Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting
 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

November 13, 2014 
Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Old Jail Conference Room 125 E. Court St.
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Ben Carver
	A
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	A
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	E
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Martha Ferger
	E
	At-Large

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	A
	Town of Ulysses

	Jim McGarry
	E
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline


	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC

	Margaret Soulstein
	P
	At-Large

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Gary Stewart
	P
	At-Large

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	E
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant


Guests in attendance: 
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:03 pm.  
A change to the Agenda – Chair’s Report was added to the agenda.
Approval of Minutes – October 9, 2014 draft minutes were approved with clarifications. Final minutes have been posted on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.  
Steve Nicholson offered a word of appreciation to John Dennis and Martha Ferger for their efforts in the protests of the Crestwood salt mines.

Energy Report – Brian Eden was unable to attend the meeting but made available the Energy Committee Report for the Month of November to all members. See attached.
Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson reported on that the proposed revisions on the UNA’s will be presented at the meeting today. He noted the meeting with 2 recent graduates from Ithaca College that would like to create a coffee table type book with photographs of publically accessible Unique Natural Areas. The students hope to publish the book as a fundraiser for Environmental Management Council or the Finger Lakes Land Trust. 
Executive Committee – The Executive Committee met and discussed meetings and speakers for 2015.

Staff Report – Scott Doyle reported on his meeting with Kathy Wilsea, the former Secretary with the Tompkins County Planning Department. Kathy sent her regards to members of the EMC. The Planning Department is currently working on the several hundred comments received on the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan. The final draft of the plan will be presented to the Planning Committee next week. Final adoption of the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan is expected early next year. ( The County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board is in the process of updating their plan. Cooperative Extension was mentioned as a lead in the efforts of the plan that has included coordination amongst other municipalities. A draft for the plan will be made available in the near future. A presentation was a noted possibility for a future Environmental Management Council meeting.
Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reported that the State Association of EMC’s has asked Ithaca to host the Annual Conference of the New York State Association of Conservation Commissions and the New York State Association of Environmental Management Councils. A Conference Committee will need to be formed to include members with experience hosting state conferences as well as those without experience. The benefit of hosting the conference was noted as having the ability to tailor the conference to exactly what the groups’ focuses are. One of the first charges of the Conference Committee will be to determine the date of the conference.  The Apple Festival and both Cornell and Ithaca Colleges Homecoming’s will be dates to avoid when scheduling the conference which is slated for either October or November. Members discussed the funding for the event that will be primarily funded by sponsors. Field trip components are common as members discussed possible visits to the Lake Source Cooling plant and solar power plants. Gary Stewart, Carolyn Peterson and Tom Shelley expressed interest in working with Steve Nicholson to coordinate the conference.
Establishing a Nominations Committee – Dan Klein, Vladimir Micic, and Tom Shelley volunteered to form the Nominating Committee in charge of nominating a Chair in December and the Executive Committee in January.
Update on Proposed Changes of Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson presented a slide show presentation of the proposed changes to the Unique Natural Areas to members of the Environmental Management Council. The changes propose a net 5% increase from the original delineations of 11,525 acres to 12, 112 acres. The presentation included slides with the previous and newly delineated acres and brief descriptions of why the changes were made.  Outreach to landowners will occur after changes are formally adopted by the Environmental Management Council. Members can forward any questions or comments on the boundary revisions to Scott Doyle or Robert. The resolution recommending the boundary revision approval will be presented at the next Environmental Management Committee meeting on December 11, 2014. Members questioned the impact of designating land a Unique Natural Area and discussed the implications.    To view the proposed changes to the Tompkins County Unique Natural Areas please visit: http://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/files/emc/presentations/Batch%202%20Updates%20to%20the%20Tompkins%20County%20Unique%20Natural%20Area%2011-13-14_v2.pdf
EPA Local Government Advisory Committee – Carolyn Peterson reported on her role on the Local Government Advisory Committee (LGAC) which she has filled since 2010 after a designation by Regional EPA administrator Judith Enck while serving as Mayor of the City of Ithaca. There are approximately 30 representatives whose sole responsibilities are to look at the EPA’s rules and regulations and address how they affect local government. Carolyn has served 2 two-year terms and has been asked to re-apply for a third term.  
The Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) creates the LGAC that is uniquely made up solely of locally elected and appointed officials. The Air, Climate, and Energy workgroup is chaired by Carolyn. She also serves on the Small Communities Advisory Committee. The Climate Change Resiliency and Sustainability workgroup is a new committee that was formed and is headed by Bill Finch of Connecticut. Three members are part of the Presidential Task Force on climate change which provides direct contact and input into the President’s Climate Change Task Force. The recommendations for the report to the President on climate change will be completed soon. Expanding the Conversation for Environmental Justice Communities is another group Carolyn is involved with that looks at issues across the country such as poverty, under-represented populations, minorities, and public health issues. 

Meetings of the EPA Local Government Advisory Committee are held primarily via teleconference, with 2 in person meetings scheduled yearly. Examples of work can be found on the EPA local advisory site that includes letters to the administrator such as on polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and their safe disposal and public health concerns, outreach and information dissemination especially for Environmental Justice communities, the Clean Air Act (111B/D) - new and existing power plants and the focus on the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, strengthening the fence line monitoring around oil refineries and include the monitoring of start up, shutdown and malfunction operations, and farmworker protection standards for pesticide control on farms. Lastly, the Protecting America’s Waters workgroup which has focused on the Waters of the US and has written extensive comments on the revised Waters of the US rule which are due tomorrow. The EPA administrator specifically asked this committee to attend 4 extra meetings across the US in order to hear from local governments, farmers, agricultural workers, and environmental groups what their thoughts are regarding the revisions of the Waters of the US rules. Carolyn directed members to go to EPA LGAC to view members and work of their group. 
Discussions centered on the EPA’s involvement with coal mining. Protocol for reporting has become stricter as budget cuts were noted as reasons for less ground enforcement. The proposed revision in the ozone standards was noted as being part of the Air Climate & Energy agenda for the next couple of months. One of the questions to be raised at local government will be the violation of ozone standards in one community due to another community’s generation of ozone pollution. (  Members expressed concerns on the elimination of the words “navigable waters” to the use of “all waters” in the Proposed Clarifying Language defining Waters of the United States. The change in wording was explained in order to further clarify definitions to include modeling and pictures of questionable terms such as ditches and upland. ( Recontamination from Ithaca Gun’s previous emergency cleanup of lead by the Environmental Protection Agency in 2003 was discussed. An update on the agencies involved with the planned cleanup at Ithaca Gun will be provided at a later date. ( Judith Enck was mentioned as a potential presenter for the 2015 NYS Environmental Management Council conference.
Member Items – Steve Nicholson announced that the 3 week hunting season begins this Saturday at dawn.
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:29 PM.  
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on December 11, 2014
ENERGY COMMITTEE REPORT

November 2014
1.  Cornell’s Solarbration on October 20 recognized the Snyder Rd. solar project’s completion and in service status.  Vice President for Facilities Services Kyu-Jung Whang announced Cornell’s intention to construct 8 MW of additional solar production with the next 2 MW project to be located at the Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva. Further such local installations are limited by the regulation that only one 2 MW project may be associated with one account.

2.  The County’s Energy Road Map Steering Committee will meet in December. The timeline provides for the Committee to review several clean energy technologies with public outreach efforts to begin in May 2015 with a final report due in October/November 2015.

3.  A program, co-sponsored with the League of Women Voters, on climate change adaptation, impacts on food production and farming as well as storm water management planning, is scheduled for Monday, November 17, 7:00 – 8:30, Borg-Warner Room, Tompkins County Public Library. 

4.  57 organizations and elected official, participants in an incipient energy democracy movement in New York State, recently submitted a letter to the NYS Public Service Commission with recommendations on how best to advance the Reforming the Energy Vision (REV) Initiative. The process to date has been utility dominated and has not incorporated the broad public participation that is necessary to arrive at outcomes that reflect the interests of all New Yorkers.

5.  Community Choice Aggregation allows municipalities to aggregate the bargaining power of individual customers within a defined area. Those wishing to not participate may opt-out. Its structure is much like that of MEGA which aggregates local municipalities’ purchasing power. This is permitted in 5 states but not yet in New York. A coalition of clean energy advocates is forming to lobby for its adoption here. We hope to bring an EMC Resolution to the County Legislature in the near future.

6.  A joint repowering proposal for conversion of Cayuga Power Plant’s generating units from coal to natural gas is due from NYSEG and Cayuga on December 1.

7.  The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued its Fifth Assessment Report, authored by 800 scientists who received 136,000 review comments, on November 2 and concluded that climate change is set to impose “severe, widespread, and irreversible impacts” on the Earth. The following day U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki Moon stated that “Science has spoken. There is no ambiguity in the message. Leaders must act. Time is not on our side. We need quick decisive action globally as well as locally if we are to achieve a better and more sustainable future. Inaction will be very costly to public health, the environment, and our social and commercial systems.

8.  The Solutions Group was formed to propose alternatives to fossil fuel infrastructure build-out in Tompkins County. Neither the development of affordable single family or multi-family housing nor commercial constructions are necessarily limited by an increased reliance on clean energy systems. A technical advisory committee is meeting weekly to model a matrix of building designs, space heating options, process technologies, costs, lifespans, and climate impacts. Public presentations on our proposals will commence on December 1. 

9.  Residents located along the proposed W. Dryden natural gas pipeline route have hired a lawyer to represent them in addressing NYSEG’s unfair easement contract terms.

10.  This Saturday, Nov. 15, 9:00 – 5:00 at Ithaca College’s Textor Hall, there is a conference “Collateral Damage from Fracking: Coming Together to Protect Our Communities”.

 Solar Tompkins Report: 355 residents have signed contracts to have solar installed on their homes. Following each project completion Solar Tompkins Board members will meet with homeowners to ascertain that the systems were properly installed and there has been customer service satisfaction. We are developing market transition materials to encourage an on-going solar market and support consumer confidence in adopting solar without continued mediation from Solar Tompkins. Also the Board is considering possible new initiatives for 2015 which would promote renewable home heating alternatives.

