Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

June 9, 1999

Present:
Ed Cope, Barbara Ebert, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Walter Groman, Lynn Leopold, Susan Kerns Robinson, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen 

Absent:
Bob Beck, Donna Jean Darling, Kara Hagedorn, Bruce Johnson, Carolyn Long, Pat Meinhardt,  Kristin Rowles, Dick Taylor, David Weinstein, Bob Wesley, Roger Yonkin 

Associates:
Ron Belion, Dooley Kiefer 

Guests:
Katie Borgella, Jean Foley, Missy Globerman, Roxana Hewertson, Diana Radford, Martha Robertson

Ex-Officios:
Michael Lane
I.
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Ed Cope at 7:10 p.m. 

II. Privilege of the Floor – Ed welcomed guests and introduced Roxanne Hewertson, as a potential new member. Also present, Jean Foley has been designated as municipal representative from the Town of Ulysses to the EMC. Mikel reported that due to an error on the June 5, 1999 BOR agenda, Jean’s appointment was not addressed, however the appointment will be an agenda item at the next BOR meeting. Diana Radford introduced herself as a Village of Freeville trustee, sitting in for Bruce Johnson. Also, Missy Globerman from the Ithaca Journal was present.

III.
Coordinator’s Report – Mikel passed around a folder with information on various conferences and events. She reported on the highlights of the New York State Association of Environmental Management Council’s June DEC Update, held in Albany on June 7, 1999. The DEC is in the process of completing a report (due in September 1999) on the status and trends of wetlands in NYS from 1980 to 1990 for each ecoregion. Also, mitigation banking is being introduced in NYS, and one bank in western New York has been approved. DEC is currently looking into developing a process to guide wetland banking. SEQR training is being offered to local municipalities through the Department of State. Mikel will contact DEC and DOS to request a speaker/more information on mitigation banking and SEQR training. DEC representatives also discussed new water quality regulations for wetlands and increased mining activity (blue stone and natural gas) in Tompkins County.   

IV.
Chair’s Report –   Ed reported that twelve foot wide ditches have been observed in the Queen Catharine Marsh and asked Mikel to check with the DEC.

V. EMC Attendance Issues –  Ed acknowledged that Pat Meinhardt and Bob Wesley, both voting members on the EMC, have missed 5 general meetings this year. According to the bylaws, the EMC is required to vote to remove them from their seats after 5 absences. Herb Ingman motioned to remove both Pat and Bob from the EMC, citing the importance of participation in maintaining an active council. Lynn Leopold seconded the motion. Discussion began on the current policy of no excused absences. Several members felt the attendance policy should be re-visited to discuss options for excused absences citing personal and professional obligations and the need for more flexibility in the attendance policy. Many members voiced concern because Bob and Pat have been such critical assets to the EMC. The motion failed, two in favor (Herb Engman and Lynn Leopold), the rest against, one abstention (Ed Cope). Ed said he would contact Bob and Pat in the interim and possibly the EMC should discuss the bylaws on attendance in committee.

VI.
Board of Representatives Liaison Report –   Mike Lane thanked Lynn Leopold, Bruce Johnson, Don Barber and Ed Cope for attending the Planning, Intergovernmental Relations, and Education (PIRE) Committee meeting. He felt their comments led to a good discussion on EMC restructuring. Mike said he sent a letter to municipalities asking for their input on restructuring. Once input is received, a subcommittee meeting will be scheduled to further evaluate the options. He felt the review process has encouraged and developed communication between PIRE and the EMC.  Also, he felt recommendations from Wendy Skinner (County’s public information coordinator) will help further improve the communication.   

VII. 
EMC Restructuring Proposals –   Ed began the discussion by asking for input on restructuring from the municipal members. Joyce Gerbasi said the Town of Dryden felt municipal representation strengthened the EMC. Also, she said the Town has tried unsuccessfully in the past to form a CAC. Jean Foley mentioned that it would be unlikely for Ulysses to appoint a CAC, due to limited volunteers. Larry Sharpsteen said the Town of Lansing supported the current process of nomination because it guaranteed a cross-section of views and gave the town representation. Bob Roe said the Town of Danby wished to maintain their seat on the EMC and if necessary, may designate the Planning Board as the CAC. Lynn Leopold said it was difficult for the Village of Lansing to fill all the necessary volunteer positions and supported continued municipal membership on the EMC.

VIII. 
Katie’s Resolution –   As a surprise, Katie was presented with a cake and resolution thanking her for all her hard work over the years as the EMC Coordinator.  

IX. 
Citizen’s Petition on NESTS –   Ed said Martha Robertson was invited to speak on NESTS representing concerned citizens in the NESTS area. Although Fernando de Aragon (MPO) was not able to attend [rescheduled for July 14, 1999], Martha was in attendance and invited to speak on NESTS.

Martha said most citizens supported many of the recommendations in the NESTS study, such as traffic calming and mass transit, however they were opposed to the proposed new road in the northeast. She and others circulated a petition that was signed by over 500 people from all over the County. She said they are very concerned about the long-term impacts of constructing a road, such as land use (suburban sprawl outside the land use control area), impact to downtown businesses and continued traffic congestion. She was also concerned about the lack of a truck traffic study, and an origination and destination study, to determine who would use the proposed road. Martha handed out a copy of the petition and NESTS study map.   

X. 
Recreation Master Plan for State Forests – The Environmental Review committee prepared a resolution that recommends the integrity of the State Forest be the primary determinant in the master plan. Herb Engman proposed a friendly amendment, seconded by Barbara Ebert, to change Resolved #3 from “recreational activity” to “recreational vehicles.” Also, an additional resolved (to be #5) was suggested and approved that “animals not engaged directly in lawful hunting must be restrained or under direct control of their handler.” Several members felt that hiking trails should be distinct from other multipurpose trails because the uses were incompatible and discussed the possibility of controlling access. Ed Cope requested a motion, which carried unanimously. The resolution would be forwarded to the BOR- PIRE Committee for consideration, and sent to the NYDEC, municipal boards and supervisors or mayors with a cover letter. Herb volunteered to draft the letter.

XI.
Approval of the Minutes   –   The May 1999 minutes were approved with the following changes:  Add Larry Sharpsteen to the absent members. In Section VIII, paragraph 8, last sentence add “although Dooley Keifer noted the value of Environmental Health Division representatives in the past.” Same section, paragraph 13, add the following sentence “It was recognized that time constraints would not always allow Ed to be available as a spokesperson.” 

XII. 
Adjournment –   The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Mikel Shakarjian

EMC Coordinator

Passed by Council on September 9, 1999 
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