Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

March 14, 2001

Present:
Robert Ascher, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Bruce Johnson, John Kiefer, Bill Lesser, Susan Kerns Robinson, Bob Roe, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin

Absent:
John Dennis, Jean Foley, Stephen Nicholson, Larry Sharpsteen, Sarah Fern Striffler, Tony Zarachowicz

Associates:
Roxi Hewertson, Dooley Kiefer (BOR Liaison)

Guests:
Peter Penniman (Board of Representatives, member), Paul Salon (City of Ithaca CAC), Sharon Anderson, David Zorn (Intermunicipal Organization), Kate Hackett (County Planning), Molly Adams, Susan Blumenthal (City of Ithaca Common Council), Greg Thomas (City of Ithaca CAC)
I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at approximately 7:00 p.m.  She announced some last minute changes to the agenda.  The Chair’s and Coordinator’s report were deleted to save time, and the Recap of Organizational Issues discussion was postponed until next month. Susan added a presentation from City of Ithaca representatives about the Cities for Climate Protection Program, to occur after David Zorn’s and Kate Hackett’s presentations.  Susan also introduced Bill Lesser and Robert Ascher, two new EMC members.
II. Streambank and Roadside Erosion Inventory – Bruce Johnson introduced David Zorn from the Cayuga 

Lake Intermunicipal Organization (IO). David discussed the Roadside and Streambank Inventory conducted during the summer of 2000, and explained that it is part of a larger project, the Cayuga Lake Watershed Restoration and Protection Plan. Thirty-three out of forty-four towns participate on the IO, and six counties. Mr. Zorn summarized documents produced by the IO, including the Preliminary Characterization that summarizes the current condition of the lake and watershed. He said they are currently working on a Management Plan, which will be published in April. The Roadside and Streambank Inventory was conducted last summer, after determining that sedimentation is a major problem in Cayuga Lake. Six interns were hired to inventory an average of ten sites per stream in the watershed and drive all roads to gather information to prioritize erosion sites. David felt this would also assist with stabilization design and implementation. In general, he said the NE portion of the lake exhibited more signs of erosion than on the NW portion. Also, roads that are close to the lake tend to have more erosion due to the steep gradient. The SW portion has some very severe erosion spots including Spring Brook, Taughannock Creek, Enfield Creek, and Willow Creek. Overall, the large sub-watershed (SW portion of watershed) has very severe erosion except in Virgil and Cascadilla Creeks. Stream inventory identified minor erosion in Taughannock and Salmon Creeks, moderate erosion in Fall Creek, Virgil, and Six Mile Creeks, and very severe erosion in the southern end of Cayuga Inlet. There is concern over riparian habitat being mowed (removing filtering capacity) and an increase in in-stream vegetation due to the high concentrations of nutrient. Mr. Zorn showed numerous slides illustrating various types of erosion and their causes from around the watershed. Issues of concern were ranked by the municipalities for the IO process: Agricultural practices, sediment load, drinking water, land use/development, and surface water runoff. Many of these concerns are linked to sediment loading (direct or indirect).

EMC members asked how much of the sediment is the result of streambank and roadside runoff? Mr. Zorn said that sedimentation is a natural process, but that streambanks and roadsides are responsible for an unnecessarily large part of it. With development, there must be water-runoff controls. How can you mitigate erosion without transferring the sediment somewhere else or negatively impacting another part of the environment? The best approach to streams is a natural approach, such as re-vegetation, said Mr. Zorn, not rip-rap. Concern was raised over agricultural practices being unfairly targeted and Mr. Zorn felt this was not the situation because residential uses were also taken into account. Members discussed ways for municipalities to control sedimentation by using better practices during highway projects. David felt it was very possible for communities to implement more environmentally conscious approaches to road improvements and maintenance.   

III. Water Resources Issues and Organizations – Susan introduced Kate Hackett, the Tompkins County 

Water Resources Planner, who distributed two handouts. One handout described water resources efforts and initiatives in Tompkins County. The second was a list of organizations that can potentially influence water resources in Tompkins County. The document is rather large and Kate offered to send it to those who requested it. Kate mentioned some of the main projects happening now. The first program is the sampling and monitoring program for Fall Creek and Virgil Creek watersheds. The second is the Real-Time Cayuga Lake Monitoring and Data Collection, to be conducted by a Remote Underwater Sampling Station (RUSS) unit used to collect water quality information, which will be posted real-time on the web for public access. There are several restoration projects underway, and the largest one is Salmon Creek Restoration, which involves the Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District and US Fish and Wildlife Service collecting data, and seeking additional funding. The Tompkins County Aquifer Study is the Water Resources Council’s project to develop a scope of work and financial strategy to request County funding to conduct additional groundwater aquifer characterizations. This effort ties in with the County Health Department Source Water Assessment Program, as well as new state mandates for well drillers to submit their drilling logs. One proposal is to approach municipalities with one-page summaries of the aquifer study, to encourage municipal support. The Six Mile Creek Riparian Buffer Program has just secured grant money to study the creek and develop a systematic approach for its protection and enhancement (e.g. buffer program). The Upper Susquehanna Coalition is developing restoration and protection strategies for mitigating nonpoint source pollution from farms and erosion sites. They are currently gathering data. Kate also mentioned that Sharon Anderson took a new position as the Cayuga Lake Watershed Steward, leaving a vacancy at  Cornell Cooperative Extension regarding water issues. Due to the rushed agenda, Susan asked Kate to come back in April and offered to set aside an hour for additional presentation and discussion. 

IV. Presentation from City of Ithaca – Susan Brock introduced Susan Blumenthal of the Common Council 

and Greg Thomas of the City’s Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) who were present to request that the EMC pass a resolution (handed out) to ask the County to join International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI), Cities for Climate Protection Campaign (CCP).. The City of Ithaca had met with staff from ICLEI’s CCP campaign and Councilperson Blumenthal suggested the County join the campaign since many of the issues are regional or countywide. She felt greater benefits could be reaped if the program was carried out in a geographically larger area than the City. The purpose of the program is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions locality by locality around the world.  If the County joined, ICLEI would provide an intern free of charge during the summer who would use a computer model to prepare an inventory of sources of greenhouse gas emissions within the County, and quantify the emission reductions that could be achieved through a variety of measures.   The ICLEI membership fee is $1200 if the population is between 50,000 and 100,000 (Note: After the meeting, Mikel checked with ICLEI and learned the County would not have to become an ICLEI member to join the Campaign.  The only direct County expenditure would be $475.00 for the computer software.)  ICLEI has a website available for more information (<http:\\www/iclei.org>. 

The intern would be paid for by ICLEI, but the sponsoring municipality is responsible for supervising the intern and providing the intern with desk space and a computer. Robert Ascher expressed concerns about whether the model would produce useful information. Mr. Thomas said that he spoke with Deborah Sachs, of Chittendon County, Vermont, and gave a very favorable recommendation of the program. It was explained that a Memorandum of Understanding must be signed with ICLEI by April 15th in order to secure an intern for the project. Many municipalities are interested and it is on a first-come, first-served basis.  Councilperson Blumenthal said that there is a City Budget Committee meeting on the 28th, and they might consider sharing the fee with the County. Dooley Kiefer said an EMC resolution should say that the EMC is interested in having the County explore joining the Campaign, but due to the fact this had just been brought to the EMC and there is not time for the EMC to research the program, the project needs to be reviewed by County staff and forwarded to the County’s Planning Committee for consideration. Dooley is in favor of cost-sharing. Bill Lesser asked about what happens if we don’t get an intern. Robert Ascher said he is concerned about details. For example, what if there is a government turnover and the inventory is then useless, or what if it is an exceptionally hot summer, and the results are abnormal. Herb felt that this program would be a good catalyst for long-term programs that the County needs to do anyway. Steve Uzmann felt that the County should commit to a multi-year study. Dooley Kiefer moved, and Kenny Christianson seconded. Changes to the resolution were proposed, discussion followed and several changes were adopted. Roger Yonkin felt that there are too many details involved that have not been considered. The EMC voted to adopt the resolution as amended, 14 in favor and 1against (Roger Yonkin). 

V. Approval of January and February 2001 Minutes  – The January 2001 minutes were unanimously approved with the following changes: (1) Add Dooley Kiefer to Associate members present, (2) Section VIII, Water Resources Committee, line 2, misspelled word, replace with “fluoride”and (3) line 8, Replace “water quality planning” with “proactive inspection of lake-side septic tanks.”  
The February minutes were unanimously approved with the following changes: (1) Section II, add after minutes, due to the conflict with the Valentine’s Day conflict, (2) Section IV, line 1, spell out NYSERDA (New York State Energy Research and Development Authority), and (3) replace “2000” with “2001.” 
VI. Board of Representatives’ Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer, the BOR Liaison, reported that the 

Dryden Snowmobile Club received a trail maintenance grant from the State’s Bond Act, which was accepted by the County on behalf of the club. The County Board approved and will forward to the Industrial Development Board a proposal for a 50% tax abatement for development in a specially zoned section of the City. The County will also offer it to the villages, if and when they request it. The Tompkins County Planning Federation is now defunct, due to the lack of officers and enough members. At the February EMC meeting, air quality was very poor in the Transit Center Conference Room. Dooley inquired about the problem and several problems were identified that lead to the bus exhaust being filtered into the room and several improvements were made and the situation has improved.

VII. Appointment of Liaison Positions – Due to lack of time, this will occur next month.  The mailing for the April meeting will contain a description of the various positions. 

VIII. Member Items and Announcements – The next Environmental Review committee meeting will be March 

27, 2000, at 5:00 pm. 

IX. Adjournment – The meeting was closed by Susan Brock at approximately 8:55 p.m. 

Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on April 11, 2001 _____
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