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Special Time and Location for 

December Meeting

The EMC 12/12 meeting will be held at the Old Jail Conference Room, 125 East Court Street in Ithaca.  You may park in adjacent employee lots.  A buffet dinner for voting and associate members will begin at 6:00 PM, and business will begin at 6:30 PM.  Our guest speaker is on the agenda for 7:00 PM.   

Village of Dryden Report

Submitted by Martha Ferger

Public Works officials have learned from the newly installed monitors at the Village sewer plant that flow volumes have not increased significantly over earlier levels.  Thus plans for a long-overdue upgrade/replacement of the 51-year old facility do not need to be driven by an emergency situation.  Rather, they will be dictated by anticipated need for an expansion of the Cortland Road Sewer District (located in the Town of Dryden) and by proposed new dormitories at TC3.

In this connection, TC3 has announced new water-saving measures that they believe will enable the construction of two new dormitories without exceeding their currently-approved sewage output.

Ed Bugliosi, a member of the Village Planning Board and an engineer at US Geological Survey, has now completed analysis of an Aquifer Appraisal Study he did earlier this year on the three aquifers that the Village currently uses.  The Study showed not much potential for increased production.  He will therefore be recommending that the Village ask DEC permission to sink a test well on State land near Dryden Lake for possible future use.

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com

2007 Website Committee Report

Submitted by Keith Epstein
2007 was another maintenance year for the EMC website.  We updated the website consistently with current newsletters, agendas, minutes, resolutions, and meeting dates.  Several new items were added to the "EMC in the news" section.  In the beginning of the year, we planned to update the current issues section, but time did not permit it this year.  We started working with the Unique Natural Areas committee with the goal of making UNA information available online.  This project is still underway, and will continue into 2008.  

Upcoming 2008 EMC meetings!

January 9th at 7:00pm

February 13th and March 12th 

At the Transit Center

2007 UNA Committee Report

Submitted by Mark Whitmore

The Unique Natural Areas Committee (UNA) has been engaged in the process of updating the full inventory of UNA’s to incorporate any changes to the boundaries and incorporate additional biological information, especially with regard to sensitive species of plants and animals. The committee submitted a proposal to the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation wildlife grants program on species of greatest conservation need. This proposal was not funded but focused our attention on the possibilities for utilizing GIS as a framework for the UNA data. The committee drafted a formal protocol for the process of adding or revising UNA’s which was formally adopted by the EMC. Over the coming year we expect to evaluate the UNA inventory for UNA’s that obviously require revision and we will be speaking with experts in order to incorporate information on organisms that are currently poorly represented in the inventory, such as reptiles and amphibians.
more News! (
2007 ERC Committee Report

Submitted by Mark Whitmore 
The Environmental Review Committee (ERC) considered many projects over the past year. We raised concerns over the hydrological and biological aspects of a planned development in UNA-106, Sapsucker Woods, wrote to the Town of Ithaca Planning Department and crafted a resolution that was adopted by the EMC.  We responded to the City of Ithaca after their creation of a temporary off-leash dog park with our concerns about the dogs not staying within the bounds of the park and disturbing animals in the Hog Hole UNA as well as in the grasslands and shoreline of the State Park. We wrote a letter to the Mayor and Common Council members, participated in a panel discussion and wrote a resolution which was passed by the EMC requesting the City study the use of the park and install a fence to minimize unwanted interaction with dogs. We are currently reviewing the Scoping Document for the City of Ithaca Water Project, a clustered housing development near the hospital, and the Black Diamond Trail proposal.  

2007 Air Quality Committee Report

Submitted by Glynn Bebee  
The Air Quality Committee worked to generate a list of priority topics and action items for 2007 by considering such factors as past committee activities, recent public concerns, general media coverage, state and national trends and individual committee members' interests.  The list created by the committee included items such as the county open burning regulations, awareness about vehicle idling and existing laws, again offering support to local plastic recycling efforts and consideration of increasing public comments regarding outdoor boiler- and furnace-type heating devices.

Regarding the open burning regulations, the Air Quality Committee considered ways to continue education about the Tompkins County laws and the health impacts related to burn barrels and the open burning of household waste. When discussing vehicle idling, the committee also acknowledged existing laws and regulations in both New York State and in local municipalities, such that again education and public outreach were considered to be the most appropriate actions required to address the topic.  And of the topics listed above, the most contentious may be outdoor heating devices.

Outdoor heating devices have in recent years increased in number and have been seen by the public to have both pros and cons associated with their use.  Many communities have created regulations that limit the use or new installation of such heating devices based on the idea that they pollute more than other forms of heating equipment.  While some have indeed been proven to be more polluting, there are makes and models that have earned EPA acceptance and are shown to pollute on a scale equivalent to woodstoves and fireplaces.  However, being a relatively new type of product, they do also have particular problems associated with their use such as generally inefficient combustion, annoying chimney emissions and the temptation to burn inappropriate materials like household trash.  As a result, the best course of action in response to any public rejection of outdoor heating devices may again be to create and enforce regulations that limit such factors as proximity to neighboring households, combustion materials and even general methods of operation.

2007 Water Resources Council 

Liaison Report

Submitted by Roger Yonkin  
The Tompkins County Water Resources Council serves as the water coordinating committee for the Tompkins County Board of Representatives.

The WRC listened to reports from experts on the following subjects:  City of Ithaca drinking water supply, the greening of Newman Golf Course, tributary modeling for the Cayuga Lake watershed, roadside ditching practices, update on WRC/CU Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership efforts, and countywide approach to water quality monitoring

Members and Committees studied and reported on the following:  aquifers, Cayuga Lake recreation, grants, County policies, reducing phosphorus from wastewater at the Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Plant, 2007 work plan, staff time, Cayuga Inlet dredging, NYS water well construction regulations, Water Quality Strategy updates, County storm water permits, wetland definition and mapping, Susquehanna Action Plan, Six Mile Creek, environmental education.




























