Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

September 12, 2001

Present:
Robert Ascher, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Darrel Clark, Jeff Cox, John Dennis, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Bruce Johnson, John Kiefer, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin, Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Donna Jean Darling, Jean Foley, Bill Lesser, Sarah Fern Striffler,  

Associates:
Walter Buble, Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives (BOR) Liaison), David Weinstein

Guests:
Molly Adams, Jonathan Bernstein (TCDOG), David Forness (DEC), Nancy Graeff (visitor),Peter Penniman (BOR), Mary Shelley (visitor) 

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:05 p.m.  She thanked everyone for attending during this time of stress and sadness caused by the September 11 attacks. 
II. Privilege of the Floor – Nancy Graeff discussed the use of pesticides planned for next week at the Kendal at Ithaca facility. She read an email Steve Nicholson wrote to Kendal offering to help develop alternatives to pesticide use at Kendal.  Jeff Cox has also been working on this matter.  She said Kendal postponed the application for one week but will move forward with the pesticide application next week. She also said there is a licensed daycare center on the site, so they are supposed to use pesticides and herbicides as a last resort.  A licensed applicator has been hired and Kendal will avoid using chemicals near the daycare center, but this did not address other areas used by children and others, which would be treated. Members discussed the issue and through a sense of the body decided Susan would send a letter similar to Steve Nicholson’s communication to be sent on behalf of the entire EMC.  Dooley Kiefer offered to work with Ms. Graeff and the Village of Cayuga Heights.

III. Approval of July 2001 Minutes – The May 2001 minutes were approved unanimously with one abstention (Bruce Johnson) with the following change: Section II, add to the end of sentence 5, " since the County is not a wireless carrier for whose tower locations the FAA forbids municipalities from considering health effects."  
IV. Management of State Forests – Susan Brock introduced Dave Forness, DEC Region 7 Supervising Forester.  Mr. Forness is currently developing a Forest Management Plan that will include the Danby State Forest, and expects oil and gas leasing on state lands to become a major issue. Mr. Forness is responsible for 6 of the 9 counties in Region 7; this encompasses over 100,000 acres and a variety of lands. Management objectives include providing for timber production and forest health, recreation, and watershed protection, using an ecosystem approach. Forests are experiencing increased recreational usage, especially by all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and enforcement of regulations is very difficult.  Currently, no signage exists to provide notification of the prohibition of ATV vehicles on state lands. Dave was very disheartened by the damage done by this form of recreation. He said that five years ago when they began developing a recreation management plan for the Danby State Forest, Shindagin Hollow and some sites in Tioga County, a public meeting attracted nearly 200 people and almost everyone (~125) represented recreation interests wanting trails for off-road vehicles. Dave explained that his maintenance budget is only $35,000/year for an area of over 100,000 acres.  
This action lead to a broadening in the scope of the recreational planning process to the entire region.  After careful examination of the potential areas, DEC did identify an area deemed suitable for ATV use, but the ATV use was not supported by the local municipality. Currently no areas are slated in the plan to provide for this recreational use on state land. The draft plan is being reviewed by the State and will be available for public comment soon.  It specifically notes which recreational pursuits, enhancements and activities are available at each area as planned over the next ten years.  

Dave explained that oil and gas leasing on state land is being sought. He said DEC received most of its forest land in Tompkins County and some in Tioga County from the federal government in the 1940s, and the federal government retained 75% of the mineral rights. Mr. Forness worked to make sure there will be the appropriate public comment on any proposals to lease on state lands in Region 7. He said the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is the federal agency responsible for leasing rights. Also, DEC has a Mineral Bureau in Albany, and therefore his office does not control these issues.  He is very interested in ensuring the public be informed of any proposals and have the opportunity to provide comments.  He expects leasing in State Forests to remain an item of interest with much public scrutiny in the future. Mr. Forness was confident that the BLM would not lease rights if the state were opposed.

Regarding recreation interests, Dave said Shindagin Hollow has many unmaintained trails that were developed by users without the input of the land managers.  Recently, a bid process began to allow harvest near the trail area, but was stopped due to recreational use in the area.  Mr. Forness says he is comfortable with the harvesting programs in the State Forest.  They are very strict with contractors and look seriously at any soil movement and require cleanup after harvest.  They are concentrating on expanding their ecosystem management skills and a forest inventory is being developed, which will include more than trees. 

Members discussed the 75% figure for the federal government’s mineral rights and Mr. Forness said the federal government would receive 75% of royalties from drilling on the State property.  Members discussed forest composition and the lack of hemlock trees, and he felt young stands are not present due to browsing pressure from the deer population.  There is currently a high ratio of conifers in the forest, and they want to convert some of it back to hardwoods and encourage diversity. Members also discussed invasive species problems on state land. Herb Engman asked if DEC has considered a “Citizen Steward” program so volunteers could help control misuse of trails, which leads to erosion.  Mr. Forness said they have an existing program called Adopt-A-Natural-Resource. DEC is also interested in something like a Citizen Watch program to control misuse of vehicles, and monitoring blocked roads, and reporting violator's license plates. They also want to focus limited resources during times of high violations (e.g. Sunday evenings). Dave also said the fines are minimal and there needs to be the ability to levy fines in accordance with the violation and its impact.  Sometimes a fine for an offender is as little as $5.00.  He also said the ATV registration fees are redirected to the general fund rather than being earmarked for maintenance.  For many years, Region 8 (west of our region) has had oil & gas drilling and it has resulted in some significant impacts especially to groundwater. It was mentioned that western NY is a different formation and Steve Uzmann was more concerned about the surface impacts in Tompkins County.  Mr. Forness also mentioned the drilling impacts of fragmentation and new access roads.  He feels the focus on the Danby State Forest area for leasing will not proceed if the sentiments of the public do not support it. He was asked if there is pressure to meet timber harvesting targets.  Mr. Forness said definitely not. Most forester wages are paid by harvesting income, but when targets are not met there is enough money in surplus to cover wages.

A member asked if black locust is considered an introduced species, is it invasive and does it have a use as an alternative to pressure treated lumber?  Mr. Forness said he supports the use of natural wood rather than chemically-treated, and that introduced species impact the forest health if they are highly invasive. A member asked if there is anything the EMC can do to assure public process during examination of oil & gas leasing. Mr. Forness suggested writing to Erin Crotty, DEC Commissioner, to stress the importance of public input. Members discussed this proposal and decided to have Susan send a letter on behalf of the EMC to the DEC Commissioner and Minerals Bureau.  When asked for clarification about the draft written plans, Mr. Forness said the Management Plans will probably be written this winter now that the Recreation Plans are complete.  A member asked about forest practices in use for Connecticut Hill. Mr. Forness said they mark timber for removal based on the input of the wildlife managers, whose goal is maintaining wildlife populations.  Currently game species have priority in that area.    Dooley Kiefer asked if DEC compares State Forest recreation opportunities with those of State Parks (operated by NYS Parks Recreation & Historic Preservation). Mr. Forness said the State Park system charges user fees and provides different forms of recreation, bathroom facilities, and camping, which are not part of the State Forests. 

Susan Brock thanked Dave for attending the meeting and discussed the catalyst for this meeting. She said Frank Proto and other Representatives wanted to be notified of when bids are being solicited for timber cutting in their districts. Following a discussion between Susan, Mikel and Mr. Forness, it was suggested that staff in the Board of Representatives office watch for notices in the legal ads of the Ithaca Journal and notify the appropriate people. As a result of this conversation and other issues of interest, Susan had thought it would of interest to the EMC to hear from Mr. Forness on a variety of issues. Mr. Forness offered to attend more meetings and encouraged members to contact him with questions.

V. Chair’s Report– Susan Brock said the Commissioner of Planning, Jim Hanson, will be retiring at the end of September.  Dooley Kiefer, Peter Penniman and Susan are on the replacement search committee. Susan attended a presentation to the Planning Committee of the BOR by the Cities for Climate Protection/ICLEI intern, Gwen Fay. Gwen said the report will be updated following receipt of essential information from NYSEG.  Mikel said the information from NYSEG was only for electricity and they have more recently obtained gas usage information from NYSEG, incorporated the information and the draft is currently being reviewed by Mikel.  Bob Roe said NYSEG is sending representatives to the municipalities to try to get resolutions to support their pricing proposal.  Joyce Gerbasi mentioned that NYSEG is also spraying without signage.  It was recommended that she call the municipality’s zoning officer or the environmental conservation officer if it is noted again.   Susan reported on the Wireless Planning Workshop held on July 30.  Ted Kreines’s thesis is that if a municipality has a tower ordinance they will end up with towers. He recommended a wireless master plan.  He also discussed decisions from the federal Circuit Court of Appeals that are favorable toward municipalities.
VI. Coordinator’s Report –Mikel Shakarjian mentioned that the NYS Association of EMCs will be having their annual conference November 9 – 11.  They will start with a legislative update and move into new initiatives.  DEC Commissioner Erin Crotty will be a speaker.  Registration materials should be mailed in about ten days.  Susan suggested that members who cannot get funding from their municipality contact Mikel to see if the EMC can help.  Mikel can arrange a table at the conference if members want to organize a UNA display.  Gwen Fay, Cities for Climate Protection intern, will be making a presentation to the Planning Committee to present a report update since she received information from NYSEG.  This presentation will also be made at a future EMC meeting.
VII. Resolution No. 6- 2001– Resolution in appreciation of James W. Hanson, retiring Commissioner of Planning was moved, seconded and passed unanimously.  It will be framed and Susan will present it to him at a luncheon scheduled in a couple of weeks.     

VIII. BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer mentioned that the Aquifer Study proposal will be made to the Capital Projects Committee on October 6th, then at a Full Board of Representatives meeting.  The expense is a great concern and letters of support have been gathered.  Any support that EMC members can voice to their municipalities would be appreciated, especially if they can get them to support municipal financial support for this program.  The Public Works Committee has come to recognize the importance of environmental assessment forms for Public Works projects and she is very glad for Joe Lalley’s presence on the BOR as he joins her in mentioning the need for reviews.

IX. Update on Treman Dog Park– Herb Engman said Jack Clancy called a meeting in August to discuss the proposed dog park and said that the Commissioner says the park must be fenced. Herb said that would help eliminate concerns about impact on natural areas at the marina.  Access to the lake will be retained in a fenced area.  The State Parks Commission is preparing a Proposed Master Plan and may look at using the marina for water access, since it is not a natural area.  Herb also said that the pilot project will have a SEQR review.  He noted that the parking lot area is subject to the City’s leash law.  TCDOG has said that they will assist in removal of waste.  One goal of TCDOG is to provide this park as an alternative to Six-Mile Creek and other sensitive areas.  The State is only willing to get involved with this as a pilot project and does not intend to create a string of dog parks.  The local site will be about three acres.

X. Member Items–  Herb Engman said he represented the EMC at the Vital Communities workshops.  He recently received the Workshop Report and offered to pass it around, and it will be housed at the EMC office in Planning. Members discussed a small utility facility near Cayuga Heights School referred to in a letter to the Ithaca Journal as a port-a-potty.  Dooley Kiefer said the municipality issued the permit based on an understanding that it would be close to ground level.  The utility and the school district have reviewed the concerns and are seeking to relocate it.  Steve Nicholson handed out copies of Solar Today, the publication of the American Solar Society, pointing out a photo and article on the solar panels at the Tompkins County Library.  Roger Yonkin mentioned that Henry Theisen passed away recently.  Henry was a member of the first EMC.  Dooley handed out copies of a petition concerning watershed restoration and asked interested members to circulate and submit them.
XI. Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:10 p.m.
Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on October 10, 2001 _____
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