Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

October 10, 2001

Present:
Robert Ascher, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Jeff Cox, John Dennis, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi (arrived at 8:20), Bruce Johnson, John Kiefer, Stephen Nicholson, Steve Uzmann

Absent:
Darrel Clark, Donna Jean Darling, Bill Lesser, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Sarah Fern Striffler, Roger Yonkin, Tony Zarachowicz 

Guests:
Kate Hackett (TC Planning Dept.), Tom Mank (TC Planning Dept.), Heather McDaniel, Mary Shelley (visitor) 

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:05 p.m.  
II. Privilege of the Floor – No requests.

III. Approval of September 2001 Minutes – Passed unanimously with the following changes:   Section IV, paragraph 3:  DEC has a Mineral Bureau “in Albany”.  Section IV, paragraph 5: present due to “browsing pressure from” the deer population.  Section V, paragraph 1:  presentation “to the Planning Committee of the BOR” by Gwen Fay. . .  then NYSEG pricing index “proposal”.  Section VIII, last sentence:  the Public Works Committee has come to recognize the importance of environmental assessment forms “for Public Works projects.” Section IX, line 5:  strike end of sentence after “review”(phrase re neg dec).  Section X, line 5: below “close to” ground level. 

IV. Tompkins County Planning Department – Susan Brock introduced Kate Hackett and Tom Mank, who were present to discuss the Vital Communities Initiative (“VCI”).  Kate gave the Planning Department’s loose definition of a vital community as being one that is an attractive, affordable and vibrant place to live.  The Planning Department is including the community in visioning for the future of Tompkins County.  They seek feedback on the draft proposals.  Part of the VCI effort is to identify aspects of the area that we want to protect and preserve.  VCI began with two workshops, where attendees developed maps of what they envisioned for 2050 and voiced ideas for the community.  A Steering Committee has worked with the Planning Department staff to identify the seven principles. Handouts were provided of the draft principles: 1) Build strong, cohesive neighborhoods and communities; 2) Encourage nodal development patterns that build on existing infrastructure and population centers; 3) Promote choice and affordability in housing options; 4) Protect natural resources, green spaces and recreational resources; 5) Promote agriculture and protect farmland; 6) Enhance development of a local economy that supports strong communities; and 7) Promote transportation choices that support compact development patterns.  EMC members’ comments were: 
Comment: This does not address the need to encourage multi-racial/multi-ethnic diversity, which must be addressed in planning for the future.  Kate Hackett said efforts are being made to include all neighborhood groups and they do not want to exclude anyone.  The EMC member felt much could be done to celebrate diversity and use inclusive language that relates to the whole community.  Comment:  Maybe a social sciences representative could help them include sociological and psychological components.  Kate Hackett said at this stage the staff is trying to get input about what people value in their neighborhood and what they want for the future.  Comment:  How much impact do “encourage nodal development” and similar phrases have if someone wants to build and money is no object.  Kate Hackett said a VCI goal is to help develop a vision that is shared by municipalities and residents.  

Comment:  Some County residents feel that politically the City of Ithaca is now trying to control the whole County, and this is evident in the intermunicipal sewer agreement.  People will have to be convinced that this is not a City initiative.  Comment:  Regarding affordable housing options, we need to concede that mobile home parks are some of the best alternatives for people with low incomes.  This initiative might help find ways to provide services and suggest regulations.  Comment re Infilling:  Dryden proposed Planned Development Units about 25 years ago which would have been exempt from zoning, and that was an infilling concept which was greatly opposed by members of the community.  Kate Hackett said practicality will need to be factored into this effort.  Tom Mank said some attendees at the workshops were adamant about mobile home parks being where they chose to live and they should retain that choice.  

Comment:  If I take this to my town board, how do I get them to participate and contribute to this?  Kate Hackett said after the public presentation process, the staff will be providing information about the feedback received and develop tools for implementation of the goals.  Those will be regulatory, financial, voluntary, incentive based, etc.  Grant money has also been applied for, and it would be used in three pilots:  urban, rural, village.  Comment:  Feels a class edge to planning efforts.  Support of sustainable livelihoods may conflict with efforts to retain green space.  Comment:  County has no land use authority, so key will be providing information to the municipalities.  Some communities do not want zoning and they block planning efforts, so are unaware of the tremendous resources available through the Planning Department. 

Comment:  My rural community differs from the rest of the County, and we also need to encourage diversity of ethnicity and race.  Kate Hackett said when they give the presentation to the Latino Civic Association, they will ask for feedback on the program and the presentation itself.  She was referred to Leonardo Vargas Mendez at Cornell and the Community School of Music and Arts.  Comment:  There are perception problems between the white environmental groups, who feel blacks don’t respond to recruiting efforts, and the black environmental groups, who feel they are not welcome so have set up separate drives.  Comment:  In terms of Principle 3, infrastructure seems to keep expanding to accommodate housing choices.  Kate Hackett said in development of this principle they were trying to focus on low and moderate income housing and keep the distinction of urban and rural housing available.  

Comment:  Recommended research on the work of Mayor William Johnson of Rochester, NY.  Kate Hackett said he was the speaker at a VCI public meeting.  He encouraged them to keep reaching out to the public.  Comment:  A lot of these things are going to be affected by how many people we want to have living in the County.  Interested in not allowing new building to happen without looking hard at the ideas.  Kate said we want the growth rate to be more in line with the land use.  The rate at which we are using up open space is incredible.  Comment:  Preserving open space seems to be just verbiage at this point.  Municipalities need to control or cap it.  

Comment:  Lack of rent control affects affordable housing.  Landlords have free reign.  Kate Hackett said they hope to encourage municipalities to develop solutions for their own needs plus look beyond their own borders and see other needs and incorporate diversity.  Comment:  As a participant in one of the workshops, it is surprising to see the similarities of the maps developed by the different interest groups.  Small communities need to be livable, with services and stores that can be reached without use of cars.  Because there were such similar ideas at the workshops, there must be ways to encourage the municipalities to move in these directions and make small towns and villages attractive places to live.  PDR is another way to keep open space, but the municipalities need to take action.  Tom Mank mentioned that the first consideration at the workshop Development Table was what farmland should be protected, and then they threw out restrictions.  Kate Hackett said the Workshop Report is available on the County website.  Comment:  Municipalities do not have the economic wherewithall to institute improvements.  Unless the federal or state governments become active with grants, small business is a dying breed.  Business seems to be moving to the malls and the Internet.  

Kate Hackett said this VCI presentation process has sparked some interest in the municipalities and now several are seeking grant information.  EMC members were encouraged to submit any additional comments in writing.
V. Chair's Report – Susan Brock announced that Jean Foley, of the Town of Ulysses, has resigned due to other commitments but hopes to stay on as an Associate Member.  Heather McDaniel was introduced as the replacement for that seat.  The search committee is continuing their work in seeking a new Planning Commissioner and perhaps next month Susan will be able to announce the replacement for Jim Hanson.  Based on the applicants, she expects the choice to be a very strong environmental advocate and a supporter of the EMC.  NYS Association of EMCs has sent a ballot for a slate of officers, which includes Mikel as Vice Chair.  The EMC unanimously approved the slate.  The EMC intern, Gwen Fay, will be attending the EMC meeting next month to do the presentation on the Cities for Climate Protection survey she did in the County.  Susan Brock attended the retirement luncheon for Jim Hanson and presented him with the framed EMC resolution of appreciation.  At the last meeting there was discussion on use of pesticides at Kendall.  Susan Brock contacted Kendall to offer the assistance of our Pesticide Committee and the Kendall response is in the folder being passed around.  Kendall planned to spray “the next week”.  Jeff Cox said the article in the Ithaca Journal slowed them down and Kendall executives were surprised by the amount of interest expressed on the issue.  Joyce Gerbasi said she had contact with some residents, and they felt it was overblown but appreciated our concern.  Susan said the County is asking about the review of lease proposals for gas and oil drilling on County land, so the ERC needs to finish that.  There is a new proposal to drill at the Hillview Road Landfill, which may go to ERC also.  In December, Committees should review their goals that were established at the beginning of the year.  Extra copies of the January meeting minutes will be available at the next meeting to refresh memories on goals.  Mikel Shakarjian sent notices to members whose terms are expiring.  Only two members have received those notices, so Susan will ask Mikel to check on those notices.  A Nominating Committee needs to be established to set up a proposed slate.  At least three members need to be on the committee.  Kenny Christianson, Jeff Cox, Bruce Johnson and Robert Ascher volunteered.

VI. Coordinator’s Report – Mikel Shakarjian was absent.

VII. Member Items– Herb Engman:  Black Diamond Trail information was distributed. Herb is unable to attend the next meeting. At previous meetings most attendees were landowners opposed to the trail or all-terrain vehicle users who wanted it available for their use, so Herb encouraged other EMC members to attend.  Comments can be submitted by e-mail and the ERC is encouraged to review the draft proposal.  Also, the Cayuga Waterfront Trail is being developed and bricks can be purchased (as a fundraiser).  Information was distributed.  Plans were made to combine personal contributions from EMC members and arrange an inscription.  Steve Uzmann:  ERC is always looking for input.  All members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  Currently they meet on 4th Tuesdays at 5:00 PM.  Karen Edelstein:  Cooperative Extension has hired a half-time environmental issues program staff person.  Also, the Lake Source Cooling Data Sharing group has postponed their fall get-together.  Joyce Gerbasi:  The Town of Dryden has passed a resolution devoting $30,000 to the Aquifer Study.  This money will come from the gross estimated sales tax receipts, so it is equally distributed.  Cortland County requires that all new wells be logged by the driller for depth, location, quality, etc.  Ken Christianson:  DEC is having a meeting 10/16 regarding remedial investigations on a former NYSEG manufactured gas plant with suspected coal tar contamination.  Fact sheet is available.  Susan Brock:  Dooley Kiefer submitted information about an e-mail she received which asks people to write to legislators opposing reauthorization of the Price-Anderson limited liability nuclear insurance act. Dooley also submitted information from the Susquehanna River Basin Commission about an anniversary breakfast and Commission meeting on October 11 in Horseheads.  Karen Edelstein will be on the panel discussion about greenways.  Stephen Nicholson:  Onondaga County defeated a Pesticide Neighbor Notification law on October 2nd.  Currently there are four counties that have passed laws:  Suffolk, Albany, Westchester and Nassau.  Legal challenges are pending in three of the counties.  Also, EMC members are encouraged to complete the surveys provided by the Government Operations Committee.  They are due 11/15.  Comment:  The Village of Cayuga Heights engineer says that NYSEG’s utility facility near Cayuga Heights School was constructed under a building permit that did not meet zoning regulations and the building will be moved.  It has now been marked “Temporary”.
VIII. Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m.
Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on November 14, 2001 _____
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