Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

April 12, 2000

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Jean Foley, Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Bruce Johnson, Stephen Nicholson, Duane Randall, Bob Roe, Kristin Rowles, Larry Sharpsteen, Elissa Wolfson, Roger Yonkin, and Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Walter Groman, Peter Newell, Susan Kerns Robinson 

Associates:
Bob Beck,Walter Buble, Dooley Keifer

Ex-officio:

Guests:
Elizabeth Cameron and Donna Connery (Cornell University Environmental Compliance Office), Janet Hawkes (Cayuga Lake Watershed Network), Doria Higgins 

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at 7:06 PM. 

II. Privilege of the Floor –  Doria Higgins spoke about the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation’s (DEC) 1998 §303(d) Waterbodies List and the 1996 Priority Waterbodies List (PWL), and how they were developed. She said that 24 out of 25 segments of waterbodies listed in the 1996 PWL as problem areas were not identified on 1998 303(d) list. She was very concerned about this discrepancy and handed out materials on this issue. Bob Roe said the Town of Danby is very concerned about the re-assessment of property values and the 13.8% increase in the assessed value of vacant land.

III. Approval of the March 2000 Minutes –  The March, 2000 minutes were unanimously approved. 

IV. Cayuga Lake Watershed Steward  –  Janet Hawkes, Chair of the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network, discussed the watershed steward position. She said the steward will assist the Network with education, community outreach and collaboration efforts. The Network serves as an umbrella group for the 40 municipalities in the watershed. Janet said the five-year position should be filled by May 1, 2000, and will work with the Intermunicipal Organization and seek citizen participation. Janet handed out a flyer advertising the position.

V. Chair’s Report –  Susan Brock said she forwarded the names of Ron Beloin (as the EMC representative), Kristin Rowles (alternate), and Dooley Keifer (for notification only) to Cornell for the Lake Source Cooling (LSC) datasharing group. The Board of Representatives voted on a resolution restructuring the Water Resources Council (WRC), which included a voting seat for the EMC. Dooley Keifer was appointed to serve as the EMC’s representative earlier in the year, and Susan asked if anyone else was interested. Members agreed to have Dooley Kiefer serve as the EMC’s liaison to the WRC. Susan said she was contacted by AES Cayuga regarding the installation of new technology at the former Milliken Station Plant that will reduce emissions from the plant. Susan said AES does not intend to retire the air pollution credits and will probably transfer them to another facility. She did not know whether AES plans to go through an environmental review process to determine if there are any negative impacts related to the new technology. The Executive Committee met with members of the UNA and Education Committees to sort out details related to distribution of the UNA Inventory, and municipal and landowner notification. She said everyone agreed that landowner notification was a good idea and questions remained related to the timing of events. She expected the members to present a proposal to address the issues discussed. 

VI. Coordinator’s Report –  Mikel Shakarjian said she sent copies of the EMC Quarterly Report to town supervisors and mayors and reminded members to turn in information for the Annual Report. 

VII. Board of Representatives Liaison –   Dooley Keifer said Powerlight representatives were very impressed by the information provided by the EMC on solar power and expect to make use of it in other proposed usage installations. She also said the BOR passed a resolution allowing the County to obtain options for siting communication towers and that final wording in the resolution stated that the County will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement. She also said the County did not use “Ice-Ban” this winter due to concerns about its impact on fish. Dooley said the BOR’s Planning and Intermunicipal Coordination Committee was going to conduct outreach meetings that may provide an opportunity to include the UNA information.      

VIII. Municipal Reports – 

Town of Newfield- Donna Jean Darling said the Town Board is considering establishing a planning board. There is no zoning in Newfield and the community is in the process of conducting a visioning session. She also said the municipal water system is very old and there is a demand for public water in the area, especially trailer parks.   


Town of Ulysses- Jean Foley said she attended the March Town Board meeting and used the quarterly reports to summarize the EMC’s activities. The Town has been on a list for five years to receive a loan to establish a water system. The list was recently updated, moving the Town closer to accessing those funds. She said current estimates for establishing a water system range from $700-900.00 annually, per household for thirty years. Jean also asked about two parcels being considered by the County for foreclosure.


Town of Ithaca- Elissa Wolfson summarized the activities of the Town’s Conservation Board. She said they are examining the visual aspects of the Intermunicipal Sewer and Water Project, Cornell’s proposal for waste management at the Veterinary School and the Town’s Land Use Plan. 

IX.
Committee Reports/Resolution No. 3-2000 –  

Environmental Review Committee –   Resolution: Cornell Radiation Disposal Site- Barbara Ebert began by summarizing the Environmental Review Committee’s activities regarding Cornell’s Radiation Disposal Site Feasibility Study and presented Draft Resolution No. 3-2000. The resolution was moved, seconded and then discussion began. [Susan Brock abstained from discussion. Bruce Johnson replaced her as Chair.] Barbara said the clock is not ticking on this project since the Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) has not been released. The Committee met with Cornell and DEC representatives after receiving Cornell’s reply letter. Members discussed the differences between Option 2 and Option 6. Option 2 installs a grout curtain around the contaminated area to bedrock, but does not seal the bottom. The main concern is that the “competent” bedrock beneath the site is fractured and contamination will move into these spaces once confined by the grout curtain. Donna Connery explained the geology of the area and the process used to estimate the depth to “competent” rock using eight core samples. Sounding was not done to determine fracture zones. Barbara Ebert thanked Donna for being so helpful to the committee. The motion carried (11 in favor, 1 against, abstaining were: Susan Brock, Donna Jean Daring, Roxi Hewertson and Duane Randall).  Barbara Ebert said she had been contacted by Walter Hang (Toxics Targeting Inc.) regarding the former city dump in the Southwest Park Project area. Walter contacted DEC and EPA and determined that this site is not on any of their lists as an inactive hazardous waste site by these agencies. She said that Walter had correspondence from the County Department of Health expressing concern over possible groundwater contamination and a denial for expansion of the existing mobile home park. Questions remained as to why the site is not on the state list of inactive sites. She said this knowledge will not stop development of the area, however it is a public health issue. Barbara participated in a press conference on this issue on behalf of the Committee. The Committee also sent a letter regarding the proposed Museum of the Earth project at the Paleontological Research Institute.


Unique Natural Areas –  Bruce Johnson said the committee will distribute the Inventory to all municipal offices and public libraries. Members discussed the notification of municipal bodies and landowners. Suggestions were made to reduce the time involved in the process that could be incorporated into a proposal by the Committee. Bruce also said the presentation to the Board was scheduled for April 18, 2000.

Education Committee – Steve Nicholson announced the next meeting of the Committee and summarized plans for the EMC’s Earth Day table at Stewart Park.  

 
County Towers Committee- Susan Brock said the County was committed to an EIS process for the project and she will coordinate efforts with the Environmental Review Committee. 

X. Adjournment –  The meeting was closed by Chair Susan Brock at approximately 9:04 PM.
Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on May 10, 2000 _____
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