NYSA EMC Award Nomination

Ramona Barton Award for Outstanding EMC Member 

Although a relatively new member of the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council, Steve Nicholson has demonstrated total commitment to the environment and has added new creativity to the work of the EMC. 

Steve was the leading force on behalf of the EMC for the installation of solar panels on the new county library, the largest array on a public building in New York State. He was instrumental in convincing county government to make the $550,000 investment and insisted on a public kiosk that shows the activity of the panels and serves as an educational tool. Steve's commitment to alternative energy extends beyond the public domain since he lives "off the grid," powering his three-bedroom house with solar panels and a recently installed windmill. Steve and his family open their house for tours each year, educating hundreds of visitors on the viability of solar and wind power in New York State.

Steve has global interests also, educating the EMC on the Cities for Climate Protection Campaign (CCP) and helping convince local authorities to participate. As a result, an inventory of countywide greenhouse gas emissions was completed and a reduction target was set for county operations. A local action plan to meet that target will be prepared in the Fall. Appropriately, Steve was selected to attend the annual International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives conference, where he accepted a plaque recognizing the county's participation in the campaign. 

Similarly, Steve has educated the EMC on the New York State wind power campaign to prepare us for our local utility's offering of wind power as a billing option.

Pesticide Neighbor Notification has been another campaign for Steve. While not yet successful in the county, Steve has advanced the debate and eventual success is anticipated.

Steve also spearheaded the effort to have the Tompkins County EMC participate in the state’s Adopt-a-Highway program. The EMC’s participation will both benefit the environment and increase the public’s awareness of the EMC.

An active representative of the Town of Caroline to the EMC since 2000, Steve has chaired the Education Committee and the Pesticide Neighbor Notification Committee and serves on the Energy Committee. In all his assignments he gives meticulous attention to gathering the data and information necessary to properly inform the public policy process.

Steve Nicholson has demonstrated total personal and volunteer commitment to the environment. His initiative has made the county, the state, and even the world a better place to live. He is truly an outstanding EMC member.


























