Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

July 14, 1999

Present:
Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Jean Foley, Joyce Gerbasi, Kara Hagedorn, Lynn Leopold, Bob Roe, Kristin Rowles, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin

Absent:
Ed Cope, Bob Beck, Herb Engman, Walter Groman, Bruce Johnson, Carolyn Long, Susan Kerns Robinson, Dick Taylor, David Weinstein, Bob Wesley

Associates:
Susan Brock, Dooley Kiefer, Nick Vandam 

Guests:
Fernando de Aragon, Bob Bland, Olaf Gustafson, Roxana Hewertson, Lanny Joyce, Pat McNally, Peter Penniman, Martha Robertson, Scott Sears 

Ex-Officios:
Michael Lane

I.
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Lynn Leopold, Vice-Chair, at 7:05 p.m.  A quorum was not present to approve the minutes.

II.
Lake Source Cooling Report – Bob Bland said the purpose of the update is to provide information on the status of the project (construction and otherwise), monitoring program and discuss the Data Sharing Group. Bob introduced Lanny Joyce (LSC Project Manager). Lanny said construction began in March to install new utility lines along University Avenue (water, sewer and stormwater) and the chilled water lines on-campus. He summarized the pipe route from the campus through the city and said that the majority of the construction would be complete in three weeks and restoration efforts would be complete by August (prior to students returning).  He said the next phase of construction included dredging the lake bottom and assembling the in-lake pipes, which will begin in October. The suit filed by the Cayuga Lake Defense Fund must be concluded prior to obtaining the necessary permits to construct the heat exchange facility. Lanny said on the west side of the railroad tracks they were drilling a hole to place pipes to move water to the pump facility. 

Bob introduced Pat McNally, who will lead the LSC monitoring program and the Data Sharing Group. Bob said the purpose of the Data Sharing Group is to provide a forum for discussing and sharing the monitoring data.  Pat said the SPDES permit requires effluent, in-lake and biomonitoring. Biomonitoring includes only the inflow to check for entrainment (organisms caught in the inflow). Both the effluent and biomonitoring will begin once LSC is running. Currently, baseline lake data is being gathered at nine locations. Data has been collected from April through October at some of the locations starting in 1998 and again in 1999. The 1999 data will provide the first year of baseline data used to fulfill the SPDES requirement.  Pat said four sites (Sites 1,3,4 and 5) are being used for DEC reporting (data from these sites will be averaged) and are considered representative of the south basin. Site 2 is in the wastewater treatment plume and is not being used for DEC reporting. There is also a site located at the inflow pipe (both surface and profile depth sampling will be conducted) and another at Taughannoch State Park. Pat said the consultant (Upstate Freshwater Institute) requested additional parameters to help further define the lake’s trophic status. Pat read the list of parameters, adding that all raw data will be available. No additional biological sampling will be done (only for entrainment). Bob Bland said the primary concern is related to the trophic status and related impacts to the food web. The velocity of the inflow pipe is <1/2 ft3/sec and the pipe’s circumference is 27 feet. A camera will watch the outfall when pigging. Zebra mussels are not expected to be a problem because of the low temperature (grow slowly). A screen is being placed over the inflow, which can be removed and cleaned. Several members felt that there have been significant improvements in the project design since initially proposed.

Pat said the Data Sharing Group will include members of the public (5), a member designated by the BOR, an EMC representative, a Water Resources Council Technical Committee member, a Town of Ithaca and Board of Health representative. Larry Sharpsteen asked why the Town of Lansing and Ulysses were not represented and Pat replied that the identified members represented groups that have been active and no one was intentionally left out. Pat said they started sampling earlier than necessary to allow time for the consultant to become familiar with the sampling regime. Dooley Kiefer felt the Data Sharing Group should meet as soon as possible to get up to speed on the data already available. Pat said the BOR needs to appoint someone, Bob Bland offered to look into it. Dooley requested a copy of the list of parameters and a monitoring site map. Bob said these could be provided and Mikel offered to distribute to EMC. Barbara Ebert asked about the truck route being used for the project. She had been informed that the route was supposed to be Cayuga Street, instead of Linn Street. Lanny said they were told to use Linn Street when the trucks are full.
III. Committee Reports –  

Towers Committee-  Susan Brock said the committee finalized the county-wide list of towers and tall structures, and provided the list to the propagation study consultant and the County Fire and Disaster Unit. [The list was distributed to the EMC during the meeting.] The list is intended to help the consultant determine the necessity of new towers and their heights, by optimizing available resources (existing structures) for co-location. She added that the consultant is working with the Planning Department to get the sites mapped on the GIS system. Mike Lane asked about the holes in the list and Susan replied if anyone knows of more structures to notify Mikel, herself or Fire and Disaster to modify the list.  She said the list represents only the sites supplied by the municipalities and EMC members. Also mentioned was an opportunity to host a speaker, Blake Levitt, to talk about siting cell towers and avian mortality. Members felt she may not be the most appropriate person and preferred having Bill Evans, a local expert, come talk on the topic. Members asked for a copy of the agenda for the Avian Conference at Cornell on August 11, where this topic will be discussed. Mikel will distribute. Bob Roe added information about the New York State Senate bill on telecommunication towers siting. He said as written, there would be two types of towers “A and B” and it provided a loophole because the law is so vague about what defines a “B” structure, that all towers would be an “A” and therefore fall outside local municipal jurisdiction. 

Environmental Review Committee-  Barbara Ebert said the public review comment period for Cornell’s Radiation site has been postponed (originally scheduled for August) tentatively until September.  She said she would like to have Donna Connery (Project Manager) come and speak to the full EMC in September, if not, then the committee. The committee was not meeting this month because there are no projects to review.

Flood Hazard Mitigation Oversight Committee Update- Bob Roe said the Flood Hazard Mitigation Oversight Committee approved 5 projects for 1999 funding and a communication policy.

Unique Natural Areas Committee-  Lynn Leopold reviewed the letter to be sent to Mary Oltz concerning the construction of a community center  on land containing a unique natural area (Danby Fir Swamp). The letter was read and slightly modified. It was decided the letter should be from the whole EMC, specify who to call about wetland delineation (Nancy Ostman), clarify the approval is for the plan presented, and apologize for the delay. Members felt it was best to get the letter approved and sent out ASAP.  Barbara Ebert asked for a sense of the body vote to approve the letter as amended, passed unanimously.            

Kara Hagedorn provided an update on the Town of Ithaca’s Conservation Zone for the South Hill, which will rezone the area and reduce density to 1 house every 7 acres. She said planning options such as cluster development would need to be implemented to ensure the district promotes conservation. She said the town is looking for support from the EMC.

IV.
Chair and Coordinator’s Report –  Lynn passed around a folder provided by the Chair, Ed Cope. Instead of providing a report, Mikel asked everyone to go through the folder she was passing around and give their approval/comments on the new letterhead, take copies of the various items provided and sign your name if the copies run out.

V. 
Board of Representatives Liaison Report –  Mike Lane said that there has been no movement on the restructuring proposal. It is still being considered but they are waiting to hear from municipalities. He said he has heard from a few and they are trickling in. Mike Lane introduced Peter Penniman, a member of the Board of Representatives.

VI.
Municipal Reports Discussion –  At Ed’s request, Mikel prepared and distributed a proposed schedule for municipal reports for the remainder of 1999. The first reports will occur in September. Ed Cope and Bruce Johnson volunteered to give reports. Joyce Gerbasi [also on the proposed schedule for September] preferred to wait because her town meeting would not occur until after the September meeting. Bob Roe volunteered for September. Members discussed the option of having each municipality report twice or three times per year. Members decided that we would abide by the proposed schedule for the rest of the year and then decide how many times a year we wanted to hear from each municipal representative. Many members felt there would not be enough time on the agenda to be heard three times. Also, members felt that the privilege of the floor could be used for issues that may be brought up between scheduled reports. 
VII. NESTS Recommendations Discussion –  Fernando de Aragon introduced Scott Sears, from the Community Dispute Resolution Center, who facilitated the 15 member Working Group, responsible for the plan and its recommendations.  Scott summarized the Working Group’s activities from its inception in January 1998 to May 1999, as identifying issues, potential problems, options and finally, a set of recommendations. The Working Group will present the findings to the Client Committee. In July 1999, the final set of recommendations will be released and public meetings held. The Working Group was given complete independence to develop the recommendations and thereby take ownership.

Fernando de Aragon said there are nine policy or project recommendations. Number 1 adopts livability principles related to transportation and land use planning (ie. environmental capacity, road widths, and traffic calming). Number 2 provides for enhanced community-based transit service to reduce personal vehicle use. He said the group utilized a model to focus transit efforts on traffic generating areas and frequently used routes. Number 3 recommends implementing land use planning techniques to foster livability, such as smart growth concepts. Also encourages the development of practices that promote transit use such as identifying transportation activity nodes, building shelters and fostering development near the nodes. Number 4 recommends improving bike and pedestrian facilities for year-round use. He said this would bring the structure of the bike/pedestrian network up to the level of roads and over 60 miles of proposed bike and facilities improvements have been identified.  Number 5 recommends feasibility /design study for possible new connectors at three locations. The three locations are: Route 34/34b south connecting to Route 13, Route 13 and Route 366 connector east of Sapsucker Woods and Route 366 to Route 79. Fernando said the Working Group felt that even if all the other recommendations were implemented, these may not alleviate current congestion due to historical development patterns and a potential increase in traffic due to future development.  Number 6 refer localized problems to responsible jurisdictions.  Number 7 identifies selected actions for implementation, such as traffic calming in supportive neighborhoods. Other ideas include a service road connecting North Triphammer Road, Pyramid Mall and the Route 13 ramp at Cayuga Heights Road. This road would upgrade the existing ring road around the mall, providing an alternative access point that would relieve traffic congestion along North Tripphammer Road and its existing ramps to Route 13. Also under consideration is a bike bridge in the Village of Lansing connecting the Village Park on Uptown Road with Dart Drive, and Cornell’s North Campus Initiative Connector at Thurston Road. Number 8 recommends conducting a comprehensive Countywide freight traffic study. Fernando said this recommendation is already under way, the money has been appropriated and a study should be complete within a year. He said there is a lot of impact from truck movements in neighborhoods.  Number 9 recommends intermunicipal, multijurisdictional cooperation to solve regional transportation problems. Fernando said each recommendation would require additional evaluation and feasibility studies prior to implementation.

Many EMC members were interested in receiving copies of the NESTS Executive Summary, which Mikel said she would provide to members. Also, Fernando said the EMC would receive one complete set of the documents. It was confirmed that the EMC has established a NESTS ad-hoc committee. Dooley Kiefer asked if maps were available to illustrate the specific recommendations and Fernando said some were available in the full document. Martha Robertson asked about an origin and destination study. Fernando replied that the Working Group chose to wait until the new census data is available to focus relevant questions. He felt that any study completed now would be outdated once the new census data was released.  Discussion moved to implementation and Fernando said the Working Group was going to give the recommendations to the Client Committee on July 29 for discussion. He said even the recommendations that are not controversial will require a lot of discussion. An Implementation Committee will be appointed to ensure the process moves along. Eventually, each municipality will need to initiate the implementation. The County serves as an umbrella sponsor, but local governments will need to move projects forward. Lynn Leopold closed discussion and said the ad-hoc committee will further review NESTS.

XI. 
Adjournment –   The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Mikel Shakarjian

EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on September 9, 1999________
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