Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

April 10, 2002

Present:
Robert Ascher, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Darrel Clark, Jeff Cox, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Joyce Gerbasi, Stephen Nicholson, Carolyn Shapiro, Bob Roe, Steve Uzmann, Don Weir, Roger Yonkin

Absent:
John Dennis, Herb Engman, Bruce Johnson, Larry Sharpsteen, Tony Zarachowicz 

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives Liaison)

Staff:
Heather McDaniel and Tom Mank (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Monika Roth (co-op extension), Ed Marx (TC Planning Dept.), and Dr. Peter Rosenbaum (Oswego EMC and Professor of Biology at SUNY Oswego)

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:10 p.m.   
II. Approval of March 2002 Minutes – Passed unanimously with the following changes: II. Privilege of the Floor, second paragraph legislation is EPA Guidelines are, fourth paragraph A member John Dennis, seventh paragraph removed, eighth paragraph, third line Those three The cases. IV. Lake Source Cooling Data Sharing Committee, first paragraph, fourth line, operating monitoring, Beebe Lake sentence added for Lake Source Cooling at end of sentence. Next sentence, Data is are . . . add at EPA to end of sentence. Next sentence, phosphorous levels have increased varied . . .  unclear if LSC is the source cause”. Next sentence, The weather from Rainfall and runoff. Second paragraph, fifth line, Roger asked why baseline measurements are in quotation. This is because measuring positions are at new locations. Roger asked if there were baseline measurements and what happened. Next sentence, John asked if whether . . .  micrograms parts. VIII. BOR Liaison Report, second line, and are potential UNAs several years ago because of UNA concerns.

III. Protocol for additions to UNA Survey – Susan Brock removed this item from the meeting’s agenda due to concerns brought up in a memo to the executive committee from Katie Borgella of the Tompkins County Planning Department. A small group of the EMC will meet with the Planning Department to discuss the protocol and bring it back to the full EMC for discussion at the next meeting. 

IV. Privilege of the Floor – Tompkins County Planning Commissioner Ed Marx introduced a colleague and friend, Dr. Peter Rosenbaum. Dr. Rosenbaum is a member of the Oswego EMC and a professor of Biology at SUNY Oswego. He spoke briefly about his research and documentation of bog turtles (clemmys muhlenbergii) in New York State. He is on sabbatical this semester at Cornell working on a study to amplify and sequence DNA using bog turtles as subjects. In conjunction with his research Dr. Rosenbaum will visit an historic bog turtle site located near the ball field adjacent to Buttermilk Falls. 

V.
Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law/Resolution 2-2002 – The pesticide committee presented a resolution recommending the BOR adopt the Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law. Discussion focused on the flaws in the law and the exemptions that are not covered. Many members agreed the law is a first step and can not be all things. The Pesticide Committee accepted minor editing comments and the following friendly amendments:

· 1st WHEREAS, “safe as if used as directed”
· 2nd WHEREAS, deleted apostrophe from “citizen’s”, added laundry and moved to after 6th WHEREAS (commercial and residential . . .)

· 3rd WHEREAS, added the elderly, deleted apostrophe from “it’s”, and moved according to the EPA, 95% of the pesticides used on residential lawns are possible or probable carcinogens to end of 6th WHEREAS (commercial and residential . . .)

· 6th WHEREAS,  is primarily for cosmetic purposes only
· 7th WHEREAS, “counties” changed to “county”

· added the following two WHEREAS clauses after the 9th WHEREAS

Whereas, the adoption of the NNL serves as a first step in addressing the risks of pesticide use in the environment, and

WHEREAS, Albany County was originally concerned with problems enforcing the law, enacted the law with a one-year sunset provision, and at the end of the one year sunset provision voted to continue the law without qualification, and

· 11th WHEREAS, changed “ordinance” to “law.”

Robert Ascher called the question and a vote was taken. Motion Approved: 11 for; 1 against (Roger Yonkin); 2 abstentions (Steve Uzmann and Bob Roe).

V. Chair's Report – Susan Brock reported on a meeting she attended in Owego in February along with EMC representatives from Broome and Chemung Counties where they talked to community members trying to establish an EMC in Tioga County. The County has nine legislators, four of whom are new members and they do not have any CACs. Susan talked to the approximately 50 people who attended the meeting about some of the EMC’s projects including the UNA database, pesticide neighbor notification, and oil and gas drilling on county lands. Susan said she was impressed with the local community’s desire to get something started and inspired by their efforts. 

VI. Coordinator’s Report – Heather McDaniel was introduced as the new EMC Coordinator. She began her report by praising Tom Mank for his work as EMC Coordinator and thanked him for passing things on in such an orderly manner. Heather passed out invitations for the Local Officials Training organized by the Planning Department that will take place on the evening of May 22nd. Members not present will receive invitations in the mail. The training will provide an overview for Planning and Zoning Board members and include a short presentation on SEQRA that members may be interested in. The Planning Committee of the BOR is holding a public meeting April 11th to solicit comments on the Vital Communities Initiative Draft Development and Preservation Principles. She asked if any members could attend and speak about the EMC’s resolution in support of the principles. The airport has completed its project to top and remove trees near Sapsucker Woods. Unfortunately, neither Mikel nor the EMC were notified prior to the action as agreed upon. After the action was completed Bob Nicholas from the airport responded that there was not enough time to allow for a review. Discussion ensued and it was decided that Steve Uzmann and Susan Brock would work with Mikel to send a letter to the airport and BOR stressing their objection to ignoring the agreed upon prospective notification. Heather reported that Mikel wished to thank EMC members for submitting comments on the draft RFP for the Public Safety Communication Project. The draft RFP has been revised and will be released to vendors around April 15th for a 90-day comment period. There will be a mandatory pre-bid conference around May 15th. A timeline will be included in the package. If anyone has any questions or concerns, feel free to call Mikel. Heather will e-mail the revised RFP to members when it is available. Finally, Heather is working on the 2001 annual report. She asked committee chairs to submit a short summary of their work to include in the report and will e-mail similar requests to liaisons.  

VII. BOR Liaison Report – Dooley brought member attention to an article about algae in the Soil and Water Conservation Newsletter being passed around in the EMC folder. The County auction on foreclosed properties will be held on May 11th. At last month’s EMC meeting she asked for input (which she did not receive) on two parcels on the auction list: the Lansing Dryden Swamp and the Caroline Pinnacles, which were both removed from the auction list several years ago. Frank Proto will introduce a resolution to the BOR next week requesting the removal of the Caroline Pinnacles site, but she is unsure there will be sufficient support to approve the action. Karen Edelstein replied that she had spoken to Bob Wesley and Nancy Ostman. A partial survey had been done and showed the property is about one-third the size of what the County thought. The Cornell Plantations submitted a prorated bid for the smaller property, which the County rejected. Cornell withdrew the offer and will bid on it at the auction.  AES Cayuga has requested BOR support for their position in support of proposed DEC regulations to reduce power plant emissions for NOx and SO2. She asked if the Energy Committee could meet and comment on the request prior to the Planning Committee meeting next week.
VIII. Member Items – Joyce Gerbasi announced three upcoming events. On May 4th the Fall Creek Watershed Committee is sponsoring a Fall Creek clean up. Water Week is May 11th. Events will be held on Friday at the Commons (Center Ithaca if it rains) and on Saturday at the Farmers Market. On April 27th the Fall Creek Watershed Committee is participating in a chemical testing training to become certified DEC testers. Anyone interested in participating should contact Joyce.
· Karen Edelstein reported on a UNA presentation she gave on April 4th to the Broome County EMC. Members were impressed with the scope of the Tompkins County database and are looking to undertake a similar project.

· Karen also supplied responses to questions asked at the last meeting about Lake Source Cooling as follows: monitoring takes place bi-weekly, which means twice monthly. Monitoring will continue through the permit term (a 5-year permit renewable in 2003), then Cornell will negotiate with DEC. It is likely monitoring will take place over the life of the facility. The intake has not been pigged during the two years of operation because there has been no evidence of build up in the intake. Future actions will depend on need. Phosphorous data was not collected during construction of the sewage treatment plant. Phosphorous was banned from detergents in 1972. Baseline monitoring data was taken from 1994 to 1996: one near the outflow, one deep near the intake, and one shallow near the intake. The EIS contains lake water quality monitoring data taken prior to 1998 and is available at the public library. Pre-operational monitoring took place at the current nine sites during 1998 and 1999 and post-operational monitoring at those sites during 2000 and after. There has been no temperature or phosphorous plume detected from the outfall. Karen will ask at the next Lake Source Cooling meeting when the LSC monitoring permit is up for renewal and report back to the EMC. Karen agreed with Don Weir that it might be appropriate for the EMC to pass a resolution in support of continued monitoring over the life of the Lake Source Cooling facility.

· Ken Christianson announced a community meeting tomorrow about the Court Street Manufacturing Gas Plant contamination. A community group is forming around this issue and he will keep the EMC informed.

· Ken reported that comments were basically favorable at the Public Hearing for the Cornell Veterinary Medical Waste Facility tonight. He recommends that the Lake Source Cooling data-sharing group get involved with monitoring of this project. He also mentioned there is a South Hill clean up on Saturday if anyone is interested.

· Don Weir asked if anyone was aware that the Water Resources Council is addressing the issue of regulations for 2-stroke engines in Cayuga Lake and wanted to know if the EMC should get involved. Susan replied that we are aware and the EMC pwill receive their recommendations.

· Don also showed the EMC a copy of the DRAFT Lake and Waterfront Revitalization Plan for Cayuga Lake and urged members to take a look at this interesting and complex document. Darrel Clark and Ken Christianson asked for copies, which Tom Mank will supply.

· Roger Yonkin reported that he would like to see Cayuga Lake monitored for water quality. As a first step, he will talk to Jose Lozano to find out what monitoring is being done by the wastewater treatment plant.

· Steve Uzmann reported the ERC reiterated its comments on oil and gas leasing on County lands in a memo to the Planning Committee. The only change from previous comments was in regards to the Caswell Landfill, which previously recommended no leasing on the wetlands and no surface occupancy on the landfill. The recommendations are no leasing in both areas.

· Karen Edelstein asked if anyone knew how the Town of Newfield responded to the Organic Cemetery. Donna Jean Darling responded that she was at the Town Board meeting where they said they would look at the proposal and get back to them.

· Karen announced that Earth Day is April 21st. The EMC will have a table with the UNA display at the celebration in DeWitt Park. Steve will send an e-mail requesting volunteers to staff the table.

IX. Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:48 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Heather McDaniel, EMC Coordinator

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on May 8, 2002
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