Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

October 9, 2002

Present:
Christian Boissonnas, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Jeff Cox, Donna Jean Darling, John Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Don Weir 

Absent:
Robert Ascher, Barbara Ebert, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Mikel Shakarjian 

Staff:
Heather McDaniel (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
none

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:05 p.m.   
II. Privilege of the Floor – none.

III. Approval of September 11, 2002 Minutes – Passed unanimously with no changes. The following was appended to the end of the minutes: Additions/corrections for the Sept. 11, 2002 EMC Minutes from Dooley Kiefer (not present at the meeting).

Page 2 under VI (Coord. Rpt.)
· Third bullet – correct to read: “The Planning Committee has requested the EMC review the NYS SEQR Type I thresholds currently used by Tompkins County in its Environmental Assessment forms. If the EMC thinks any different (lower) thresholds would be more appropriate to Tompkins County, recommendations should be made to the Planning Committee. Planning Department staff are reviewing the forms themselves to see if they can be made more useful to Tompkins County.”

· Fourth bullet – correct first sentence to read: “A request was made by Dooley Kiefer for the EMC to consider the adequacy of air quality information available in Tompkins County. She was startled about the inadequacy of ozone alerts and how hard it is to find information.”

· Fifth bullet – revise first sentence to read: “A request was made by Dooley Kiefer for the EMC to consider suggesting possible dog park sites as alternatives to the controversial Hog’s Hole site, as was requested by the City’s Neighborhood Issues Committee, or to suggest some criteria for choosing possible sites.”

Page 3 First paragraph, line 5, after “specifications” – I assume Mikel reported on the request by some vendors that the County delay its bid opening date. If she did, then this information should be in the minutes, too. For example, insert: “Prior to the RFP response date the County received requests to delay its bid opening to coincide with the NYS Statewide Network bid opening, since vendors did not want to tip their hands early; the CommCap Committee rejected delay, which apparently decreased the number of responders.”

IV. Establishment of Nominating Committee – Susan Brock announced the need to establish a nominating committee for next year’s EMC chair and vice chair positions. Susan has chaired the EMC for three years and feels it is time to hand the position over to another member. Her professional workload has increased and she feels it is healthy for the EMC chair position to turn over every few years to bring new energy and ideas to the group. She will remain an EMC at-large member. Karen Edelstein, Jeff Cox, and Kenny Christianson volunteered for the nominating committee. The Chair should be voted on in November [note: later determined to be December, per the EMC’s bylaws] so the BOR can approve the seat in December. Vice Chairs should be identified in December for a January vote by the EMC membership. Susan outlined her duties as chair:

· Act as the public face of the EMC to the Planning Committee, the Board of Representatives, and the press.

· Run monthly EMC meetings.

· Attend Planning Committee and BOR meetings as needed.

· Work with the coordinator to prepare monthly meeting agendas and review minutes.

· Establish and periodically review the EMC budget.

· Attend the annual New York State Association of EMCs conference.

· Facilitate dispute resolution and help to move projects forward when necessary.

· Work with the Executive Committee on various issues (charter review, NYSAEMC award nomination, etc.).

· Day-to-day administration.

· Special requests (i.e., sit on the search committee to fill the Commissioner of Planning position).

· Work with the coordinator on the annual report and various letters sent from the EMC.

V. Hudson River PCB Disposal Committee – Joyce Gerbasi reported that this new committee met and in the process of discussing the PCB disposal issue, they were alerted to a pressing issue concerning the DEC’s proposed Environmental Justice policy. The policy is limited to 1) low income and minority communities and 2) projects where DEC is the lead agency. The committee would like to request the EMC send a letter asking the DEC to 1) expand the scope to include other communities (in addition to low income and minority communities) that are already disproportionately adversely impacted by environmental problems, and 2) include all projects involving DEC permits, not just projects where DEC is lead agency. 

The EMC reviewed a draft letter on the Environmental Justice policy and made minor changes. Motion to send the letter from Steve Nicholson, seconded by Don Weir. Approved unanimously. The letter is attached at the end of the minutes.

The committee will continue to look at the issue of possible Hudson River PCB disposal in Niagara County and make a recommendation to the EMC at a future meeting.

VI. Chair's Report – Susan Brock reported that the Executive Committee nominated Steve Nicholson for the NYSAEMC outstanding member award. Historically, a long-term member receives this award, and this year it went to a 25-year member of another EMC. Susan thanked Steve for all his hard work and noted that we still believe quality is important too, not just quantity. The award nomination is attached at the end of the minutes.

· Susan, Heather, Karen Edelstein, Mikel Shakarjian, and Town of Ithaca CAC member Elissa Wolfsen attended the NYSAEMC annual conference last weekend in Corning. The topics were not as informative as in the past, but it was still an important and beneficial networking opportunity. Susan commented on the Community Environmental Management (CEM) initiative by DEC to incorporate environmental education and training for municipalities. The Locally Led Education and Action for Protecting the Environment (LEAPE) program is a component of this and currently being instituted in Tompkins County by the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network. Karen commented favorably on a presentation by the upper Susquehanna Coalition using GIS modeling to identify water quality impacts. A lot of that is also being implemented in Tompkins County.

· Susan is participating on the steering committee for the United Way-funded COMPASS II project, a community-wide effort to identify needs (environmental among others) and match existing resources. Phone and mail surveys will be forthcoming. Please do take the time to participate if you are approached.

· EMC member Don Weir will be leaving us for a teaching job at Auburn University in Alabama. The EMC is sad to see him go, thanked him for his contributions, and wished him well in his new position.

· Susan received a letter from the Water Resources Council Chair, Frank Proto, notifying her that the EMC liaison position to the WRC expires at the end of the year. Heather will follow up with the current liaison, Dooley Kiefer, to assess her continued interest. Christian Boissonnas volunteered to fill the seat if Dooley is amenable. 

· EMC member Susan Kerns Robinson’s husband recently passed away. EMC members asked Susan Brock to send a sympathy card on behalf of the entire EMC.  Members were given Susan Kerns Robinson’s address so they could send individual cards.

VII. Coordinator’s Report – Heather sent letters to all EMC members whose terms are expiring at the end of the year as well as municipal supervisors. She will start advertising to fill vacant positions shortly. If anyone knows anyone who might be interested, please pick up an EMC informational brochure and pass it along. Heather passed out the annual Planning Department Newsletter. Heather received information late today that Erin Crotty, NYS DEC Commissioner, will be in Ithaca tomorrow to announce EPA funding for projects in the watershed. She will e-mail the specifics tomorrow morning when she receives them.

VIII. BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer submitted a written report. She was unable to attend the meeting due to a BOR budget meeting. The Planning Committee received a preliminary Aquifer Needs Assessment report from USGS. On the basis of this, the Committee passed a unanimous motion to pursue a capital project, over 20 years, with a recommended $50,000 in the budget for 2003 and approx. $80,000 per year in subsequent years; this is based on a general formula that would split the costs of this work three ways: 30% USGS, 35% County, and 35% towns. This will, of course, be discussed as part of the Board’s budget deliberations.
IX. Municipal Reports – Village of Lansing: John Dennis made some personal comments about the Pyramid mall and the new Target store. He had mixed feelings about expanding the mall footprint by 25% (Borders, Dicks, Best Buy and Target). This must be weighed against the loss of revenue to surrounding areas in the absence of alternatives here. John feels the footprint of the mall is pushing out in all directions and voiced his concerns about this development. He is certain that neighbors will be applying to change nearby low traffic commercial areas to high traffic commercial areas in the future. In other news, the expansion of Triphammer Road North, ½ mile from Route 13, seems to be moving forward. The Village is searching for funding and will use Federal transportation funding as well. There was a trace element (paradioxine) that was moving from the Radioactive Disposal Site towards the Town of Lansing’s water supply. The New York State acceptable levels have been lowered a bit. John was not sure if the current monthly monitoring report continued to show the movement roughly a mile from Lansing’s water intake. Cornell has added a filtration system that takes these trace elements out at its water treatment facility, so it is difficult to determine if it is coming from RDS or releases from the water treatment facility.

X. Member Items – 

· Dooley Kiefer submitted a written item: “There is an environmental scorecard web site (funded by Environmental Defense) where, among other things, some air quality information is available: URL www.scorecard.org.”

· Last Saturday’s Solar Tour was very well attended. 60 people visited Steve Nicholson’s house on the tour. Ten other homes were included this year as well as the TC Public Library where Kenny Christianson manned a table with information about the solar panels.

· GreenStar’s fall member gathering on October 17th will feature local ecologist and author Sandra Steingraber at the Women’s Community Building from 7:00 to 7:30pm. She will speak about protecting the environment.

· Reminder that the Planning Committee and Health and Human Services Committee will hold a public meeting on the Pesticide Neighborhood Notification Law on October 17th from 7:30pm to 9:00pm.

· Steve Nicholson spoke at the Board of Health meeting on October 8th about Pesticide Neighbor Notification. The Board voted not to consider the issue until the County BOR does.

· Herb Engman announced that he has been appointed to the County’s Planning Advisory Board as a representative from the Natural Environment. The PAB will begin working on the County Comprehensive Plan and the Vital Communities Initiative.

· Karen Edelstein reported from the NYSAEMC conference that there was some informal desire to host the annual conference next year in Ithaca. Members discussed the possibility and concurred that the following year might be more realistic.

· Karen also reported about the Cargill Salt permitting process and requested EMC involvement. The ERC is named as an interested party should the process be reopened for comment.

· The ERC reiterated that generic oil and gas leases were drafted by the county attorney with input from the ERC. Steve Uzmann encouraged anyone who is considering a gas lease to consult these leases and share them with others.

· Steve Uzmann asked whether a request had been forwarded from the Planning Committee to the UNA Committee to review the impacts of snowmobile trails on UNAs. The County administers a state trail grant for 127 miles of trails. The trails traverse at least 3 UNAs in Dryden and Caroline as well as the Danby State forest. Heather confirmed that she had forwarded the request and would follow up and provide a map of the trails to the UNA Committee.

· Christian Boissonnas reported from the Town of Ulysses that a family that is within several hundred feet of the Village of Trumansburg boundaries applied to the Village for inclusion in its water district due to high levels of methane in their well. The Village denied the request and sent them back to the Town. The Town is trying to work with the Village to move this request forward. The Jacksonville Community Association is applying for a grant for a program next year to hold public meetings to inform residents about how to address their old wells and impacts on plumbing when the new water district is in place.

· Don Weir gave the EMC advance notice that the Town of Ithaca plans to act as lead agency for the conversion of the Cornell Equestrian Center land located on Ellis Hollow Road opposite East Hill Plaza to two lighted soccer fields and ultimately five soccer fields. Don noted the lack of a master plan for development at Cornell. 

· Steve Nicholson visited the wind farm at Fenner, which has been in operation for one year. So far output is at 98% of what was expected.

· GreenStar Cooperative Market is adopting a wind turbine under the new NYSEG program. Jeff Cox’s company, Snow Lion, will adopt half of a turbine. Corporate information about the windpower program is currently much more readily available than that for residential customers.

· Susan Brock announced that the City of Ithaca has completed a draft cell tower ordinance. Heather will have a formal copy sent to the EMC and poll ERC and the Towers Committee for interest in receiving copies.

XI. Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:45 p.m.

Attachments:
Letter to DEC on Environmental Justice

NYSAEMC Award Nomination

Respectfully submitted,

Heather McDaniel, EMC Coordinator

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on November 13, 2002 _____
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