Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

February 12, 2003

Present:
Christian Boissonnas, Kenny Christianson, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Dooley Kiefer, Dan Lamb, Stephen Nicholson, Christian Nielsen, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann, Dave Woodard

Absent:
Susan Brock, Donna Jean Darling, John Dennis, Joyce Gerbasi, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Peter Harriott, Susan Kerns Robinson

Staff:
Heather McDaniel (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:04 p.m.   
I.  Privilege of the Floor –  There were no guests who wished to speak.

II.  Approval of Minutes from 01/08/03 – Revisions were submitted by Herb Engman and Dooley Kiefer.  Motion by Herb Engman to accept the amended minutes, seconded by Bob Roe, and passed unanimously.  Steve Nicholson followed up on a discussion at the January meeting by saying that Cooperative Extension has agreed that associate membership will be suitable for the new Environmental Educator when that person is hired. 

III.  Introduction of All Members – Each member present provided a little personal information and discussed his/her interests that led to membership in EMC.

IV.  Municipal Members Quarterly Reports – Town of Danby:  Bob Roe said the Danby Town Board and Planning Board continue to work on the comprehensive plan, which is currently about 300 pages.  They expect to have a public hearing on that in the spring.  They remain interested in the Aquifer Study development and feel it is crucial to the environment and local planning efforts.  A town park will go on Route 96B, with the site recently having been cleared.  They are trying to obtain permission for a second entrance.  Foreseeable issues include utilizing the comprehensive plan to update zoning, as well as protecting Unique Natural Areas.  They remain involved in the development of the DEC Region 7 Recreation Action Plan.  Danby is watching for the final document as they have concerns for the Danby State Forest.  Region 7 is the first area in NYS to have such a plan.  The Town Board requested that Bob express to EMC their interest in Aquifer Study funding.  In relation to the implementation of the Neighbor Notification Law, Danby council members anticipate that some residents will be dumping old pesticides into their water systems.  Steve Nicholson suggested they contact the Board of Health, Kathy Wilsea said she would bring this to the attention of the Coordinator for the Water Resources Council, and Dooley Kiefer suggested they contact Cooperative Extension.  Bob said this is a concern because new residents lack experience with septic systems.  Dooley made a suggestion that the Danby comprehensive plan designate UNAs as critical environmental areas to afford them some protection under State law.  She also wondered if the Town could mandate septic system inspection.  Susan Kerns Robinson noted that UNA does not only apply to undeveloped land.  Bob said much of the UNA-designated land in Danby has too steep a slope for development, but they want to examine the buffer areas closely.  Karen Edelstein said if they choose to pursue designating some of the UNAs as critical environmental areas, contacts should be made with the UNA subcommittee and Cornell Plantations about prioritization.

Town of Caroline:  Steve Nicholson said last Thursday the first meeting of the new Town of Caroline Planning Board was held.  Their tasks will include continuing the work of the lighting committee, developing the hazard mitigation plan, and working on a comprehensive plan.  Ed Cope and Jennifer Clark will attend the meetings about the development of the County comprehensive plan.  For watershed news, Councilman Todd Schmit has been very active.  Recently some wells tested positive for coliform, which indicates a need for further testing.  They are looking for more funding for their Aquifer Study, which has begun.  North East RCAP is also a contact.  United State Geological Survey will install another gauging station in Six Mile Creek, upstream from the one at Bethel Grove.  The Borilli Stream restoration is underway, with Integrated River Solutions hired for the design and construction phases.  The Town is also working with the City of Ithaca on a couple grant projects to restore riparian buffers.  A large restoration project has begun on Owego Creek in Speedsville, with funding arranged by the Soil & Water Conservation District.

V.  Demonstration of Web Links – Steve Nicholson said he planned this demonstration tonight because EMC members have an obligation to remain current on information about environmental issues and he considers the internet a handy source.  The test web page was started by Ron Beloin, who served on EMC a few years ago, and is currently on Steve’s personal website <http://people2.clarityconnect.com/webpages6/scnfish/emc.htm>.  It includes links for daily news sources, environmental groups, national & government sites, and New York State sites.  He demonstrated use of some of the links, mentioning the Environmental News Network, This Modern World, The Daily Grist, the National Library for the Environment, Planet Ark, and search engine Google.  He asked for suggestions from members for other links.  Members suggested including the Finger Lakes Land Trust and the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network.

VI.  Chair's Report – Steve provided a chart showing the results of the January survey about issues that EMC might address in 2003.  Steve will be attending some board meetings for municipalities that do not have EMC members, and will ask for their comment on these issues.  Heather McDaniel said she saw some overlap with issues addressed by other groups.  Heather asked if the EMC might wish to prioritize its work for this year based on the survey results.  For example, the UNA protocols ranked very high.  Dooley said a couple “issues” are actually obligations of EMC, like communication towers and the Environmental Directory.  Steve said the chart will be a guideline, not define our work for the year.  Steve Uzmann suggesting pursuing liaisons in areas of interest if other groups are handling the issues.  Steve Uzmann also discouraged posting .pdf files on the website, as they become large and are difficult for many people to open.  Steve Nicholson circulated committee signup sheets and municipal report schedules.

Orientation was held before tonight’s meeting for new members, and County Clerk Aurora Valenti swore in new and reappointed members.

Steve reported on the Board of Representatives’ Planning Committee in January, where they discussed Lake Source Cooling monitoring, snowmobile trail crossing signs for County highways, mitigation regarding solar panels on the Public Library that may be shaded by the Cayuga Green parking garage project, and accepted an Environmental Protection Agency grant to put the Natural Resources Inventory on the web.

The Neighbor Notification Law working group has begun meeting, and Steve said he put most of that information in the EMC News.  They have assigned responsibilities, and are using the brochures developed by Westchester County as a starting point for educational materials.  There are four meetings coming up for sprayers, retailers, and the public, and they are noted in the EMC News.  He said there was an article in the press in January about a group who wants to ban aesthetic use of pesticides in New York State.  One member is Laura Haight of NYPIRG, who supported EMC in seeking adoption of NNL in our county.  According to research, less than 20% of pesticides used in NYS in 1999 were for agriculture.

Steve attended the Board of Representative’ Planning, Development and Environmental Quality Committee (PDEQ) in February.  This is the name for the former Planning Committee.  This committee also took on some of the functions of the Workforce & Economic Development Committee.  Dooley Kiefer will remain as the BOR liaison to EMC.  They talked again about snowmobile signs, as the revised estimate to install signs is much higher than the original estimate.

Earth Day 2003 is coming up, and Steve urged anyone interested in working on this to contact him.

Coordinator’s Report – Heather McDaniel said we’re glad to have new members.  One at-large seat remains vacant.  Also vacant are seats for the Town of Groton, Village of Groton, Village of Dryden, City of Ithaca, Village of Freeville, and Village of Trumansburg.  The Town of Enfield notified us that someone has been appointed to attend EMC.

The NYS Association of EMCs (NYSAEMC) will hold their annual conference from October 3 to 5 in Buffalo.  Their theme this year is sustainable and renewable energy.  Tompkins County usually sends a couple EMC members to this conference.  Heather said there has been no State funding for local EMCs for many years.  This past year saw a number of longstanding EMCs lost funding at the local level.  As a result, NYSAEMC has hired a lobbyist to work for funding at the state level for specific topics.  Anyone with ideas for topics for the lobbyist should let Heather know.  Dooley asked if projects would sell better than funding for admin/operating costs, and Heather said yes, that is their opinion right now.  Danny Pearlstein asked about the timeframe if topics were funded and commented that education would be an ongoing endeavor that needs funding.

VII.  Board of Representatives Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer said EMC now reports to PDEQ, and she is concerned about the inclusion of economic development in PDEQ responsibilities.  History shows that when planning and economic development are on the same committee, economic development gets more of the attention.  Planning Commissioner Ed Marx is currently working about 40% of his time for Administration, acting as a kind of interim Deputy County Administrator.  He is interacting with PDEQ, Facilities & Infrastructure, Space Needs & Location and Community & Consumer Affairs committees.  There are efforts underway to quantify the loss of energy from the solar panels on the Public Library due to anticipated shading by the Cayuga Green development.  Most of that would be from the parking garage.  She just heard today that the City has hired a consultant to analyze the impact of shading.  A Project Approval Request Form has been developed by the County that will ensure all projects have appropriate review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
Herb Engman asked if the additional duties being assigned to the Planning Commissioner were factored into the cuts taken in the Planning Department budget.  Dooley said they were not.  Karen Edelstein asked about the job openings in the Planning Department, specifically would there be more staff time for environmental responsibilities.  Heather said that would not be a result of the current changes.  The Commissioner remains committed to the comprehensive plan and developing agreements with municipalities for planning services through TCPD.

Steve Nicholson said PDEQ Committee did not set their goals yet and asked for ideas.  Green buildings, sustainable energy, and tax credits for environmental quality were mentioned.

Christian Boissonnas gave some information on the Water Resources Council.  WRC had a presentation at the 2/10 meeting on the County comprehensive plan.  He noted that mention on the current outline doesn’t mean each item will be included.  EMC members should comment on priorities, and Christian has commented on the need for inclusion of wetlands.  Christian felt the jet ski issue is losing momentum, as the newest draft of recommendations was presented at the WRC meeting 2/10 and it was unclear how to proceed or where it is going.  Members can submit comments on the comprehensive plan to Steve Nicholson and he’ll organize them and forward them to the Planning Department and Herb Engman, who serves on the Planning Advisory Board.  Discussion and comments made to Ed Marx last month need not be duplicated.

Member Items – Karen Edelstein attended the Lake Source Cooling Data Sharing Group meeting on 1/15, where there was discussion about the amount of monitoring that will be required under the new DEC permit.  Mention was made about possibly reducing the number of monitoring tests that are not required by the permit.  Heather noted that the permit renewal notice by the DEC last fall maintained the same number of sites as the previous permit.  The Environmental Review Committee commented in October in support of maintaining at a minimum the same number and parameters as in the original permit, and suggested increasing the requirements to match the extras that LSC has been doing voluntarily.  Karen said Gary Stewart of Cornell has suggested having a spring or summer information day.  The Upstate Freshwater Institute still has some input in the DEC permit process.  Steve Nicholson asked if this should be considered by our Water Committee, and Herb Engman said their chair has been ill, but Herb and Barney Unsworth will discuss it.  Dooley Kiefer asked if WRC is addressing LSC.  Heather said the comment period for the permit renewal was up in October.  Kathy Wilsea said Kate Hackett had been attending the meetings, and she has been on maternity leave.

Danny Pearlstein discussed his interest in finding ways to change or block the parking lot in Cornell University’s West Campus Residential Initiative.  He sent a letter in October, and he attended the public comment meeting at the City, where a range of points in opposition to the garage were presented by area residents.  His interest is in moving it south of Cascadilla Gorge and using an existing parking site for building the garage.  He noted the vote on the final Environmental Impact Statement was delayed until the committee chair could be present, which indicated to him that the full committee did not support this.  Most member comments were that it was too late in the process to effect a change.

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on March 12, 2003
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