Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

November 8, 2000

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe

Absent:
Donna Jean Darling, Joyce Gerbasi, Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Bruce Johnson, Duane Randall, Kristen Rowles, Larry Sharpsteen, Elissa Wolfson, Roger Yonkin, Tony Zarachowicz

Associates:
Walter Buble, John Kiefer

Guests:
Tammi Aiken (Cornell Environmental Compliance)
I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at 7:10 p.m.
II. Coordinator’s Report – Mikel Shakarjian announced that she still needs applications from current members whose terms are expiring this year. She reminded members that municipal representatives need a resolution from their municipality. She also said that there are open seats and encouraged members to recruit. At the NY State Association of EMCs (NYSAEMC) meeting she learned that the DEC is establishing a web page for the NYSAEMC which has links for county EMC web pages. In addition, Mikel said the EMC can apply for grants to accomplish specific goals or projects and the NYSAEMC will be putting together a competitive grant program. Mikel also reported that Dooley Kiefer (who could not attend due to a Board of Representatives meeting) wanted to know if  members were interested in researching the alternatives to carbon paper. She also mentioned that the contractor who had illegally dumped 4500 pounds of asbestos in Tompkins, Chemung, and Schuyler County was apprehended. 

III.
Municipal Reports –
Town of Danby – Bob Roe said the Town is looking at establishing ‘low traffic’ or limited access roads. Currently, if someone develops a piece of property then the town is responsible for maintaining the road. A proposed noise ordinance was opposed by the public. Bob reported to the town board on the aquifer study presented at the last EMC meeting and said they were encouraged by the new information, but discouraged that most of Danby fell into the ‘unknown’ category. Bob also said the Town has proposed to change zoning to restrict density along existing roads. He also said negotiations for the new community center at Fir Tree Swamp are still underway. Bob asked if the county’s proposed Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) study was still included in the county budget and expressed concern over the lack of public participation in the process. Mikel offered to check on the status of the PDR study.

Village of Lansing – John Dennis said he is currently forming a Greenway Planning Group. The village has required a greenspace set aside for new development, where a percentage of a parcel being subdivided must be preserved as open space. However, because there is little building going on, this hasn’t been very effective. An alternative, proactive approach would be to acquire land. They are looking for grants to buy land, and will pursue other options.

IV.
Committee Reports – 

Nominating Committee – Kenny Christianson asked for nominations from the floor (there were none) and announced the current slate of nominees: Susan Brock for Chair, Bruce Johnson, Steve Nicholson, and Herb Engman for Vice-Chairs.

Public Safety Communications Project Committee – Susan said she has been working with the county’s project team and negotiations are continuing with the consultant. Mikel passed out copies and summarized the consultant’s scope of work. She said the work consisted of five major tasks: (1) an examination of public safety needs (2) a geography and demographic analysis to determine where service is needed (3) an analysis of options provided by different technologies that may meet the needs of public safety (4) technical assistance for the EIS alternatives and (5) the drafting and review of an RFP for the preferred alternative. Members asked questions about coverage, technology and the state’s system. Mikel said the County has been put on the Statewide Wireless Network Advisory Council, which is composed of public safety organizations and state agencies that have a public safety role in New York State. She said four counties have seats on the Council to discuss local concerns and coordination with the statewide network. Susan passed out the towers and tall structures list. The list will be sent to members not at the meeting, and faxed to Code Enforcement Officers and municipalities for changes or additions. 

Environmental Review – Barbara Ebert said that the committee met last month and discussed the Baker Institute laboratory expansion proposed by Cornell. The committee reviewed the materials and decided not to comment but is concerned about heights of smokestacks. The project has since been postponed and the Town’s CAC will be reviewing the project in depth and County Planning will also comment. The next committee meeting will be in the Old Jail Conference Room on November 28th at 5 p.m. 

V. Chair’s Report – Susan Brock attended the NYSAEMC Annual Award Dinner, where she accepted the NYSAEMC’s award for Best Project/Plan for the Tompkins County EMC’s UNA project. Susan will request to the BOR’s Planning and Intergovernmental Coordination Committee time on the BOR’s agenda to talk about the project and the award. She would like to provide information on the feedback from landowners. Members discussed displaying the award in the BOR chambers or the public library. A question was asked about the Lake Source Cooling Project (LSC) Data Sharing group. Susan requested that Ron Beloin, the LSC Liaison, provide an update at the next EMC meeting.  

VI. Vital Communities – Herb Engman talked about his participation in Vital Communities Visioning for 2050, on behalf of the EMC. The goal of this session was to identify what you would like the County to look like in 50 years assuming a similar level of growth. He discussed how the process was organized, listed the tables and discussed overlay maps that were used to identify different resources and to envision future land use. Herb felt that despite the diversity of participants, many of the groups came up with similar ideas, and most focused on enhancing existing communities and encouraging development of green space between communities. Robert Burchell, an invited guest speaker, talked about smart growth, where and how development will or should occur.

VII. Member Items – Susan discussed using this part of the agenda to allow members to bring up new topics. Steve Nicholson talked about the Adopt-A-Highway Program, run by the Department of Transportation and asked if members would be interested in adopting a roadway in the county. He said that it is a 2-year contract and you are required to clean the segment adopted four times a year. Members discussed the insurance requirements and Mikel offered to check on the insurance coverage for EMC members and their families that may participate in the clean-up. Kenny Christianson talked about his participation in an energy cooperative. Kenny also offered to set up a meeting with Jim Kazda for a tour of the library solar panels.

VIII. Adjournment – The meeting was closed by Susan Brock at approximately 8:35 p.m. 

Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on December 13, 2000 _____
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