Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

April 15, 2003

Present:
Christian Boissonnas, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, John Dennis, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Dan Lamb, Stephen Nicholson, Christian Nielsen, Danny Pearlstein, Larry Sharpsteen, Dave Woodard

Absent:
Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives Liaison), Mikel Shakarjian

Staff:
Heather McDaniel (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Rachel Brock, Wendy Skinner, Dan Winch (County Legislator)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:07 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor –  Dan Winch spoke of his interest in a state-wide ban on burn barrels.  He would like to work with EMC to get this through the state legislature.

Approval of March 12, 2003 Minutes – Passed unanimously with the following changes:  Page 2, second full paragraph, begin “Mikel Tompkins County is trying to reach an agreement . . .”Page 4, top (Chair’s Report) Jennifer Clark  Grant.  Page 4, first full paragraph, capacity of floating classroom is 28 plus crew.  Christian Boissonnas submitted revisions for minutes of his municipal report, and it was agreed to use them to replace the three paragraphs in the draft minutes. 

Primer on Green Buildings – EMC member Christian Nielsen-Palacios gave a presentation on green buildings.  He is an architect with an interest in green design.  Lately public interest has skyrocketed in this concept.  A recent letter to the Ithaca Journal proposed that the Cayuga Green projects meet LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) parameters.  Christian would like to see requirements for public buildings to meet LEED standards, and would like to see a countywide policy requiring LEED standards for buildings that request tax-exempt funding.  Governor Pataki issued executive order 111 that encourages green design in projects of state agencies. The state of New Jersey requires new schools to be certified as LEED buildings.  

Using the framework of the website of the Green Building Council < www.usgbc.org >, Christian provided information on how the LEED rating system was developed and is implemented.  USGBC is an organization of governments, builders, and designers (individuals cannot join).  LEED certification provides a standardized measure for comparing green buildings worldwide. A design must qualify for at least 26 points in order to be certified, and there are silver, gold and platinum levels.  There is a need to educate the public on environmental, economic, health & safety, and community benefits of green design, so people do not only think of it as raising construction costs.  It makes business sense to utilize green building design due to increased occupant productivity.  Studies have proven the positive impacts of natural light and improved air quality.  As of December 2002, 38 projects have been LEED certified and 601 have been registered to pursue certification. The certification is available for all types of buildings, government, education, housing, etc. Local and State governments are adopting LEED design requirements.

To qualify for certification, a designer must register the project (fee is $250) and document that the intentions of the design were carried out.  Designers receive technical support during the process.  Areas of certification are:  sustainable sites, water efficiency, energy & atmosphere, materials & resources, indoor environment quality, and innovation & design process.  Another website for information is < www.leedbuilding.org >.  NYSERDA has some financial incentives to encourage people to pursue LEED certification.  The Corning-Painted Post High School applied for a NYSERDA program that would provide $400,000 and, if the project is LEED-certified, they can get another 10% ($40,000).  

For professionals, LEED accreditation is available.  Workshops are provided, or a professional can opt to only take the certification exam.  In order to obtain LEED certification, a building must be smoke-free.   Christian designs schools, which are already smoke-free by NYS law.  But this is a challenge for designers of hotels and restaurants. 

Questions:  Danny Pearlstein asked when does a designer register.  Christian said an owner or architect states their intention and makes contact at the beginning of the project.  Dooley Kiefer asked if Cornell University pursued certification for the North Campus development.  Christian said they did not; there is only one certified project on the CU campus.  Susan Brock said the West Campus Residential Initiative designers said WCRI would qualify, but they are not pursuing certification.  Christian said some owners don’t want to pay the certification fees.  Joyce asked about the application process.  Christian said it costs $250 to apply, and certified projects get a plaque and a letter.  Karen asked if there were elements of landscape design in the criteria.  Christian said some aspects are erosion control (prerequisite), stormwater management, location near public transportation, preferential parking for carpoolers, use of bike racks and showers, inclusion of electric car recharge sites, prevention of light pollution, and use of pavement and roofing colors that reduce need for temperature control.  Karen asked if there are any local landscape designers who have been accredited.  Christian said Paul Ballard of Thomas Group is accredited, and more have applied.  Dooley asked what is a “sustainable site plan”?  Christian said this may encourage redevelopment of brownfields and proximity to transportation.  Dooley asked if information is available about the California standards.  Christian said information on the schools and retail studies is available at < www.h-m-g.com >.  John Dennis asked if there are tax incentives.  Christian said there are few in NYS, and he is not too familiar with them because he works with tax-exempt properties.  Dan Lamb asked if there are other incentives.  Christian mentioned again that Energy Smart of NYSERDA can provide $400,000 for design and 10% more if certified.    

Update on the Comprehensive Plan Process – Heather McDaniel sent an e-mail to members last week, which provided information on the plan elements and invited comments. As a result of input that was received at public meetings and community group meetings, including the EMC, a list of over 45 issues were identified as potential plan elements. A set of criteria was developed and the Planning Advisory Board used it to select the elements to include in the plan. Comments on the draft plan elements can be submitted until the end of April.

Joyce asked about the intermunicipal planning group that was established to interact with Planning Department staff.  She felt it was important that they not transfer any powers in their agreements.  Heather said a group was organized by the Municipal Officials Association, and they will be the avenue for comments on specific land use and municipal issues.  They have come up with a performance-based approach.  Joyce speculated that the term “established explicitly” in the Statement of Purpose is now inaccurate.  Dooley Kiefer said the group is part of MOA, but was initially established for this purpose.  Larry Sharpsteen said it is important to remember attendance does not mean agreement.  Heather said all the towns and villages were invited to appoint two members to the MOA.  They agreed that two representatives from the City of Ithaca would be invited to discussions relating to the Comprehensive Plan.  

Dooley said she still feels energy should be a freestanding element.  Heather asked what she would choose to omit in order to make room.  Steve Nicholson noted that energy fits into elements 1 (Economic Development-Related), 2 (Facilities-Related), 4 (Physical Development-Related) and 5 (Transportation-Related).  Heather said there is a lot going on in Tompkins County, and even though every issue won’t be included in the Comprehensive Plan, many are being addressed in other ways.  Christian Nielsen commented on the placement of housing, facilities and water resources.  Heather said some elements would naturally overlap.  Herb Engman (PAB member) said that part of the criteria that was used to determine the plan elements was considering the role that county government could have in addressing that issue.  The PAB spend a lot of time talking about including scenic views, but points that such inclusion would be expensive and time- consuming were raised.  Heather said staff also discussed scenic resources after the PAB discussion.  Herb said the Finger Lakes Land Trust also has an interest in viewsheds, and we might build a partnership and develop it as we did the UNA directory.  If EMC had been aware of the magnitude of the UNA project, they might also have been put off by expense and time commitment.  Mikel Shakarjian asked about having communication towers included.  Heather thought that may be part of county facilities, but will not be a separate element.  Heather encouraged members to provide comments.

Municipal Members Quarterly Reports – Town of Newfield:  Donna Jean Darling said Tom Gerow, who attended EMC last month as a guest, will not be joining EMC but will pursue his interests on the Town level.  She reported that the King Bowstring Bridge is closed now.  School children used to cross the bridge on foot to get to school, and they are being diverted onto Route 13 or across the covered bridge, which is dark.  Buses were provided, but as they were not being used that has been discontinued.  Diverted foot traffic is under study at this point.  Water District #2 is proving more costly than budgeted.  Herb Engman asked when they would start operation, and Donna Jean did not have a date.

Town of Lansing:  Larry Sharpsteen said efforts on the consolidation of the water district are ongoing.  There will be a meeting next week on the intermunicipal sewage plan, and he hopes they will have an agreement soon.  Construction of infrastructure would start in a couple years.  About three years ago the Town purchased the former fire station in South Lansing, which was a foreclosed property.  The solid waste has been cleaned up, which included machinery, tires, asphalt, chemicals, and buried fuel tanks.  The property is now on the market, so they hope to have it back on the tax roles.  The Land Use Ordinance is almost ready for the public review process.  The document resolves old discrepancies and adjusts some of the zoning boundaries.  One goal is to increase opportunities for density in areas that already have infrastructure.  The Lake Zone was extended another 1,000 feet from the railroad tracks, so is now 2,000 feet.  This reduces possible density and development on the sensitive slope and increases scrutiny in the site plan review process.  He was not present for the EMC discussion last month on cluster housing, but says the Town of Lansing has no lot size specified.  They allow density to be developed for a particular planned development area based on needs and site plan review.  Joyce Gerbasi asked if they are doing anything about downward lighting.  Larry said it is addressed in the site plan review, and the land-use ordinance was improved to “have teeth” and can be enforced better.  Dooley Kiefer asked if the LUO would encourage green buildings.  Larry said the Town of Lansing LUO does not have architectural standards.

Village of Lansing:  John Dennis said the Village is looking at encouraging clustering, in part because eventually they expect increased sewer needs for the Village and increased demand for housing in the area.  There is a 20-acre site near his home, and he has heard the developer is looking at something like Eco Village.  There is not much interest in Open Space funding, and usually the land set aside is unbuildable anyway.  The Village no longer has a Conservation Advisory Council.  Heather McDaniel asked if open space was donated, became parkland, or how it was handled.  John said a homeowners association is preferred by their Planning Board chair, Ned Hickey.  This keeps the land on the tax base.  The Village is hiring a consultant from Rochester to work on open space.  Larry Sharpsteen said the Town of Lansing has a model, which can be a homeowners association or design of clusters to spread responsibility.  There is no maintenance responsibility by the municipality.

Chair's Report –  Steve Nicholson circulated a signup sheet for Adopt-A-Highway cleanup dates of 4/26 and 4/27.  At the Board of Representatives meeting on 4/1, revisions were passed for the County Charter.  They include changing “Board of Representatives” to the Tompkins County “Legislature” and putting EMC in the Charter.  By having EMC in the charter, a local law would be required to alter or disband the council.

Steve announced that Cayuga Nature Center is looking for two new board members, and they especially seek experience in fundraising and/or the environment.  He participated in providing a tour for BOCES tech teachers on 3/14 of the solar panels at the Public Library.  Thirty teachers participated and he joined them when they went for a tour at Lake Source Cooling.  He attended the Community Input Session on 3/26 at the Paleontological Research Institution’s Museum of the Earth.  Groups discussed the role of the Museum of the Earth in the community.  They are using a geothermal heating/cooling system.

A public information meeting was held for homeowners on the Neighbor Notification Law.  He explained the rationale of NNL to attendees.  Cooperative Extension and Environmental Health provided information.  There was some confusion re homeowner responsibility and how it differs from the responsibilities of commercial sprayers.  Steve spoke with Barbara Lifton about supporting burn barrel legislation at a reception for Maurice Hinchey at the State Theatre.  Steve had copies of GreenLeaf available, and noted the current edition has an article on hybrid cars and his article on wind power.

Coordinator’s Report – There was no Coordinator’s Report.

BOR Liaison Report – Dooley said her only news was that EMC is in the revised County Charter, and that was already announced by Steve.  She said EMC remains a program of Tompkins County Planning Department.

Member Items – Herb Engman asked how EMC will coordinate efforts on burn barrels.  Steve Nicholson said the Education Committee is discussing it and this will probably be an agenda item soon.  Herb has new information on burning ag waste and concentrated burn waste, which can be included in a new brochure.  Herb also went to the Town of Ithaca meeting on Monday about Lake Source Cooling.  The Town consultant provided a report on LSC, and raised the same issues EMC brought up during the development phase – the increase in phosphorous levels at the southern end of the lake as a result of the outflow from LSC. Cornell still maintains that they are not increasing over all levels in the lake – they are just moving it from one place to another, which they have a permit to do. There was some discussion on phosphorous and the two types.  Joyce Gerbasi asked about having the outflow monitor near the outflow, and Herb said the consultant also mentioned the monitor is too far out.  Since DEC standards have not been set, Cornell University is not in violation.

Dan Lamb had a copy of the Southern Tier Earth News, which discusses the county-wide ban of open burning in Broome County.  He expects effort to be directed toward county-wide bans rather than state-wide.  Joyce Gerbasi pointed out that open burning is not the same as using burn barrels.  Kenny Christianson said the presence of a marshmallow can make any fire “recreational”.  Dan Winch said many people burn household trash in their woodburning stoves, so there is a need to restrict more than burn barrels.  Dan Lamb said that North East states, except Rhode Island, New York, and Pennsylvania have statewide bans on burning.  Dooley Kiefer said it is important to find out if that bans burn barrels or all open fires.  Dan Winch said groups in the Adirondacks and Catskills are expressing more interest in a ban.  Herb Engman felt the appropriate step would be for EMC to recommend that the Tompkins County Legislature urge the state to pass a ban.  Dan Lamb felt other EMCs could be contacted to begin support in other regions, too.  Danny Pearlstein speculated that it would benefit the cause to link the burn barrel ban to an opportunity to cut Medicaid costs.  

Dan Lamb also announced an upcoming seminar on brownfield cleanup issues.  This will be in Binghamton on 4/28, and is sponsored by Senator Clinton.  This is a business economic development issue in Broome County.  The level of cleanup that will be required is still being negotiated.  Dooley Kiefer asked if the UNA Committee is meeting, as she has some information to provide about horse trails in the county.  Heather said the issue was forwarded to Karen Edelstein, and she will see that Karen gets this information.  Joyce Gerbasi announced that the Fall Creek Cleanup will be May 3rd.  Helpers can meet at Stewart Park or Ithaca Falls.  5/3 is the start of Water Week.  There will be displays in Center Ithaca on the Commons on Friday, 5/9, and at the Farmers Market on Saturday, 5/10.

Kenny Christianson said the Energy Committee had a table at an Energy Fair at Lansing High School recently.  The next meeting of the Energy Committee will be 4/21 at noon in the Old Jail Conference Room. Christian Nielsen announced that Ithaca College has an environmental studies program.  He also said there will be a LEED conference at SUNY ESF on 5/20.  Danny Pearlstein said on April 25th Ray Anderson of Interface, a green carpeting company, will speak at Cornell.  Interface has green factory, manufacturing process, and product.

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:11 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on May 14, 2003

Page 4

