Signs at the garden centers could be improved, too.  Information remains on the County website.  Agway is willing to mention NNL again on the Good Growing radio show.  Perhaps flyers could be provided for cashiers to put into bags with purchases.  Complaints about pesticide drift should still be addressed to DEC.  Steve Nicholson pointed out the Attorney General’s report was available in the EMC Mail folder, and Erie County recently adopted NNL.  Monika said the Legislature reimbursed Cooperative Extension and Environmental Health a total of $5,000 last year.  She estimates that private lawncare is only 10% of pesticide use in the County.  Exempt properties have high pesticide use, and these properties include golf courses, cemeteries, Cornell University, and Ithaca College.   

Privilege of the Floor – Jeni Wightman spoke in support of the resolution being considered by EMC tonight.  She said New York contributes nearly 1% of global greenhouse gasses.  New England governors have adopted goals for reducing greenhouse gasses, and she supports establishment of reduction goals for New York State.

Approval of March 10, 2004 Minutes –  The draft minutes were amended, then accepted by consensus.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning.

Resolution:  Recommending that the Tompkins County Legislature Adopt a Renewable Energy Portfolio for County Electricity Purchase – Energy Committee Chair Kenny Christianson said this recommends a modest goal for the County.  The solar panels at the library provide 2% of the County’s electricity, so 3% more is attainable.  The ICLEI Local Action Plan does not specify how to implement the LAP recommendations.  Discussion ensued about the most efficient way to obtain renewable energy.  Dick Booth said the County expects a 20% loss of efficiency from the solar panels on the library due to construction of the parking garage on South Cayuga Street, and the next planned phase of construction could have more shading effect.  

The resolution was moved by Danny Pearlstein and seconded by Bob Roe.  The goal in the first Resolved clause was amended to read:  “Tompkins County will increase its proportion of non-polluting, renewable energy so that 5% of its annual electricity use will be from renewable sources by 2008.”  The second resolved clause was amended to read:  “And further Resolved, that the Local Action Plan will be updated to include this renewable energy standard.” Steve Uzmann moved to call the question, which was seconded by Larry Sharpsteen and passed unanimously.  The resolution passed by vote of 11 yes, 1 no.

Municipal Members Quarterly Reports --  Town of Lansing:  Larry said the Town Board has accepted revisions to the land use ordinance, and new maps are being developed.  Subdivision regulations are under review.  A farmer in the Town has had a successful application for a NYS purchase of development rights program, and that is proceeding.  The Town has acquired access to the former International Salt Point.  This access means the Town can enforce trash carry in/carry out rules and have an opportunity to control access for personal watercraft. They are working with DEC, the Audubon Society and sportsmen groups, and future plans might include a footbridge, although Larry opposes the footbridge.

Town of Newfield:  Cindy Seliger reported that Water District II plans are near completion.  They have received federal funding and testing will be completed this week.  This is going thru the DEC approval process and they hope to put it out to bid at the end of the year.  At the last Town Board meeting a natural cemetery group asked to be on the agenda for the next meeting, when they will make a presentation.  Cindy heard they chose Newfield because there is no zoning.  This project will be reviewed by the state cemetery association.  The prior approach to the Town Board did not proceed because a cemetery can’t be on mortgaged property.  Herb said any members who are interested in natural burials can contact him, as there will be an open house soon on the subject. 

Chair's Report – Steve Nicholson passed out a list of project ideas for Sustainable Tompkins and asked EMC members to give him feedback to take back to Sustainable Tompkins.  He said Dooley Kiefer was not able to attend tonight’s meeting, but she asked EMC to send someone to Lobby Day in Albany on 4/19.  No one is able to attend.  This year NYS Association of EMCs will provide an update on DEC programs instead of holding an annual conference.  Several EMC members attended the LGEAN webcast on wind power.  As written in the News, the first Highway cleanup will be held Saturday, 4/24 at 9 AM.  Steve has arranged for a group of Ithaca College students to bring their ecological footprint quiz to the EMC Earth Day Table on 4/25.  WaterWeek activities will be held Friday, 5/7 at Pyramid Mall and Saturday, 5/8 at the Farmers Market.  Tania Schusler is getting a work study student at Cooperative Extension who will research website address information for the update of the Environmental Directory.

Coordinator’s Report –  Heather could not attend tonight and did not submit a report. 

County Legislature Liaison Report – Dick Booth reported that the City and the County are approaching agreement on City compensation for loss of usage of the solar panels on the Library.  The City will fund some energy efficiency items at the library.  Per the recommendations of the Water Resources Council, the Planning, Development & Environmental Quality Committee is watching municipalities for actions on personal watercraft regulations.  County Facilities staff are making some changes for improvements in energy efficiency.  The Highway Division is reorganizing, and will be dedicating more funds to road maintenance and less to construction.  The future of TCAT is under scrutiny, as NYS is pushing for one employer and may stop funding while the issue is resolved.  TCAT may become an independent not-for-profit agency.  Cornell University wants to get out of the partnership in which they have higher liability than the other partners.  Dick does not expect changes in function of TCAT.  The State has set a 90 day deadline for review.  The County has just had two difficult budget years, and this year will not be easier.  Last year they declared that some items will terminate unless expressly renewed.
Member Items – Danny Pearlstein reported that Cornell University is suing the City of Ithaca over the Landmarks Preservation Commission’s decision not to allow the parking garage to be built.  The Redbud Working Group is pursuing three actions:  Supporting the City in defending the decision of the Landmarks Preservation Commission, discouraging CU from pursuing the appeals lawsuit, and recommending a change to the zoning.  Roger Yonkin said he attended his first Water Resources Council meeting, where they are developing a Work Plan.  He sees some duplication of EMC efforts, and will watch for that.  Neha Khanna said SUNY Binghamton students are trying to develop programs for Earth Day.  Some have expressed a willingness to pay slightly higher dining fees in order to use products that are better for the environment, such as the compressed cornstarch containers and utensils mentioned at earlier EMC meetings.  Tania Schusler announced two upcoming events:  a cleanup of Six Mile Creek, and a “What’s the Risk” interactive web-based tutorial that helps compare the risk from pesticide exposure to risks of contracting insect-borne diseases.  Herb Engman announced a trail allocation that will help connect the Bridge to Nowhere to Route 96B.  Unfortunately, the Ithaca Journal painted this as an alternative to funding improvements to roads.  He said natural burial grounds remain available to wildlife, and the grounds are typically mowed only every second or third year.  Natural cemeteries can promote a cottage industry of coffins made from soft woods.  The cemetery association he is familiar with claims there is no legal requirement that the Town must be involved.  Joyce Gerbasi said the Conservation Advisory Council in the Town of Dryden has become a Conservation Board.  This means the Town is required to provide development projects for CB review.  The Fall Creek Watershed cleanup will be May 1st, and helpers can meet at Stewart Park.  Kenny Christianson reported he submitted a grant application in February and just learned last Friday that it was approved for $500 for an Energy Conference tied to Earth Day.  The money is from a tourism grant and is intended to market the conference outside Tompkins County.  It will be held Saturday, April 24th at Cooperative Extension, 3 PM.  Joyce Gerbasi encouraged EMC members to attend the Sustainable Tompkins salons.  She sees they have growing participation and excellent discussion.  Larry Sharpsteen said he sees areas for EMC action in terms of water quality.  Low phosphate detergents kill bacteria that makes septic systems operate.  Brine discharge should be removed from septic tanks.  Also, stormwater should not be discharged by sump pumps into the wastewater system.  Homeowners can check on this by looking to see if their sump pump line is connected to the cast iron pipes for the sanitary sewer.  Regulations are unenforceable, so he uses the education approach when he finds this situation during property inspections for his business.  He feels there is a lot of opportunity for community education on these issues.  Cindy Seliger added that the NYS Sanitary Code requires all liquid household waste to go through the sewage system.  

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on June 9, 2004
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