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Participate in Your Committees!

Environmental Review:  October 24th, Old Jail small conference room, 5:30 PM.

UNA:  October 22nd, Old Jail large conference room, 5:30 PM.

Website:  October 24th, Old Jail small conference room, 6:15 PM.

Website Committee Report

Submitted by Keith Epstein

The website committee is going to be trying something new - we'll be requesting electronic copies of presentations from EMC guests before the meeting so that we can post them on our website before or very shortly after the EMC meeting.  Committee chairs - if your committee has some new information for the website please let us know.  We are working with the UNA committee to determine what information from the UNA document can and can't be posted on the website.
Cayuga Heights Zoning Change Would 

Allow Deer Fences 

Submitted by Roger Segelken
An Oct. 21 public hearing at the Village of Cayuga Heights' Marcham Hall will air a proposed change to the "Fences and Walls" section of the village zoning ordinance—specifying height and materials allowed in deer-exclusion fencing.  Barriers up to nine feet high, and made of "wire or polypropylene open mesh (that provides) unobstructed views through the fence" would be permitted if the ordinance change is approved.  The proposal defines "unobstructed views" as the passage of no less than 90 percent of light and view through fencing materials. In general, fences and walls up to four feet tall (and higher, with property-line setbacks) have been allowed in Cayuga Heights.

When a specially funded trap-sterilize-release program ended about two years ago, the village's deer-population numbers returned to about 90 animals per square mile, according to Paul Curtis, a wildlife-management specialist at Cornell.  

Some residents resisted controlled hunts to reduce deer populations—leaving gardeners with three options:  unpalatable varieties of plants, deer-repelling chemicals, or deer-exclusion barriers.  The proposed zoning ordinance change does not address electric fences, which are increasingly used to exclude deer in some places.  However, the village administration cautions that property owners might incur "personal liability" with electric fences in residential neighborhoods.

Village of Dryden Report

Submitted by Martha Ferger
At its monthly meeting on Sept. 27, 2007, the Village Board completed the formalities for annexation of an approximately 50-acre plot on the northwestern edge of the Village and to designate this area as “Light Industrial” on the zoning map.  This was the 4th annexation since 2004.

It was joyfully reported that the long-awaited new flow monitors have been installed at the waste water treatment plant and in various manhole locations.  Preliminary measurements are not startlingly different from measurements with the old monitors.  The new data will be analyzed at the next DPW meeting on Oct. 11, and then, at long last, the Village will have in hand the information needed to plan plant upgrades and apply for grants to accomplish same.  The present facility is already 10 years beyond its expected useful life.  The size of the upgraded facility will determine what uses can be permitted on the newly annexed land and at TC3.

Monika Roth, from TC Cooperative Extension, attended the Board meeting and described the Citizen Pruner program in the City of Ithaca.  She emphasized how crucial proper pruning is during the first three years after the planting of new trees and offered to conduct a training program for Dryden if one is desired.  Very likely volunteers could be recruited from the membership of the Beautification Brigade, a new group which has achieved spectacular results with flower beds and containers in many public places this past summer under the inspired leadership of Mary Kirkweiland.

Community Forum on Energy

TREEA, Sustainable Tompkins, Johnson Controls, Ithaca College, MEGA and NYSERDA are co-sponsoring a forum on Saturday, November 17th at Ithaca College.  Topics include wind power, solar power, ground-source heat pumps, biofuels, and hydropower.  For more information, visit www.treea.org.  
Town of Ithaca Report

Submitted by Larry Sallinger
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The Conservation Board’s Scenic Resources Committee has competed a draft report that will be presented to the Conservation Board in October for approval. Assuming that the C.B. approves the report, it will go to the Town Board soon after the first of the year with the hope that the Town Board will endorse the committee’s conclusions and initiate actions that will protect and enhance the scenic qualities of the Town of Ithaca.

The Conservation Board has added a new voting member, Michael T. Goettel.

The Environmental Review Committee has reviewed and commented on Ithaca College’s proposed 164 ft. met tower to be located on IC property previously identified as ecological communities. The proposed tower will be used to measure meteorological data to determine the feasibility of installing a wind turbine to produce power for use by the college.

Town of Dryden Report

Submitted by Stan Marcus
Stormwater Ordinance—The final draft has been completed by a Special Committee and is currently under review by the Town Attorney, Mahlon Perkins, and will probably be sent to the Town Board for approval in October, 2007. The law in its current state is customized to local government needs based upon the requirements of the State Model, and goes further to protect water resources.

FLLT’s Ellis Hollow Preserve Parking Lot--The parking lot at the Finger Lakes Land Trust property on Ellis Hollow Creek Road is now complete. A representative of the FLLT reported at the September Town Board meeting that the FLLT is highly pleased with the excellent quality of the work done on the parking lot by the Dryden Highway Department.  

Dryden-Freeville Trail.--Work has been started on the Dryden-Freeville Trail. Trees have been removed at the intersection with Springhouse Road to improve the line of site. The road was striped this year with two double yellow lines and eventually there will be a painted crosswalk for pedestrians and a sign installed. The Town is currently pursuing a reduction in the speed limit as well.

LewLin Farm –“Farm City Day” was held on Saturday, August 11. This is the farm for which the Town has been awarded a grant to purchase a conservation easement to extinguish the ability to develop the property except for farm purposes. A short environmental assessment form has been prepared and was reviewed by the Board.

Jerry Dell Farm--Environmental Planner Dan Kwasnowski said he has been working with County Planning on an application for the purchase of the development rights for the Jerry Dell Farm, reputedly the largest organic dairy farm in the northeast. This project also includes the Prince Farm on Route 13. He said those soils are some of the best in the Town. That land also provides a link to Cornell Agricultural property on Mount Pleasant. The Jerry Dell Farm is next to the Lew-Lin Farm.

Fall Creek Watershed Presentation - George Patte, Chair of the Fall Creek Watershed Committee, and Dave Weinstein gave a    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor PowerPoint presentation
 regarding the monitoring work that the committee has been doing. The Committee is made up of a group of concerned citizens organized to promote understanding of how to maintain and improve the ecological health, economic vitality and overall beauty of the watershed through education, data collection, citizen action and partnerships.  The Watershed Committee provides dependable data that is necessary to make informed decisions involving water resources. The Town of Dryden benefits from having two creeks (Fall Creek & Six Mile Creek) sampled at 13 sites each 5 times a year, costing a total of $44,720. The Town currently contributes $5,000 toward this and Dave Weinstein suggested the Town might want to consider increasing its financial support for this project to help put it on a solid foundation for the long term.

Ongoing and Future Projects—The Conservation Board is continuing work on an updated Open Space Inventory, which is the first step in producing an eventual Open Space Plan.  They are also continuing to work on a potential Riparian Buffer Ordinance. The Town Board has asked the Conservation Board to develop a standard set of criteria (protocol) by which properties being offered to the Town could be evaluated before passing the requests directly to the Town Board for potential approval.




























