Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

March 10, 2004

Present:
Dick Booth, Kenny Christianson, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Meira Hertzberg, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Christian Nielsen, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Cindy Seliger, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin 

Absent:
John Dennis, Joyce Gerbasi, Mandy Kittelberger, Bill Kolberg, Barney Unsworth, Dave Woodard

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer, Tania Schusler

Staff:
Heather Filiberto (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Crystal Buck (TCPD)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor –  There were no visitors who wished to speak.

Approval of Feb. 11, 2004 Minutes –  The minutes were approved with one change.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning.

Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan Status – Heather Filiberto introduced her colleague, Crystal Buck, who is a Planner for Tompkins County.  Heather handed out a draft plan review and encouraged members to jot down notes on the cover sheet so they could ask questions at the end of the presentation.  She said the draft plan will be on the County website on 4/13 and will go into area libraries.  Presentations will be made to the public throughout the County, and paper copies will be available after 4/13.  She gave a PowerPoint presentation of the principles, policies, and action items of the Comp Plan.  

Christian Nielsen suggested that when showing the number of ways that people commute, perhaps the slide could compare the figures to the national average.  Steve Uzmann asked what the Route 13 Corridor Plan is.  Heather said it would review all of Route 13 in terms of turning lanes, pedestrian access, signals, intersections, etc.  Bob Roe had questions about the Statement of Purpose he had printed off the County website.  Regarding the segment on land use, he feels he has not seen a positive history of municipal/county cooperation.  Also, rural communities sometimes feel they are disenfranchised, as they are outnumbered by urban representatives in intermunicipal groups.  He asked what the procedure will be for reaching consensus.  Heather said an implementation plan will be developed, and comments such as Bob’s will be considered very seriously when working on that.  Bob said Danby already has a Comprehensive Plan, and they have been working actively with DEC, especially on the Region 7 Recreation Master Plan and getting attention for the Danby State Forest.  Regarding jobs, Bob said Danby hopes to have an economically viable community, but they only appear twice in the County’s development plan.  It mentions that Danby is part of the tax base but is considered by the County government to be a bedroom community, and also that rural commercial development in the outlying communities will be perceived as a threat to downtown businesses.  

Larry said he has exactly the same concerns.  Lansing doesn’t want people from other communities telling them what to do.  Municipal sovereignty must be maintained.  Regarding the high number of workers who commute to jobs in Tompkins County from other counties, this is because of housing costs.  The County’s actions don’t match their words.  He sees no help for existing small businesses, although there is encouragement for new companies coming in with plans to employ 30 to 40 employees.  Bob said unfortunately the financial incentives for new businesses support companies that compete with existing companies and drive them out.

Herb Engman said the Planning Advisory Board and the Municipal Officials Association Planning Coalition also worked on this – it wasn’t created in a vacuum.  Tompkins County has no land use authority, but expresses ideas, and to do so is their responsibility.  We need to work together to develop a viable plan.  This will provide vision, priority setting, and be useful for grant purposes.  Danny Pearlstein said the plan makes sense, but there is no mention of Cornell University.  CU has a large number of people, both students and staff, and should be added to outreach efforts.  He feels a divide between students and the community.  Heather said the draft Comp Plan has mention of the colleges.  There will also be more on the topic of transportation.  Roger Yonkin supported Herb’s comments.  He also feels the County has an obligation to lead.

Dooley Kiefer said the Economic Development Strategy will be an important piece, and TCAD needs to hear some of these comments, too.  Heather said the TCAD Economic Development Strategy is not the only economic development piece in the Comp Plan.  She sees much small business development in Tompkins County.  The Planning Department hopes to do a microenterprise feasibility study, and agriculture and farmland protection are not addressed by TCAD.  

Neha Khanna pointed out that there can be many reasons for reluctance to use public transportation, including scheduling, having a child in daycare, shopping, and running errands.  She did not see interlocking of the pieces as they were presented in the PowerPoint item.  Steve Uzmann pointed out that public transportation is not viable in Spencer and Danby.  Danny said public transportation is viable in dense communities; while he wants to encourage public transit, he sees it is not always viable.  Neha responded that while this is historically true, there are creative solutions such as park & ride facilities and shuttle services between major shopping and business areas.  Steve Uzmann suggested subsidizing rural routes with income from city riders.  That would have a positive impact on the environment, as the large number of miles traveled by commuters yield pollution.

Larry reiterated the need to maintain municipal sovereignty.  Bob pointed out that the County performs 239 reviews of development projects and, if they identify concerns, the municipality must vote by supermajority to pass the project.  Heather pointed out that staff rarely identifies intercommunity impacts, but usually provides comments on transportation aspects and environmental impacts.  Comments do not restrict a project.  Herb pointed out that New York State requires the County to perform the 239 reviews.   

Dooley Kiefer mentioned that the Comp Plan has quite a bit of mention of agriculture and water resources, but is silent on air quality.  She expects nanotechnology to be approached from an economic development standpoint, but feels it needs to be examined in terms of air quality, too.  Neha pointed out that investment in public transportation for the rural areas might lower traffic density on Route 13 and affect the needs under review in that corridor study.  

Municipal Report – Town of Ithaca:  Herb Engman presented a report for Barney Unsworth.  The revised zoning ordinance has been completed.  The Codes and Ordinances Committee will be reviewing the Town lighting ordinance and the stream protection ordinance.  The Planning Board approved the Overlook at West Hill housing project.  423 acres of Ithaca College land will come under the Forest Stewardship Plan developed with DEC.  IC has retained a consulting forester to assist with the management of these properties, as recommended by DEC.  The Conservation Board will soon be deciding on their recommendation for the Fisher Award, then that will be reviewed by the Town Board.  This award is for an environmentalist who is a citizen of the Town of Ithaca.  Herb also noted the Town Board passed a personal watercraft ordinance on Monday, which is more restrictive than the Town of Lansing’s.  He has recently become a member of the Town Board, and is astounded by the amount of recreational trail development that is going on.  As the County has no parks, Herb sees a responsibility for the towns to work on trails.

Chair's Report –  Steve Nicholson reported that Sustainable Tompkins is having good success setting up their next phase of development.  According to an Ithaca Journal survey, articles on the environment are the second most desired information, after local news.  On Monday, Steve attended a meeting at TC3 about the college acquiring a wind turbine.  He will begin serving on the Dryden School Solar Committee.  Dryden Schools recently acquired a 2 kw solar panel through a grant from NYSERDA.  Lansing and the Alternative Community School are also getting solar panels through that grant program.  

Steve encouraged more contributions to the EMC News.  Steve Uzmann moved that members will be encouraged to submit at least one news item per year, seconded by Karen Edelstein and passed by voice vote (Larry did not vote).  Staff will develop a reminder system.

Coordinator’s Report –  Heather said the EMC News also seeks committee information.  She announced that EMC and the Planning Department will host a webcast from LGEAN on wind energy on 3/24 at 2 PM.  Because there is limited space, members are asked to respond if they will be attending.  She introduced Dick Booth, a member of the Legislature’s Planning, Development & Environmental Quality Committee, who will serve as the EMC Liaison this year.

County Legislature Liaison Report – Dick Booth reported that he expects a long budget discussion this year.  He noted that he used to be a member of EMC.
Member Items – Steve Uzmann said he gave Heather an article on paved surfaces that could go in the News.  It discussed the 1% of American land that is paved for roads and the huge impact on the land, animal species and birds.  Karen Edelstein said Steve Farkas, Lansing Supervisor, recently told her that some of the Town barns are being re-roofed with solar shingles.  Bob Roe said Quality Deer Management was written into the Danby Comp Plan.  They are seeking a $35,000 development grant for a feasibility study of QDM.  Danny Pearlstein reported that there was an article in the Ithaca Journal that the Redbud Woods Working Group lost their lawsuit against the Planning Board.  Working Group members are still meeting with CU officials.  President Lehman will decide by mid-April whether or not CU will sue the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

Kenny Christianson distributed a draft resolution recommending a renewable energy portfolio for the County’s electricity purchases, which will be on the April EMC agenda.  This is followup on the Citizens Campaign for the Environment guest speakers who were at EMC in January.  The Energy Committee will meet 3/22.  Neha Khanna brought a spoon made of cornstarch, as mentioned in the news last weekend.  A copy of the article was in the Mail folder.  Barbara Ebert offered members copies of some old environmental impact statements and annual reports that had been reviewed by ERC.  Cindy Seliger said the Newfield Visioning group will meet again on 3/29.  They will be doing public outreach in the Town over the next year to inform citizens of their plans.  The Health Department is cosponsoring workshops with Cayuga Lake Watershed Network on water wells, and the workshop includes wellwater testing.  Steve Nicholson said he just got a Prius.  He has heard the production wait is now 8 months and the local dealership is not taking orders.
Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on April 14, 2004
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