






Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting

Date:		February 12, 2015 
Time:		4:00pm
Location:	Old Jail Conference Room 125 E. Court St.

Attendees:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	A
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Diana Bryant
	P
	Town of Newfield

	Ben Carver
	P
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	A
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	A
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Pegi Ficken
	E
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	A
	Town of Ulysses

	Daniel Kopcow
	P
	At-Large

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline



	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Margaret Soulstein
	A
	At-Large

	Gary Stewart
	E
	At-Large

	Ron Szymanski
	P
	Village of Freeville

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	E
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	E
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant





Guests in attendance: 

Call to Order– The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:05 pm.

Introduction – Introductions were made on behalf of Jose Lozano, the newly appointed Associate member on the Environmental Management Council. Jose introduced himself as the director of the Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Facility’s Environmental Laboratory, and noted his membership on the Water Resources Council. 

Approval of Minutes – January 8, 2015 draft minutes were approved with minor clarifications. Final minutes have been posted on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Energy Report – Brian Eden reported that the Energy Committee met and will continue to meet on a quarterly basis and via email on an as needed basis.  He went on to report on the public hearing in Binghamton today for the Public Service Commission proceeding that will focus on reforming the energy vision and aims to transform the retail electricity market and overhaul to renewable energy efficiency programs. The goal is to create a cleaner and more affordable and efficient energy system. Brian noted his concerns with the push for the designation of certain entities to become distributed system platform providers which will be the new utilities or DSPP’s (Distributed System Platform Providers). Concerns that include groups such as the elderly, low income, environmental groups, and municipalities that have not been part of the process has prompted the County Legislature to pass the request to extend the comment period to April 1st.  Additional meeting locations are available; members are encouraged to submit comments.  Shared renewables were discussed as an alternative to community members who did not meet the minimum standards for the investment into Solar Tompkins due to much shading or lack of total solar resource fraction. Shared renewables offer a location in your neighborhood with 100% solar exposure that a household can buy a share of.  The Public Service Commission opened a proceeding implementing a community net-metering program on February 10th and will have a public meeting in Albany on March 6th.  Energy New York Program has a meeting today at the Tompkins County Public Library. The program offers commercial entities long term low interest financing for the implementation of energy efficient and renewable energy systems.  On February 6th, the Cayuga Power Plant and NYSEG submitted their revised repowering proposals. Cayuga Power Plant went from 96 to 145 million and retained their option to use coal. NYSEG’s proposal is down to 25 million from 56 million and has offered to work with the Town of Lansing and NYS agencies for pilot programs to replace the lost revenue from the Cayuga Tax assessment.  Brian went on to report that today was 1st day of the Issue’s Conference on the LPG storage project at Seneca Lake. He noted that if a decision is made and is it found that there are sufficient issues of legal import it will then go to full adjudicatory hearing. The Energy Roadmap’s series of papers being compiled by a consultant hired by Tompkins County will be completed by late spring and will be made available to the public for review.   Brian noted the report on the presentation by the Alternatives to Fossil Fuel Infrastructure Development Group to Cornell University.  He went on to report that the Coalition for Sustainable Economic Development is working on reforming the tax abatement criteria and is also trying to develop a sustainable economic development vision that focus on evaluating the proposed projects that will include community interests.

Environmental Review – Jim McGarry reported that the Environmental Review Committee decided against drafting a letter of support for Newfield’s newly proposed waste management law that had been requested by a local group. Their Committee decided to remain silent out of concerns around the exceptions built in for composting and agricultural operations and to avoid taking sides in a public vote.  Brian Eden reported on the on the City’s proposed stormwater fee and noted the comments their group submitted that expressed their concerns that there was no plan in place for the fee.  He went on to report that the City of Ithaca has since had a meeting and formed a group to begin the analysis and on the ground survey of critical areas before the plan modeling is set; the CAC and EMC will follow the process. Members discussed the importance of retention of stormwater on new development, and the management of impervious surfaces throughout the City of Ithaca. Intermunicipal involvement and watershed district funding were noted as possible areas to investigate.  Brian went on to suggest outreach to address the issue with invasive species being sold locally at retail and big box stores. He went on to note the committees’ plans to draft a pesticide use reduction policy resolution.  A proposal to lower the water level of the Ithaca Reservoir through siphoning that will lead to the dredging of 40,000 square feet is open for public comment until February 27th.  Brian went on to report on the public meeting that will address the proposal to bore holes and extend steel cables down to bedrock to secure Potters Falls Dam.  The Cayuga Power Plant SPDES permit renewal comments submitted by the Environmental Review Committee has requested a public hearing in order to give residents and people with technical backgrounds the opportunity to comment on the permit renewal.  
  
Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson reported that the Unique Natural Areas Committee met and discussed the landowner notifications. Plans to send out 800 postcards to the affected landowners are underway. An educational component was noted as being crucial prior to Tompkins County releasing the changes. A temporary site with a generic introduction to the changes in the UNA’s was discussed as a possible way to inform the public. The first notifications will go out to the landowners affected by the 1st group of the 90 revised and approved Unique Natural Areas. Hard copies of the changes will be made available at all municipal offices and libraries.  Discussions centered on the proposed expansion of the Salmon Creek UNA.  A vote on the expansion will likely take place at an upcoming meeting due to the area be categorized by Audubon Birding as having valuable birding and the LiDAR data that shows the geological uniqueness of the area.

State Association of Environmental Management Council’s Conference – Tom Shelley reported that their committee met and conducted some pre-planning for the annual conference. Proposals from 8 hotels for potential sites for the event were obtained through the coordination with staff at the Ithaca/Tompkins County Convention & Visitors Bureau. The possibility of dates for the event will likely be a combination of October 15, 16, and 17th depending on the hotel, but will not likely be a 3 day conference. 

Executive Committee – Steve Nicholson reported that the Executive Committee met and discussed possible presenters for upcoming meetings. A reminder was made that the meeting on March 12th and will take place at the Tompkins County Public Library with a presentation by Brian Danforth on the bee colony collapse disorder. A press release will be sent out a few weeks prior to the event. Brian Eden recommended that former member Martha Ferger receive an award honoring her for all of her community activism and efforts on the Environmental Management Council. Members expressed support in the acknowledgement; plans for her award will follow. 

Staff Report – Jennifer Turner asked members who have not yet signed up for committees to email their selections.

Election of Vice-Chairpersons – Vladimir Micic announced the ballots that will be passed around to all members to vote for 3 of the 4 candidates for Vice-Chairperson of the Executive Committee. The 4 candidates are Carolyn Peterson, John Dennis, Brian Eden, and Tom Shelley. Both new candidates John Dennis and Tom Shelley provided statements to fellow members; John’s statement was written and read by Steve Nicholson. Vladimir Micic counted the ballots and announced the Vice-Chairs of the 2015 Executive Committee as Carolyn Peterson, Brian Eden and John Dennis.

Brine Spreading on Local Roads – Dan Klein reported on the proposed local law that aims to prohibit the spreading of brine from fracking waste. Currently Tompkins County has a law that prohibits the spreading of brine on county roads. The newly proposed law will cover all roads within the county and will prohibit the disposal of brine into wells, water treatment plants, and landfills.  The law would prohibit the distribution, sale, processing, and spreading of any waste from natural gas or oil production even if a beneficial use permit is in use. Members discussed the importance of passing the law given the large amounts of waste available and the increasing cost of salt.   Dan Klein will present the finalized proposal for the law at a later date. 

Municipal Reports – Vladimir Micic reported that the Town of Ithaca is upgrading the water tank located by the Veterinary School at Cornell University. The new tank will be stronger and technologically sounder.  He went on to report that the Town of Ithaca has been awarded a grant for a tree and forest assessment along local town roads. Vladimir also made note of a series of lawsuits that the Town of Ithaca may join against a company that sells liquid propane.  Roger Yonkin reported on the major explosion that took place a few weeks ago at the Cayuga Power Plant that damaged one of the two generators. 

EPA Report - Carolyn Peterson reported on her meeting scheduled in May with Regional EPA Director Judith Enck. Carolyn encouraged members of the EMC to update her on any issues, legalities, or questions within their municipality so that she can address them at the meeting in May.  Jose Lozano reported that the Ithaca Area Waste Water Treatment Facility was declared one of the leaders in energy from waste water in the northeast. He noted the waste waters facilities plan to participate in the New York Energy Prize, a competition offered by NYSERDA that would make them a component that relies on renewable energy. He went on to report that the 1st phase of the project is estimated at $3,000,000 to $4,000,000 for planning and the 2nd phase would entail implementation with estimated costs of up to $70,000,000. An endorsement by the EPA will be pursued once the plan has been organized. The 1st meeting on this proposed project will take place tomorrow. 

   
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:21 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
Approved by Council on May 14, 2015
