Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

September 13, 2000

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, John Dennis, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Joyce Gerbasi, Bruce Johnson, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Peter Newell, Duane Randall, Kristin Rowles, Elissa Wolfson, and Roger Yonkin 

Associates:
Walter Buble, John Kiefer

Ex-officio:
Dooley Kiefer

Guests:

Donna Connery (Cornell Environmental Compliance Office)
I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at 7:00 PM. 

II. Privilege of the Floor – None.

III.
Chair’s Report –  Susan Brock mentioned the recent article by Barbara Mink (Chair of the Board of Representatives) which identified the EMC as an example of successful intermunicipal coordination. Susan also mentioned the new pesticide notification bill recently signed by the Governor with a provision that requires counties to opt-in by January 1, 2001, if it is to be implemented during 2001.Susan asked if members were interested in working on this issue. Motion was made and seconded to form an ad-hoc committee on this issue. Herb Engman and Susan Brock volunteered to work on this issue. Susan also said in an effort to coordinate staff workload, the Executive Committee would like to have requests for substantive work come from a committee chair or the committee member who is responsible for the portion of the project for which work is requested. At the next meeting, Susan will appoint members to serve on the nominating committee, which will be responsible for nominating a chair and vice-chairs for next year. She asked for volunteers to serve on this committee. Susan said the Executive Committee also discussed the request from the BOR’s Quality of Life Committee seeking measurable indicators. Ideas for potential indicators were discussed and will be included in a letter to the committee.  

IV. Coordinator’s Report – Mikel Shakarjian passed out copies of the quarterly municipal bullets, which will be mailed to municipal offices next month. Mikel reminded members of the EMC membership recruitment beginning this month and discussed the process for re-applying. Letters will be sent to all municipalities that have EMC representatives with terms expiring. Mikel also said that the EMC has a separate proposed budget of about $3500.00 (excluding staff) that has been included within the Planning Department’s proposed budget. She asked volunteers to drop off the UNA books to the local libraries. Mikel mentioned a telephone call she received from Don Barber (Supervisor, T. Caroline) regarding the Pinnacles property. Don wanted Mikel to mention the County’s policy on land foreclosures, and that the Town and County are negotiating for public access on the property. There may be a clause limiting the ability to site a tower on the property for a specified period.   
V. Approval of the July 2000 Minutes –  Susan Brock asked members to submit grammatical changes directly to Mikel and members agreed.  The July, 2000, minutes were approved with the following changes: (1.) Section II, line 6, insert after “offered,” “for public sale. Members discussed the County’s land acquisition policy. Since the parcel included a UNA, the County’s land policy called for first checking with resource stewardship groups that may be interested in acquisition for protection. Cornell Plantations expressed interest. The municipality in which the parcel is located had been notified.” (2.) Section III, item (5) after “comments” insert “from Wegmans,”(3.) Section IV, line 4, after “about” insert “the”(4.) Section V, line 1, after “$5,000” insert “providing the other municipalities also contributed, for the purpose of a survey regarding increased transit.”  (5.) Section VI, T. Caroline, line 7,  after “amount of” insert “street,” line 8, remove “discussed,” T. Groton, line 2, misspelling of “junkyard,” T. Ithaca, line 3, replace “effect” with “affect” (6.) Section VII., Environmental Review, line 2, misspelling of “Boiceville,” line 5, after “premature” insert “especially since the Town is developing subdivision or site plan regulations, in which case the Town may be the appropriate lead agency.” (7.)  Section VIII., line 4, after “committee” insert “which would work on this topic, if the request becomes formalized,” (8.) Section IX., insert at beginning of first sentence “Karen Edelstein reported that.” One abstention, Bruce Johnson. A request was made to spell out acronyms.

VI. BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer reported that the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) approved the County’s request for reimbursement for constructing and operating the household hazardous waste facility, which is projected to open in October. Members discussed the availability of appointments to drop off waste. Dooley also mentioned that the Water Resources Council (WRC) is revising its Bylaws, referring to the EMC Bylaws for guidance. They are also examining the need for associate members. 

VII. Municipal Reports –

T. Newfield- Donna Jean Darling discussed the creation of a second water district in the Town; there was a meeting that was well-attended by landowners who seemed interested in the proposal. She said the Town has sought 3 million dollars in grant funding for the project, and that the Board would be voting on the district tomorrow night. 


T. Ulysses- Jean Foley said Lynn Leopold conducted the UNA presentation to the Board in August, which was well received. She also said the Town has received some correspondence from landowners who are concerned about the UNA designation and what they will be able to do on their property. Susan asked that the EMC receive copies of the letters and respond. Jean said the Town is going to ask for a petition to the state to change the Town’s rating in the revolving fund in an effort to reduce the users’ cost associated with a new municipal water system, currently estimated at $700-900 per household. An information meeting will be held at the end of September and the Town has decided not to move ahead with a referendum without more information. They will be exploring options with the Town of Ithaca. Jean said Mikel sent her a note stating the DEC has decided to move ahead with clean-up of the spill in Jacksonville, and will recoup the costs later from the responsible party. She has not received anymore information. The Town will be holding a septic awareness program on September 19, 2000. Jean also said a Board member asked her to look into the environmental impacts of jet skis. The Town has received a number of letters from landowners voicing concern over the use of jet skis in the Town. The Water Resources Committee is researching information on jet skis and Susan will forward an article to Jean. The old bowling alley building has been purchased by a manufactured housing company. The Town is working on zoning for manufactured housing that will address safety issues and lot size. Members discussed New York State uniform building codes, density issues and similar zoning that was not implemented in the Town of Dryden. 


T. Dryden- Joyce Gerbasi said the Town has established a Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) and that she is a member. 

VIII. Committee Reports – 

Environmental Review- Barbara Ebert said the committee decided not to comment further on the City’s Southwest Park proposal. The next meeting will be on September 26, 2000, at 5:15 pm.

Lake Source Data Sharing Group- Barbara Ebert said a video was shown (she did not see it), and then a presentation was given by the consultant on the water quality results. Barbara said the consultants concluded that no impacts are currently being observed, or expected. She gathered a package of information to be given to Ron Beloin, the EMC’s representative on this group. 

County’s Flood Hazard Mitigation Committee- Barbara Ebert is the EMC’s liaison for this group. She said she attended the first meeting, was unable to attend the second, and was not notified of the third. She felt there are some organizational and administrative problems. She was unable to report on what projects were reviewed and/or approved by this committee due to such problems. 

Education Committee- Steve Nicholson said the UNA letter stuffing party was attended by 17 people and it took 3 hours to stuff almost 2,000 envelopes. Steve offered to send a thank you note to participants.

UNA Committee- Bruce Johnson said most of the presentations have been completed. He said municipalities have been given the choice between planning or municipal bodies, and most presentations are being given to the municipal boards. Presentations are still being scheduled for Trumansburg, Town of Ithaca, Town of Lansing and Cayuga Heights. Bruce summarized the presentation. He felt the presentations in Freeville and Dryden were both timely due to recent development proposals. Bruce mentioned the distribution of the UNA books to libraries and thanked those who volunteered. Tony Zarachowicz thanked Bruce for conducting the presentation to the Village of Groton.  Members discussed the questions and responses received during the presentations and via phone calls from landowners. The majority of responses were supportive and the Finger Lakes Land Trust has received some offers from UNA landowners.

Public Safety Communication Project – Susan Brock summarized the RFQ process and interviews with three consultants. She is participating in the selection process and the committee is looking for a consultant who is open to new ideas and has the ability to help the County with the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Members discussed what the scope of services might include, alternatives and the proposed statewide network. She felt that this process would provide the necessary assurance that all options will be evaluated.

IX. West Nile Virus Discussion

Susan Brock said she spoke with Steve Kern (senior public health sanitarian), the County’s point person for the West Nile virus issue. Susan summarized her conversation with him revolving around the County’s position on spraying, current activities and occurrences in New York State and surrounding states. Steve said Tompkins County has no current plans to spray due to geography and the rural nature of the County.  Spraying guidelines call for spraying in more urban areas where there are large, dense populations. The County has looked into larvicide briquettes, but did not use them this summer for a variety of reasons. Members discussed the importance of continued outreach and education, alternatives to pesticides, and the role of manmade structures (especially tires) in providing reproductive sites with no predation. Members concurred with Susan and instructed her to work with the Education Committee to draft a letter to the Department of Health supporting the County’s current efforts and providing any additional material that may be useful. Members discussed the impacts of the virus on bird populations and municipal roadside maintenance activities that create temporary pools for mosquito breeding.

X. Announcements

Dooley Kiefer mentioned the recent proposal to fluoridate drinking water in the City of Ithaca and asked if this was an issue the EMC wanted to weigh in on. Members discussed whether this was a public health or environmental issue. Members discussed what happens to fluoride once it passes through the wastewater treatment plant and will follow-up on that question. Steve Nicholson announced an open house to see seven large power-generating windmills that will produce enough power for 12,000 homes. The windmills are located in Madison off Route 20 and he will be attending the opening. Kenny Christianson asked if the EMC was going to be looking into the lead contamination issue at the Ithaca Gun site. Members said the Environmental Review Committee will be handing that issue.     

X. Adjournment –  The meeting was closed by Susan Brock at approximately 8:55 PM.

Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on October 11, 2000 _____
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