Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

January 9, 2002

Present:
Robert Ascher, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Jeff Cox, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Bruce Johnson, Bill Lesser, Heather McDaniel, Stephen Nicholson, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin, Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Darrel Clark, John Dennis, Bob Roe

Associates:
Walter Buble, Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives (BOR) Liaison), David Weinstein

Staff:
Tom Mank (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Ed Marx, Commissioner of Planning; Scott Wiggins; Monica Hargraves 

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:05 p.m.  She welcomed Ed Marx, the new Commissioner of Tompkins County Planning Department.  Due to an administrative problem, some membership appointments have not been approved by the Board of Representatives yet.  As only eleven people are qualified to vote at this time, the Executive Committee has postponed voting for vice chairs until next month.  The Executive Committee will recommend that the current vice chair positions be extended and the eleven people eligible to vote can vote on that.  All candidates have been notified.     
I. Privilege of the Floor –  Scott Wiggins, Chair of the Strategic Tourism Board for Tompkins County, and his daughter were present to speak about duck hunting on Cayuga Lake, which he characterized as “really intensive” this year.  They wanted to know what the regulations are and how they could pursue getting the regulations changed.  Larry Sharpsteen provided information.  There is no 500 foot limit as long as the hunter is below mean low water line and facing the lake.  Hunting from boats is perfectly legal.  Hunting from land, they would need to have landowner permission.  Changes would have to be requested at the state or federal level.  The State closed hunting at Allan H. Treman Marina at the request of the City.  Waterfowl numbers are increasing at the southern end of the lake.  With specific complaints, contact the Sheriff’s department and request a call back from the DEC enforcement officer.  Mr. Wiggins thanked the group for the information and the opportunity to speak.    

II. Approval of December 12, 2001 Minutes – Passed unanimously with the following changes:  Add line for Staff in roster, move Tom Mank to that line.  Section X, last sentence change to read:  “From a global perspective, the United States’ energy policies are not acting responsibly to responsible given the world’s global warming crisis.” 

III. Introduction of Members and Discussion with Planning Commissioner Edward Marx – Susan asked members to introduce themselves and provide some information about their interests and skills for each other and Ed Marx.

Ed Marx said he grew up in Corning and probably developed his interest in the environment as a child spending summers on Seneca Lake.  His bachelor’s degree is from Cornell in Natural Resource Economics.  He worked in Colorado and got his master’s degree from the University of Colorado in Planning.  After working in the west as a planning and development consultant, he came to Oswego County as Deputy Director, then Director of the Planning Department.  The EMC has been a program of the Planning Department in Oswego County for about six years, having previously been part of the Health Department.  Most recently, wellhead protection study for village water supplies, inventory of biological resources, and inventory of wetlands have been active programs for the EMC in Oswego County.  Even when his career did not involve environmental issues, Ed worked as a volunteer with local groups.  He feels the condition of the planet as we leave it to the next generation is our greatest legacy. 

Ed feels the Vital Communities Initiative is an excellent framework to move forward from.  It establishes principles for development and protection.  He feels Tompkins County is a unique place in Upstate New York because of its natural setting and its people resources.  He expects a major outreach to the municipalities so the Planning Department can interact with them, and also working partnerships with the state and federal governments and agencies (such as DEC, DOT, DOS).  

EMC Member Comment:  Regarding development in the Southwest area of the City, why does all the outcry seems to concentrated in only one area.  Why was there no opposition to the other “big box” stores (Eckerd, Tops, etc)?  Also, along the lake there is a railroad track that would make an incredible walking trail.  How does a planner approach the subject, when they hear afterwards that someone should have done something about it.  Some businesses seem to know things before the public does.  How do developers find out?  Ed: has an interest in developing a comprehensive plan for the County, which is a project the Planning Department has been interested in for several years.  What form it would take, he is unsure of now.  Having a plan is a step toward avoiding mistakes in the future.  We should always be looking at least two years ahead.  It is difficult for any community to fight any major economic forces, and retailers are prime examples.  The national businesses are difficult to limit, but they cannot be avoided.  Vibrant downtowns and village/neighborhood commercial areas add to the character of neighborhoods.  

Comment:  One of the big challenges in this community is a large urban-rural divide.  It would be beneficial if the rural areas would come to consider the Planning Department as a resource rather than a threat.  There seems to be a fear that the County is trying to “take over.”  Ed: says he hopes to provide some outreach to the rural communities to let them know the Department’s role.  Comment:  There is also a Cornell versus the County attitude to combat.

Ed said Peter Penniman had planned to attend a Cities for Climate Protection conference in Seattle in February, but is unable to go.  If someone from EMC could attend, conference fees, travel and accommodations would be provided.  Anyone with an interest should let Ed, Susan or Dooley know.  

IV. Vice Chairs for 2002 – It is the recommendation of the Executive Committee to extend Vice Chair appointments through next month.  Passed unanimously.  Vote for new appointments will be at the February meeting.  

V. Chair’s Report – Susan and Steve Uzmann were on WHCU radio yesterday with Casey Stevens.  Casey had received a copy of the EMC’s recommendations on oil/gas drilling on County property.  Casey thought the document recommended no leasing whatsoever, and apparently he made several unfavorable comments on his program.  He contacted Susan and she agreed to be on the show, and Steve agreed to join her.  By the end of the show Casey acknowledged that he had not understood the EMC’s recommendations.  The news director asked if EMC members recommended no development anywhere, any time.  Apparently after the EMC passed its resolution about oil/gas drilling in the Finger Lakes National Forest (lease mineral rights, but no surface occupancy), WHCU reported the resolutoin and then received a flood of calls against the EMC for not “being environmental.”  So it was pointed out that is the role of EMC to examine issues, make rational comments, and make informed recommendations.  Susan feels that EMC would be contacted in the future to clarify any points about its actions.  Steve Uzmann said he felt the radio station staff developed some respect for EMC because of the radio segment. 

Herb Engman has pointed out to Susan that the draft New York State Energy Plan has been developed.  There will be a series of public hearings.  If EMC establishes an Energy Committee this year, they could review this draft Plan and cover the Cities for Climate Protection issues long term.  

Susan noted that there are letters of support in the information folder from Assemblyman Luster and Senator Seward in response to our resolution several months ago about the Environmental Protection Fund appropriations.

The DEC Forest Master Plan is out.  Bob Roe has been tracking this.  There is a copy in the information folder.  On the website: www.dec.state.ny.us, click on Land & Forests, click on Unit Management Planning, scroll down and select New Region 7 Recreation Plan.  It is a PDF file.  

Susan noted that as committees are organized, chairs will need to provide information for the annual report.  By consensus it was agreed that EMC meetings will again be held the second Wednesday of each month, except for August when there will be no meeting.

VI. Coordinator’s Report – Tom said there was concern when the oil/gas drilling recommendations were mentioned on the Casey Steven’s radio program  - how did Casey Stevens obtain his copy?  Tom told members that individual EMC items are not usually released to the press.  The oil/gas recommendations (EMC Resolution No. 8-01 and memo) have gone to the County Attorney for review and he will report to the Planning Committee this month.  Tom received an e-mail message recommending Jason Brown or Laura Haight of NYPIRG as a speaker for the February EMC meeting on the Pesticide Neighbor Notification law.  The recommending member will arrange the speaker, and Susan will invite members of the Board of Representatives.  Tom will contact Wendy Skinner to see if Jim Blizzard should be contacted about videotaping the meeting.  Tom asked members to check/update their contact info on a sheet being passed around.
VII. Committees for 2002 – Committees for 2002 were established and approved by unanimous vote.  Committee lists were passed around and EMC members signed up.  Committees will establish their own chairs this month, and let Susan know the results.  Other committees can be added at future dates.  Associate Members can serve on committees.  A minimum of two voting EMC members are needed on each committee.  Members not in attendance will be asked to sign up.  It was noted that Lynn Leopold and Roxy Hewertson will not be continuing as Associate Members.
Environmental Review: Carolyn Shapiro, Joyce Gerbasi, Steven Uzmann, Heather McDaniel, Larry Sharpsteen, Tony Zarachowicz, Herb Engman, Dooley Kiefer, Barbara Ebert 
Education:  Kenny Christianson, Robert Ascher, Donna Jean Darling, Stephen Nicholson, Karen Edelstein, Jeff Cox 

Public Safety Communication System:  Herb Engman (if needed), Barbara Ebert (if needed), Susan Brock

Pesticide Neighbor Notification:  Joyce Gerbasi, Stephen Nicholson, Jeff Cox

Energy:  Kenny Christianson, Dooley Kiefer, Stephen Nicholson, Jeff Cox

VIII. Liaisons for 2002 – Vote will take place at the next meeting.  Members not in attendance will be asked to sign up.  Volunteers were:  

T C Water Resources Council: Dooley Kiefer

Cayuga Lake Waterfront Revitalization Plan: Kenny Christianson, Bill Lesser

Flood Hazard Mitigation Oversight Committee:

Ag & Farmland Protection Board:  Bill Lesser

C.U. Lake Source Cooling Data Sharing Group: Karen Edelstein

C.U. Community Waste Management Advisory Committee: Kenny Christianson, [Dooley Kiefer, alt (already goes for TC)]

Intermunicipal Organization for Cayuga Lake Management Planning: Heather McDaniel [Dooley Kiefer, alt]

Aquifer Study: Karen Edelstein (if applicable)

IX. Member Items – Steve Uzmann: the Finger Lakes National Forest announced their choice of Alternative 4 (no drilling or leasing at this time).  Dooley Kiefer: SEQR understanding at the County level is problematic.  The Planning Federation used to do SEQR training.  She anticipates that the Planning Department will pick up the Training function previously handled by the Planning Federation.  She wondered if EMC might turn its attention to  the SEQR process, for example, considering a Tompkins County-specific version of the Type lists with more appropriate thresholds, and modifying the EAF format to be more useful to the County.  To her it seems the logical match.  Herb Engman: in the past, EMC has conducted SEQR training workshops, but it was long ago.  Part of the problem with SEQR is people have learned how to manipulate it.  He endorses Dooley’s idea of finding a way to make SEQR work better in Tompkins County.  He wondered how SEQR can work better.  Jeff Cox: should the County and the City be allowing cheap construction?  He speculated that it couldn’t be stopped, but he would like to see aesthetic guidelines developed.  Susan Brock: there is a copy of the EMC’s County Towers Committee’s written comments in the information folder on the Draft RFP for the Public Safety Communications System.  The County seeks coverage of 95% in the street with portable radios.  They request proposals for an alternative objective of mobile coverage.  They further encourage submission of other coverage options.  This should yield a range of options for the County to choose from.  The contract is expected to be awarded at the end of July.  Susan feels the consultant, NYSTEC, has been excellent.  Dooley:  We are also waiting for NYS guidelines regarding Public Safety Communications Systems.  Bill Lesser: once the State budget comes out, he would like to devote part of an EMC meeting to review of the budget for environmental program expenses.  Susan proposed contacting DEC in this regard when the budget is ready.
X. Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Tom Mank, Planning Analyst

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on February 13, 2002 _____
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