Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

February 10, 1999

Present:
Ed Cope, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Kara Hagedorn, 

Bruce Johnson, Lynn Leopold, Dick Taylor, David Weinstein, Michael Lane

Absent:
Bob Beck, Carolyn Long, Pat Meinhardt, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Bob Wesley

Associates:
Ron Beloin, Susan Brock, Dooley Kiefer, Nick Vandam

Guests:

Barbara Blanchard

I.
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Ed Cope at 7:07 p.m.

II.
Approval of Minutes – Motion by Herb Engman, second by Donna Darling, to approve the minutes of January 13, 1999 [Changes as noted.].  The motion, as amended, was approved unanimously.  [Bruce Johnson abstained.]

Ed welcomed Mike Lane as the new liaison from the Board of Representatives. Ed also welcomed Barbara Blanchard as a visitor.  Several items were added to the agenda:  report from Mike Lane and announcements from Lynn Leopold and from Barbara Blanchard.

III.
Privilege of the Floor – none

IV.
Coordinator’s Report – •  Ed noted Katie Borgella was sick, and that Joan Jurkowich was filling in.

•  Joan reported on Katie’s advertising efforts to fill vacancies on the EMC.

•  The Board of Representatives approved funding for the surficial aquifer map.

•  Cornell University’s reports on the CDS and RDS sites were distributed.

V.
Chair’s Report – •  Ed circulated the EMC correspondence file.

•  Ed reported on the Local Waterfront Revitalization Planning process

-working groups were established to identify issues

-concern was expressed by several groups about dividing into topic areas rather than meeting together.

-Joan reported that the six focus groups have met. A public meeting has been tentatively scheduled for May 1.

•  Lake Source Cooling - a letter went out to DEC after review by the Executive Committee.  Copies were sent to Cornell University, members of the Board of Representatives, and State and Federal elected officials.

•  Northeast Subarea Transportation Study (NESTS)


- Ed noted that many of the EMC members may have received an Email about the NESTS project, expressing concern about a highway through Monkey Run.  Ed circulated a summary of the project from Fernando de Aragon.  The Working Group is still considering options, no recommendations have been made.  There will be a public meeting on February 25.


- David Weinstein stated this is a very important issue that goes to the core of environmental planning as it has implications for the livability of downtown and for sprawl development.  He would like to see the EMC take an active role.  David also expressed concern at the lack of genuine public involvement.


- Mike Lane stated the process has been very well publicized for over a year, ever since advertisements for volunteers for the Working Group. 


- Herb pointed out that its hard to get people interested until a study gets focused.  That’s why interest is being generated now.  He also suggested that the EMC create a committee to become more knowledgeable about the NESTS program.  A committee was established; its members are Herb Engman, David Weinstein, Dick Taylor and Ed Cope.

VI.
Fill Out Knowledge & Skills Worksheets – Ed distributed forms which will give prospective and new members an opportunity to share information about their background.  It may also be used as a recruitment tool to help fill the large number of vacancies on the EMC.  Bruce Johnson suggested that members of the Board of Representatives might know of people to suggest for membership on the EMC.  Mike says he does make an effort to recruit people, but that it is more difficult to get volunteers. 

VII.
Report:  Board of Representatives Liaison – Mike reported that at the last Planning, Intergovernmental Relations, and Education (PIRE) committee meeting he shared the EMC’s concern over the lack of communication between the two groups.  He also reported that the EMC’s interest in the cell tower issue had been discussed at the Public Safety Committee which directed Jack Miller to meet with the EMC committee.  Mike also reported that the Board of Representatives had unanimously approved funding for the aquifer study, and they still hope to get a member item approved to help offset the $27,000 cost.

The PIRE committee also heard a presentation from the Dryden-Caroline Drifters, a local snowmobile club, about efforts to get state funding for snowmobile trails.  The Committee agreed to support their grant funding for responsible snowmobiling.

David Weinstein asked for an update from the PIRE Committee’s group studying the EMC; Mike said it is still in progress.

Mike invited members to attend the PIRE Committee which meets the fourth Tuesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in the Old Jail Conference Room.

VIII.
Report:  Lake Source Cooling – Barbara Ebert reviewed the contents of a letter on Lake Source Cooling sent to DEC.  There was discussion on the relationship of the Lake Source Cooling project and the DEC list of threatened and stressed water bodies (Clean Water Act section 303D list).  She noted that Congressman Hinchey and Representative Luster were writing letters to DEC asking them to reconsider their permit.  Susan Brock noted that it is a complicated legal issue.

Ed reported that he had spoken with Bob Bland about starting communications between Cornell and the monitoring review committee.  Bland said that Cornell will be starting data collection in April or May and doesn’t anticipate a meeting until the summer or fall.  He will take under advisement the suggestion that Cornell start keeping the committee informed of their progress.

IX.
Announcements

•   Barbara Blanchard shared an announcement on opportunities for internships with the NRCS.  She also reported on the Public Safety Committee’s progress to address a county emergency communication system.  The project committee has already met with the EMC’s County Towers committee and gotten off to a good start.  The committee’s goal is to establish a budget and timeline for the capital project for this year’s budget review.  Issues to be addressed include additional propagation studies and the height of the tower in Groton.  At the Public Safety Committee meeting, chairman Charles Evans established a subcommittee co-chaired by Barbara Blanchard and Lee Shurtleff to move this project along.  Lee Shurtleff and Jack Miller are following up on these issues.

•  Susan Brock reported that the EMC’s interest is not to set up standards for a communication system, but rather to address impacts of towers.  One of the issues that needs to be addressed is the fact that Motorola designed the system for free, but only they can build the system they designed.  The EMC would like an independent review of the design to help maintain the integrity of the process.

•  Lynn Leopold reported on the progress on the Household Hazardous Waste facility.  Bara Hotchkiss told her that siting issues are now being addressed, including ways to address existing traffic and congestion issues at the recycling center.  Bara hopes to have a draft EAF at the next EMC meeting. 

X.
Committee Reports

1.  Unique Natural Areas Committee -  Bruce reported Bob and Nancy are working on redefining the boundaries of unique natural areas and the committee will be meeting again next week.

2.  Environmental Review Committee – Barbara Ebert reported on the Portland Point Marina.  She prepared a letter to DEC concerned primarily with the lack of detailed information in the EAF, making it difficult to identify any potential impacts.  The Ithaca Journal had called her for comment on the letter (the Ithaca Journal receives the EMC minutes).  Mike Lane noted the County has been supporting this project through a HUD grant.  Dooley Kiefer recalled that the Board of Representatives endorsed an application for grant money, but that this did not constitute blanket endorsement of the project itself, since no environmental review had been done.

Barbara Blanchard noted that the article in the Ithaca Journal caused a lot of problems and made the County look bad.  There was a discussion on ways to avoid this problem in the future.  Suggestions included:


- Send comments to the Board of Representatives earlier so they won’t be caught off-guard.


- Educate the Ithaca Journal reporters each time on the relationship between the EMC, its 
  
committees and the Board of Representatives.


- Establish joint working groups on big projects, like the communications project.


- Tompkins County EMC staff delay releasing information to the press until other recipients have 
received them.

Barbara Ebert also shared that Mike Koplinka-Loehr had contacted her about construction activity on the Portland Point site this past weekend.  Joan agreed to follow up on this.  Barbara also reported that Libby deProsse had contacted her about the important fossil site on the Portland Point property.  Joan agreed to look into this as well.

There was then discussion about how the EMC should participate in the NESTS project.  It was agreed that anything prepared for the public meetings would be shared with Ed Cope.  He would be responsible for contacting the necessary people.  Ed asked if Mike Lane needs to see EMC comments on NESTS beforehand, and Mike said absolutely.  Dooley suggested using the League of Women Voters’ model where committees can make public comments in the form of questions, but that positions had to come from a consensus of the entire board.

3.  County Towers Committee – Susan had no additional report.

4.  Education Committee - Ron Beloin reported that the web site is under construction.  He is looking for material to put on the site and has asked Katie to funnel things to him.  The web site will include the Environmental Directory and the Framework for Long Range Environmental Planning.

XI.
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Jurkowich, AICP

Deputy Commissioner of Planning

Approved by Council on March 10, 1999 _____
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