Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

October 10, 2007

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Martha Ferger, Neha Khanna, Stan Marcus, Steve Nicholson, Martha Robertson, Larry Sallinger, Roger Segelken, Jacie Spoon, Mark Whitmore

	Excused:
	Dan Lamb, Michael Miles, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Lucia Tyler, Marissa Weiss,

	Absent:
	John Dennis, Ashley Miller, Bob Roe, Gary Stewart, Roger Yonkin

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer

	Guests:
	Clifford Babson, Kariann Mackie-Cunningham, Amy Risen

	Staff:
	Joan Jurkowich, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 7:04 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – Guests introduced themselves.  All of our guests expect to apply for EMC membership or already have done so.

Changes to the Agenda – Jacie Spoon will not be providing a municipal report.

Policies and Procedures for Additions to the UNA Directory – Changes suggested at the previous meeting were available to members prior to the meeting.  Discussion was led by Mark Whitemore, Chair of the UNA Committee.  Additional changes were discussed and amendments were made to the Process document.  Final document moved by Mark Whitmore, seconded by Stan Marcus and passed by unanimous vote of members present.

Approval of Minutes -- The minutes of September 12, 2007 were accepted without changes.  Final minutes are available on the webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Recommendations for Reduction of Staff Time – The Executive Committee met prior to the EMC meeting.  Neha Khanna led discussion, and said although the budget appears to be okay for the remainder of 2007, it is prudent to finish the process in case changes are needed in 2008.  The Executive Committee felt limiting the number of meetings per year to eight was a likely change.  The Website Committee has suggested that information from guest speakers be posted before EMC meetings, so members can become familiar with topics and the minutes do not need to include the presentation portion of the visit.  That suggestion will be implemented immediately.  Martha Robertson said changes may occur at the Legislature office and the Planning Department that will allow for more of the TCPD Secretary’s time to be devoted to advisory boards.  

2008 Workplan/Budget – Joan Jurkowich explained how she grouped ideas following previous discussion.  Other topics were suggested:  Lake Source Cooling, City of Ithaca drinking water source, dog park, Enfield wind, Ithaca College wind, Cayuga Lake Waterfront Trail, exterior furnaces, dredging, and community action plan re invasive species.  Joan spoke of working some specifics into the topics, which would help identify topics that are monitoring and those that are EMC activities.  Also, some actions for the same topic could be chronological (some goals in 2008, some in 2009, etc.).  Some topics have other lead agencies, and EMC should decide if they are supporting their work in some way and/or providing a liaison.  Glynn Bebee is interested in bringing some diesel idling information to PDEQ, and Joan suggested the committee draft a policy or a regulation, which would provide something for legislators to review and react to.  Steve Nicholson said the revised Workplan will be sent to committee chairs so they can help identify items that match committee goals.     

Municipal Reports –Jacie Spoon will report at a future date on the Village of Groton.  John Dennis was absent, so there was no report on the Village of Lansing.

Chair’s Report – No report.
Coordinator’s Report – Joan Jurkowich provided expense authorization forms for members who are interested in attending the Conference on the Environment.

County Legislature Liaison Report – Martha Robertson reported on the County budget deliberations and said the public hearing on the budget will be 11/14.  TCAT requested more money to include a startup for Park & Ride and a route management study.  PDEQ will meet next week, 10/18, and discuss adopting the County Forest Management Plan.  In November, PDEQ will have a presentation on the draft Coordinated Transportation Plan.

Member Items – Martha Ferger wondered if members should be printing meeting materials at home.  It was agreed that the secretary will only bring a few paper copies for visitors and those members who forget to bring materials.  For the January organizational meeting, Kathy Wilsea will add a column called “print at home” to the mail/email signup sheet so she can plan how many paper copies to bring to meetings.  Kenny Christianson announced a benefit for Loaves & Fishes on 10/13.  Joyce Gerbasi announced a benefit for the former West Danby fire chief, who is a burn victim, on 10/14.  Jacie Spoon announced upcoming public meetings with Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton in Caroline, Groton, and the Town of Ithaca.  There was discussion on composting deer carcasses following a question by Dooley Kiefer. 

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at 8:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on December 12, 2007

