Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

March 8, 2000

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Joyce Gerbasi, Bruce Johnson, Peter Newell, Stephen Nicholson, Susan Kerns Robinson,Bob Roe, Kristin Rowles, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin and Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Walter Groman, Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Duane Randall, Elissa Wolfson

Associates:
Walter Buble, Dooley Kiefer, John Kiefer, Nick Vandam

Ex-officio:

Guests:
Barbara Blanchard (BOR Member), Donna Connery (Cornell University Environmental Compliance Office), Peter Meskill (County Sheriff), Jack Miller (Fire and Disaster Coordinator), Louise Murdock (Town of Ithaca resident), Lee Shurtleff (Asst. Fire and Disaster Coordinator) and Brian Wilbur (City of Ithaca Fire Chief)

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at 7:05 PM. 

II. Approval of the February 2000 Minutes –  The February 9, 2000, minutes were approved with the following change: (1) Section IX., sentence 2, delete “adequate” and replace with “accurate.” A request was made to identify the affiliation of guests listed in the minutes. 

III. Water Resources Committee Discussion –  The Water Resources Council (WRC) and Planning, Intergovernmental Relations and Education (PIRE) subcommittee recommendations regarding the restructuring of the Water Resources Council includes voting seats for “county-supported organizations.” The EMC’s Water Resources Committee feels that the EMC fits this description and should be given a voting seat, allowing the “environmental” slot to be filled by one of the many other local environmental organizations. Kristin Rowles (EMC Water Resources Liaison) summarized the process and rationale the subcommittee used to develop the recommendations. She participated on the subcommittee and felt the EMC should have a designated voting seat.  However, she also had concerns about the EMC’s ability to consistently fill a voting seat due to her experience as liaison when no alternates were available to fill-in for her as needed. Dooley Kiefer said the EMC is the environmental advisory board to the BOR, and the topics the EMC addresses include water resources. A motion was made for the Chair to draft a letter asking that the membership be expanded to include an EMC seat, that the WRC should advocate the preservation and enhancement of the County’s water resources, and that an EMC seat would enhance coordination between the two groups. The motion passed unanimously with one abstention (Kristin Rowles).         

IV.
Privilege of the Floor –  A resident of the Town of Ithaca voiced concern over the City’s Southwest Park dGEIS and the lack of biological information on the aquatic resources in the area, specifically the lack of data on fish and water quality. She said wild rainbow trout use this area during migration and spawn in the inlet. She was not concerned about “big box” development but that the issues she mentioned had been overlooked. She circulated her comments. Members mentioned that the EMC and County Planning Department identified these issues in their comments. 

V.
Chair’s Report –  Susan Brock said the annual report is due at the end of the month and encouraged members to send in their submissions. She also announced that the UNA presentation to the BOR has been pushed back to April 4, and the Solar Panel Committee would be presenting information to the BOR on March 21, 2000.   

VI. Attendance Policy –  Susan Brock summarized the attendance policy, including that it was a generous policy, allowing members to miss almost half the meetings. She said proxy voting is not currently permitted because voting members understand the issues and the role of the EMC in the County structure, whereas a proxy may not. In the past, a Freeville trustee attended the meeting for the EMC representative and her presence did not count towards the member’s attendance record. Members decided to revisit the issue in September and asked EMC municipal representatives to notify the group when an official will attend the meeting for them.

VII. Distribution of Quarterly Reports – Members discussed the distribution of the quarterly EMC reports to municipalities. Members requested the report be sent directly to Mayors and Supervisors. Mikel passed out a schedule for oral and written municipal reports to the EMC, and a form that can be used to submit the written reports.  

VIII. Municipal Reports 

Town of Caroline- Stephen Nicholson said the Towers group (made up largely of County personnel) gave a presentation to the Town which was well attended by the public. He said many firefighters expressed concern over communication problems. Residents affected by the proposed tower also expressed concern.  Stephen said Don Barber, Town Supervisor, stressed the 140-feet height ordinance in Caroline and explained the rationale for this limit based on average tree height of eighty-feet. He said the County group said they are willing to work with municipalities. Stephen said a 180-day moratorium has been placed on subdivisions to allow the Town to adopt the proposed regulations. 


Town of Groton- Duane Randall submitted his report via email and read by Susan Brock. The Town of Groton is updating its zoning laws, which are outdated and vague. The Town will also be reviewing an application for a junkyard permit. Duane has requested to be on the Town Board’s agenda monthly, to provide them with an EMC update.

IX. Committee Reports –  

Environmental Review- Barbara Ebert said the next meeting is Tuesday, March 28, 2000. She summarized the committee’s comments on the Southwest Park dGEIS that identified issues such as continuity (recent EA/EIS reviewed independently in same area), SEQR fulfillment, park management, transportation, infrastructure and maintenance, viewshed, surface water quality, plants and animals. [Committee Reports continued after the Towers Presentation.]

X. Emergency Towers Presentation –  Susan Brock introduced Barbara Blanchard (County Board Member), Jack Miller (County Fire and Disaster Coordinator), Brian Wilbur (City Fire Chief), Lee Shurtleff (Assistant Fire and Disaster Coordinator) and Peter Meskill (County Sheriff). Barbara Blanchard said she chairs the Communication Capital Projects Committee, which is responsible for the communication upgrade project, siting of the E-911 facility and re-location of the DOT site. Peter Meskill handed out materials and described the communication problems amongst emergency personnel, coverage and loss of frequencies. He said it is difficult to provide for public safety on a daily basis. Personnel in the field are often in contingency situations in order to communicate with each other and dispatchers. Lee Shurtleff summarized the current communication system and how it was established twenty-seven years ago. He said there are a greater number of calls and fewer responders today. The current system includes fourteen transmitting sites and covers about 65% of the County from a mobile radio (standard handheld for responders). They began looking at changing the system in the 1990’s because of the lack of new frequencies available and coverage would not be improved by adding infrastructure. Lee summarized the areas that currently do not have good coverage, and the rationale used to design the proposed system, stating that due to the topography of the County, the proposed system requires nine towers. Jack Miller handed out project information. He discussed the rationale for the proposed nine-tower system, and limiting tower heights to 200-feet to reduce environmental impacts. He discussed the proposed 240-foot Groton tower that will be lit. Mr. Miller spoke about individual users within talk groups and communication between groups that would allow different agencies to talk to each other, as well as route responders through the consolidated 911 system. He said the County would lose its current communication frequencies in two to three years. Barbara Blanchard summarized the workgroups organizing the project and remaining steps. Brian Wilbur shared stories about rescue situations where communication problems were encountered. 
Members asked questions about the penetration of the signal into buildings, its compatibility with municipal systems and longevity of the technology.  Questions were asked about commitment to the proposed locations, if landowners had been contacted and would the County lease or buy the land. In response to a question from a member, Susan Brock discussed the impacts to birds of a freestanding versus guyed tower, and said guyed towers are not of particular concern if they are not lit or near a wetland. Barbara Blanchard encouraged members to work with her committee to identify and address concerns. 

XI. Committee Reports/ Resolution No. 2-2000 – 
 Library Solar Panel Committee- Stephen Nicholson reported that the committee met twice with Jim Kazda (County Senior Civil Engineer). He asked the committee to identify environmental costs and benefits of installing the panels. Members discussed the cost of the installation ($551,000), federal grant money, wattage differences, savings after the system is paid for, educational opportunities and the artificially low price of fuel in the U.S.. The draft Resolution No. 2-2000 was unanimously adopted with the following change to read:  RESOLVED, That the EMC recommends that the County’s Library Construction Committee and Board of Representatives approve the installation of the 147-kilowatt photovoltaic system on the roof of the new Tompkins County Public Library.


County Towers Committee- Susan Brock expanded on some points made in the earlier presentation. Once the E-911 facility is identified, there will be a tower located at that site. Some of the current 14 sites are dishes or antennas co-located on buildings and they currently have little environmental impact. Some of the existing towers are shorter than those that are being proposed and some of the existing sites may remain for other purposes. Susan asked members to identify important viewsheds that may be impacted by the proposed tower locations.   

XII. Announcements – No announcements.

XIII. Adjournment –  The meeting was closed by Chair Susan Brock at approximately 9:13 PM.
Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on April 12, 2000 _____
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