Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

January 14, 2004

Present:
Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Meira Hertzberg, Neha Khanna, Mandy Kittelberger, Bill Kolberg, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Cindy Seliger, Carolyn Shapiro, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin 

Absent:
Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Christian Nielsen, Danny Pearlstein, Larry Sharpsteen, Dave Woodard

Associates:
Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer (Legislature Liaison)

Staff:
Heather Filiberto (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Rob Foster and Dereth Glance (Citizens Campaign for the Environment)
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor –  There were no visitors who wished to speak.

Municipal Renewable Energy Purchasing – Dereth Glance and Rob Foster were present from Citizens Campaign for the Environment (CCE) to talk about the need to establish clean, renewable energy priorities.  Dereth provided a handout and spoke about the background of their project.  She also provided a sample resolution.  CCE is an 18-year-old statewide citizens’ lobbying organization concerned with environmental and health issues.  CCE recommends use of renewable, sustainable energy and urge public investment in wind and solar power.  They hope Tompkins County will establish a goal of purchasing 25% of their electricity needs from renewable sources by 2010.  Dereth stated that wind-generated energy is becoming more affordable, and noted that prices have dropped 50% within the last two years and continue to decline.  

[Administration of the Oath of Office – Aurora Valenti, Tompkins County Clerk, arrived, so the presentation was briefly interrupted while new and reappointed members took their oaths.]

Dereth said wind power would cost about one cent per kilowatt hour more than current prices for fossil sources, and prices will continue to drop as support increases for renewable energy.  Rob Foster said an average household would spend about $12.00 extra per month on electricity if all of it came from wind sources.  Dereth and Rob both stressed that society needs to invest for the future.  Municipalities that have made the commitment in spite of slightly higher prices have public support.  Dereth and Rob agreed that conservation also needs to be practiced.  The wind farms that are sending energy to the grid now are not selling all their power yet.  

Herb said this would be an easier sell if there were some breakeven point in the future where early investors would get a price break because they did invest early.  We are currently investing in a private enterprise for no product.  Steve Uzmann asked about quantities of finite resources, and Rob said the known oil reserves do not equal the oil on the planet.  Oil reserves are not expected to decline until after 2005.  American coal has been estimated to be adequate for 250 years of use at current usage rates.  Peter Harriott said he has not been able to get a clear answer from the Catch the Wind administration about what the money is being used for.  Peter said it is unclear if a better investment is Catch the Wind or researching and using the most energy efficient equipment available, such as air conditioners.  Rob Foster said some CCE goals are not tangible, but they are trying to develop sustainable energy in the State.  Kenny Christianson reviewed the steps Tompkins County has taken in the Cities for Climate Protection process:  Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory, emission reduction goal, and development of a Local Action Plan.  The County and the Energy Committee continue to look at buildings and the automobile fleet for ways to reduce energy use.  Kenny pointed out that Tompkins County is part of MEGA (Municipal Electric & Gas Alliance), and he sees three alternatives:  1) Continue to pay for Catch the Wind, but there is no guarantee the money is being used for development.  It is not clear to him they are doing anything.  2) Change to a mix of renewable energy.  He noted Sterling Planet uses 40% biomass.  3) Build your own turbines and save on distribution costs, as was also suggested by Peter Harriott.  Any recommendation for Tompkins County energy purchasing would also need to be addressed to MEGA.

Rob Foster said even when you pay a premium for wind energy, you change the mix on the grid.  Chair Steve Nicholson said the draft resolution will be reviewed by the Energy Committee.

Approval of December 11, 2003 Minutes – Changes were submitted.  Concerning the fEIS on the wastewater treatment project, Joyce Gerbasi reported that Susan Brock pointed out several places where Joyce’s concerns about the location of pipes were addressed.  The revised minutes were approved by consensus.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning.

Vote for Vice Chairs – Kenny Christianson presented the slate for the Nominating Committee.  Joyce Gerbasi, Danny Pearlstein and Steve Uzmann were nominated for the three vice-chair positions.  No other members wished to be on the ballot.  There was a voice vote to close the nominations.  Motion was made by Bob Roe, and seconded by Kenny Christianson to approve the slate, which passed by unanimous voice vote.

Establish Committees and Committee/Liaison Signups – These committees were established for 2004:  Environmental Review, Education, Energy, Public Safety Communications System, and Water Monitoring.  Joyce was not sure if there is still a need for the Hudson River PCBs, so that may be established later.  Other ideas suggested were wetlands functions (will be addressed by Water Resources Council), Cayuga Inlet dredging (being coordinated by Chamber of Commerce), and personal watercraft (WRC is monitoring creation of municipal laws).  A signup sheet was passed around, and members and associates who were not present will be contacted for signup.  Committee chairs reviewed goals for 2004.

Member Item – John Dennis had to leave early, but wanted to report that he recently drove by the Cornell University Radioactive disposal site and the chemical disposal site near the airport.  It appears to him that they are ready to put the plastic cap on the radioactive disposal site.  He is concerned that large quantities of stone have been placed on the private property that is within 150’ of the chemical disposal site.

Chair's Report – Steve Nicholson reported that Sustainable Tompkins continues with their organization steps.  This will be a cooperative effort between EcoVillage and Ithaca College.  They are contacting local businesses for support and will be clarifying their goals.

Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto explained the use of mail folders, where news articles and mail are available.  Members may take copies if any are attached, or request a copy by using the signup sheet in each folder.  There are brochures in the folder this month about a Cooperative Extension seminar on septic systems, to be held 2/26.  Heather said the County Comprehensive Plan draft is almost complete.  The principles and action steps should be ready in February, and a presentation to EMC will be planned.  Blue sheets were handed out for municipal members, which showed the schedule of reports for the year.  A gold sheet was passed around so members could indicate how they wish to receive their agendas.  [The gold sheet disappeared – perhaps it will return tanned and relaxed after John’s Florida vacation.]  Also distributed were meeting dates for 2004 and a membership list.

County Legislature Liaison Report –  Dooley Kiefer said Legislature committees have not been formed yet.  She attended a health and aging issues luncheon today with Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton, Assemblyman Richard Gottfried, and Assemblyman Steve Englebright where banning open burning was a topic.  Dooley brought up net metering for municipalities with Mr. Englebright, who sponsors the current net metering legislation, and was told municipalities never mentioned net metering before.  He would consider adding it.

The Space Needs & Location Committee has now set office space standards, which will help define future County renovation and construction projects.

Kathy Wilsea said at the Water Resources Council on 1/12, they decided to continue developing a display for Water Week that will demonstrate water pollution from two-stroke engines.  They also hope to have decibel measurement equipment.  Steve Nicholson might find out if this is also available for Earth Day.
Introduction of New Members – Steve Nicholson welcomed new members.  Introductions were made around the room.  Peter Harriott asked who can vote at EMC, and was told the members can vote at all meetings (they are listed in the top segment of the membership list), and associates have voting rights in committees.

Member Items – Steve Uzmann passed around a color photo of the meeting of the Ithaca Landmarks Preservation Commission about Redbud Woods.  This photo included six members of the EMC and was on the front page of the Ithaca Journal.  He announced that part of the Light in Winter festival on January 23-24-25 will be a free ice climbing demonstration on Sunday at the Giles Street bridge.  Cindy Seliger asked members for information on creating comprehensive plans.  She is finding resistance in her community to developing a comprehensive plan.  There will be a meeting 1/27 at 7 PM in Newfield, and she would like to have visitors from other municipalities speak.  Any information can be e-mailed to her.  Karen Edelstein said Tompkins County has a Beautification Coordinator who coordinates a grant program for municipalities.  All of the 2004 funds will be available in the spring, with applications due 4/29.  Chrys Gardner can be contacted at Cooperative Extension.  Kenny Christianson asked members of the Energy Committee to stay briefly to establish a meeting date.

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on February 11, 2004
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