Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

September 8, 1999

Present:
Ed Cope, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Joyce Gerbasi, Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Lynn Leopold, Bob Roe, Susan Kerns Robinson, Kristin Rowles, David Weinstein

Absent:
Walter Groman, Bruce Johnson, Carolyn Long, Larry Sharpsteen, Bob Wesley, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Bob Beck, Susan Brock, Dooley Kiefer

Ex-officio:
Michael Lane

Guests:

Liz Cameron, Donna Connery, Kate Hackett

I.
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair, Ed Cope at 7:06 p.m. Ed announced a change to agenda, moving the BOR Liaison Report and PIRE/EMC Discussion to the first items.   

II. Board of Representatives Liaison Report and PIRE/EMC Resolution Discussion –  Michael Lane said the PIRE/EMC subcommittee received comments from municipalities and many were supportive of keeping municipal representatives on the EMC. Taking the comments into consideration, the committee also felt it was important that vacancies not remain open indefinitely. Therefore, the proposed changes include allowing municipalities three months to nominate a representative, after which the seat would be forfeited to an at-large position. Also included, if a Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) exists then a CAC member will serve on the EMC as the municipal representative. If a CAC does not exist, then the municipality may nominate an individual to serve. Staggered terms are also included, as well as the reduction in ex-officio memberships and youth positions. Overall, the membership will be reduced from 28 to 21 members. Mike also said that they were pleased to see the efforts to implement communication guidelines.

Dooley Keifer asked about the mechanism to fill at-large positions and Mike replied the process would remain the same as now. She also asked why the reduction in at-large members is so dramatic (from 12 to 5 positions). Mike replied that there are currently a lot of unfilled positions (i.e. student, chronic municipal vacancies).  Questions were raised about what would happen if a municipality forfeits their seat and then finds a nominee for their seat. In that case, the municipality must wait until the two-year appointment is over to regain the seat. Members were concerned about the reduction in at-large positions citing that a reduction in numbers is commonly due to a problem reaching quorum, however the EMC does not experience that problem very often. It was noted that the current resolution states “at least 12 at-large members” which provides some flexibility, whereas the proposed resolution states “not to exceed 5.”  Many members felt this was too constricting and there needed to be more permissive language. It was suggested that the language “not to exceed” be replaced with the original wording of “at least.” The discussion ended to allow time for the invited speakers to present their information. Ed followed by saying we will continue the discussion later in the meeting, after the speakers have finished.

III. CU Radiation Disposal Site Report –  Donna Connery, Project Manager, said the purpose of her presentation was to focus on the feasibility study and its recommendations. She offered to return to discuss other related topics.  Barbara Ebert passed around a summary spreadsheet listing the proposed alternatives for cleaning up the site. Donna said the contaminated site is located three and a half miles upstream of the lake, and paradioxane (the main contaminant of concern) is moving downgradient (towards the lake). The goal of the study was to prevent future release into the groundwater and contain the current plume of contamination. To do this, consultants examined several alternatives including leaving the contamination source on-site (encapsulated) or removing it. The alternative recommended by the consultants was to leave the waste on-site, construct a slurry wall around the site to capture the plume and place a cement wall (curtain) around the contamination source to the shale bedrock. Cornell hired a consultant to evaluate the site and propose a recommendation to be presented to them, and then the State, where the final decision will be made. Donna said the proposal calls for containing the plume before it crosses Snyder Road, pumping the contaminated water to the chemical disposal site treatment plant, where it will be treated before being released to the intermittent stream. The data indicated the contamination before it crosses Snyder Road is approximately >50ppb. 
Questions were raised about the use of averaged data, because readings as high as 170 ppb have been taken outside the area proposed for plume treatment (across from Warren Road).  While a high reading may occur sporadically, Donna said data has been collected since 1993 and the majority of samples have not detected contamination beyond Snyder Road. The highest reading across Synder Road was recorded in September 1997, and since December 1997, the concentrations have been below detection limits. The treatment plant will not treat tritium, because there is no treatment available, but data indicate the levels in the plume to be below EPA limits. The volume of water entering the treatment plant will be the same as the volume released.  Concern was raised over the standard established for paradioxane and its stringency. Donna said there is no standard for paradioxane, so they evaluated other standards being used to determine what the level of treatment should be. DEC established 50ppb as the standard, which she felt was conservative based on their research. Also of concern, was the lack of a permanent solution being offered by the proposed alternative. Donna replied that the choices centered around removing the contamination, which results in exposure issues, or leaving it in place and continued monitoring. She said the barrier walls should avoid any major release, however none of the alternatives are permanent because the contamination remains on-site. The aquifer test recovery wells (to intercept the plume) will be installed prior to constructing the containment walls.

Two winters ago, water quality samples taken from the receiving stream near its confluence with the lake detected two spikes of 25 ppb, indicating surface water contamination. Two other occurrences were also reported at this site, December 1998 and June 1999, 11 and 19 ppb. Donna said that wells on Cherry and Bush Lanes do not indicate contamination. However, data indicated contamination at a well associated with the Nutritional and Environmental Analytical Services (NEAS) laboratory on Warren Road, where they were pumping large quantities of groundwater (and pulling the plume towards them). The pumping was discontinued and they now use public water. This site is outside the plume area and does have an active monitoring site. Other wells nearby did show fluctuations in concentrations due to the pumping, but levels are always low and Donna did not believe the data indicated the plume was undefined. Concern was raised over the occurrence of abhorrent values suggesting the system is not well understood and may vary with environmental fluctuations. Donna said that they monitor quarterly and do examine the data for correlation with rainfall and seasonality. She said some wells show a relationship while others do not. It was also felt that a backup system needed to be developed (at what point will CU identify and address potential problems). Donna said that they are continuing to monitor for potential contamination and forward monthly reports to DEC, who will dictate their actions in a contingency situation. Donna said that they would expect to see a problem near the site sooner, than they would at the remote locations. The schedule for remediation is currently being designed and they hope construction will begin next year, but the timetable is dictated by DEC. Donna said the analytical cost of quarterly reporting is approximately $30,000.00 for all the wells and one test for paradioxane is approximately $400.00.    

IV. Chair’s Report – Ed asked for the approval to cast a ballot for the New York State Associations of EMC’s Board of Directors. He also asked if members would like to hear Marshall Ballard from Toxics Targeting Inc. present information on point source contamination in the County. Members agreed and Marshall will be given some time on the October agenda. With regret, Ed announced the resignation of Bob Beck, a long time member of the EMC. Bob will stay active as an associate member. Ed mentioned that at the most recent Executive Committee meeting, Bruce Johnson volunteered to chair a “Chair-Nominating Committee” and asked for volunteers. Lynn Leopold volunteered. No other volunteers were identified and Mikel offered to contact those not present. 

V.
Coordinator’s Report –  Mikel handed out various materials including the NESTS Executive Summary, Cornell’s LSC map of monitoring sites and sampling regime, and the June and July Cornell CDS and RDS site reports. She also handed out a copy of the letter that was sent to all supervisors and mayors in the County regarding the December 1, 1999 deadline for the nomination of municipal representatives, and copies of the resume/application for the BOR. Current municipal members were encouraged to submit their applications as soon as possible. Mikel said she would follow-up to see what the process is for associate members.  

VI. Reports from Municipal Representatives – 

Town of Caroline- Ed Cope reported that the EMC’s burn barrel brochure and information was asked about by board members who are concerned about the burning in Caroline. Ed also said that the Town Board is concerned about how well the municipality is being serviced by public transportation for their money. However, he said their main concern was the proliferation of cell towers. The Town has an ordinance and there is some confusion with regards to the placement of emergency communication towers by the County in Caroline. Susan Brock offered to look into it.


Town of Danby- Bob Roe reported on public land ownership and natural resources in Danby, stating that 22% of the Town is state forest. The Town and Planning Boards have sought to intervene in the State Forest Master Plan. The Town Board drafted a resolution to the PIRE committee supporting municipal representation on the EMC. Bob said SEQR review for Buttermilk Creek, the Shelter Valley Mitigation Project, examining sites for the proposed community center, a proposal for a salt storage facility and the town’s comprehensive plan are underway. Bob also said he received a request to send the Town Supervisor a copy of the EMC minutes. Currently, municipalities that have an EMC representative do not receive copies of the minutes at the town offices. Many members felt this was a good suggestion and should be implemented for all municipalities. 


Village of Freeville- Bruce Johnson was unexpectedly called out of town [ rescheduled for November].   

VII. PIRE/EMC Resolution Discussion (Part 2) –  Many members felt that the suggestion to modify the resolution to read “at least 21” was a good idea. This would give municipalities an opportunity to appoint a representative during the two-year appointment period, if they find a volunteer. This would also alleviate concerns about a shortage of members to serve on various committees and allow the EMC to accommodate people with technical expertise willing volunteer their skills on behalf of the EMC. Many members felt that associate members who serve on a part-time basis and can not be expected to fulfill the same role as a voting member. Also, many of the current associate members were once voting members and have stepped down to take advantage of the lighter duties required of an associate. Members felt that the resolution should be redrafted to incorporate the language stated above. 

The proposed resolution states that municipal representatives will be required to report quarterly to their municipal board. Ed said to aid this process, the Executive Committee discussed preparing a one-page quarterly report that can be presented by EMC members to their municipalities, or mailed to those with no representative.

VIII. Communication Guidelines Discussion– Ed summarized the proposed communication guidelines discussed by Executive Committee. The EMC Chair would serve as the primary spokesperson, with one vice-chair appointed as a second spokesperson. Also, the chair could appoint committee spokespersons. Members preferred to have a detailed discussion on this topic once the policy was drafted. Mikel agreed to draft the proposed guidelines. A question was asked about the policy implemented when the agenda items are not completed. 

IX. Approval of Minutes –  The June 1999 minutes were approved without changes. The July 1999 minutes were approved with the following changes: 1.)section II, paragraph 2, misspelled “Taughannock,” 2.) section II, paragraph 2, change “diameter”to “circumference,”3.) section III, paragraph 1, sentence 2, add an “s” to “height,” 4.) sentence 3, change “they” to  “the consultants,” 5.) sentence 5,  after “sites supplied by the municipalities” add “and EMC members,” 6.) sentence 6, change “Bob” to “Bill” Evans. 7.) sentence 10, add “New York” to “Senate bill.”

X.
Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:27 p.m.  

Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on October 13, 1999 _____
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