DRAFT -- Minutes of the EMC Regular Meeting

 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

January 9, 2014 Regular Meeting 

Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Ithaca Public Library, Ithaca, NY
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	p
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	E
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	E
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	E
	Town of Ulysses

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Margaret Soulstein
	P
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant


Guests in attendance: No guests in attendance 

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:05 PM.  

Introduction – Jennifer introduced herself as the new administrative assistant with the Tompkins County Planning Department who will be assisting the EMC. Members went around the table with introductions and brief background information
Approval of Minutes – The December draft minutes were accepted with exception of changing Jessie to Jesse on page 3 line 13 and page 3 line 23 to add to change DEC nuisance permits to DEC deer management nuisance permits. Page 1 line 31 E. coli needs to be changed to 2 words and italicized.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Energy Committee Report – Brian reported that on Tuesday January 7th the State Energy Planning Board met and released the 2014 Draft State Energy Plan. An Energy Plan is required by statute to be prepared every four years. There will be 60 day public comment period. Initial reactions have demonstrated some concern with the increased reliance on natural gas-fired electric generation facilities. Although less CO2 is released with the burning of natural gas, recent studies on the life cycle analysis of gas including releases of methane, a potent global warming pollutant, at the well-head and during transmission together with the CO2 released during consumption may make it less distinguishable from coal in terms of potential pollution. On December 19 the PSC issued an order setting funding for the NY Sun program at $900M for the next 10 years. This will provide support for a number of incentive programs including many residential solar installations in Tompkins County that will be facilitated by Solar Tompkins in 2014. The goal is to increase our solar generating capacity to 3 Gigawatts or 10% of New York State’s total demand. This is an ambitious goal as New York only has installed 265 MW to date which is less than the 305 MW produced at the Cayuga Operating Company facility in Lansing. NYSERDA has submitted a detailed implementation plan to the Public Service Commission (PSC) for approval. On December 20, the Ratepayers and Community Interveners (EMC Energy Committee is a member) filed an Art. 78 Proceeding against the PSC in NY Supreme Court for failing to provide documents that we were entitled to receive as a party and that were necessary for us to file our response to the repowering proposal. We had been informed that the PSC would provide us a status report on our request on April 18 which most likely would be subsequent to a PSC decision in the matter. The Solar Tompkins Steering Committee is working very hard to develop our program structure for a solar stimulus program in 2014. We’re hoping to encourage at least 300 solar installations this year. We have prepared a Request for Qualifications for a Project Manager. The Steering Committee has been attempting to develop a model structure which will allow for the participation of multiple installers. To encourage smaller installers to participate we have proposed consortium arrangements. There has been discussion of a work force development aspect to support the employment of under-represented communities in our program. Steve Nicholson mentioned his experience with Solarize Tompkins SE where residents were apprehensive that their installations might be done by newly trained installers. For those interested please contact Steve or Brian for additional details. The Smart Energy Policy Initiatives group of local planners, elected municipal reps, and environmental folks has been meeting monthly. There are 4 projects that are currently the focus of the groups work. We are working with all of the municipalities in Tompkins County to encourage them to adopt a unified solar permit (Town of Enfield has adopted it). Every municipality now has their own unique building code requirements which increase the soft costs of solar installations. A grant was received from the Cleaner Greener Communities program to develop a Home Energy Rating and Disclosure ordinance. Plans are being made to conduct educational programs on the 2010 Energy Conservation Code for contractors and homeowners; a Code that is much misunderstood and not regularly applied in practice. Finally there is under development a method for rental building energy labeling. Recently a 250 kw combined heat and power system was proposed for the South Hill Business Park. It is projected to save 1.6 MW of electricity annually. Katie Borgella, Tompkins County Planner, arranged for conference call with Optony, a firm with which the County has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding to provide free consulting on a Solar Roadmap. Any municipality in NYS is eligible to sign an MOU and receive this service. Plans are under way to do a presentation for the Tompkins County Council of Governments. Of a similar nature is the partnership between the City of Ithaca and the City University of New York to develop a Solar Roadmap. Carolyn noted that she will follow-up with the City on the progress of this partnership. Environmental Review Report- John Dennis mentioned that while he represents the Village of Lansing he has been getting more involved in the Town of Lansing including the Bell Station Parcel potential in becoming a State Forest.  John mentioned that while this is an important natural area he was surprised to not see any UNA’s in that part of the Town of Lansing. He asked that that the UNA consider looking at the 492-acre Bell Station Parcel and the full EMC consider supporting this sale to DEC.. Brian mentioned his concern for what would happen to ash deposits at Milliken Station should it close. He suggested that the EMC might suggest the Town of Lansing hire a consultant to find out how much it would cost to remediate that and possibly require Cayuga Operating to post an environmental bond that would ensure that it was remediated if they repower The group then briefly discussed waterfowl hunting in the Lake and questions arose about how this issued is addressed at the Treman Marina. Scott Doyle agreed to email Fred regarding the previously mentioned issues with duck hunting. Gas Drilling Report - Martha Ferger mentioned she attended the Governor’s State of the State Address but that fracking was not on the agenda although her and others did take part in anti-fracking demonstrations.  UNA Report - Steve Nicholson mentioned the UNA committee meeting will be meeting this month and he hoped to have resolution to the final changes that were presented by next month. He also mentioned Bell Station was brought up to the last UNA meeting and will be further investigated.  John Dennis noted that February 8th will be the walkabout at the Bell Station property. . Plastic Bag Ban Report - Carolyn Peterson – mentioned that Jean McPheeters sent surveys to grocers who in turn are ready to meet regarding the plastic bag use reduction initiative. Executive Committee Report - Steve N. mentioned that the Executive Committee had a conference call and presentations for future meetings have been lined up. Brian Eden circulated “Save the Rain” pamphlets from Onondaga County which provides an overview of one of the programs they hope to feature in 2014. 
Municipal Report – Brian Eden mentioned that the Village of Cayuga Heights was conducting a public hearing on Monday 1/13 to permit the use of bows for deer hunting in the Village under limited circumstances. Homeowners must obtain a nuisance permit from the NYSDEC, permission of other residents living within 500’ of their property, and notify the Village prior to removing deer from their property. If they get the permission of homeowners within 500 feet they can hire a hunter to hunt their property. He mentioned he will not be attending the meeting, though Dooley mentioned that she will be present. She also expressed concern that residents walk around frequently and would not know who had these permits. John Dennis mentioned the Village of Lansing has no current bans on fracking which he would like to change.. Steve Nicholson mentioned that Aaron Snow had resigned from his position with the Town of Caroline Town Board. Currently they are looking for someone to fill his seat.
Staff Report – Scott Doyle reported that he would like to have a comprehensive plan discussion at the April meeting, particularly on energy, climate and natural features issues. He also mentioned that the County and the Town of Dryden has closed on 400 acres of agricultural easement in the Town of Dryden, making it a total of over 2200 acres of protected farmland under easement in the County. He has received calls from Municipalities about using the new SEQR forms. There have been improvements on the forms and he would like to line up more formalized training for completing the forms.

Nominating Committee – Margaret Soulstein made a motion that Carolyn Peterson, Spring Buck and Brian Eden be elected Vice Chairs; Tom Shelley seconded the motion. Steve Nicholson recorded 11 votes in support of this motion; there were neither abstentions nor votes of opposition. The motion passed
Member Items – In introducing a discussion on committee formation, Brian Eden suggested that people should join one of the committees (Energy, ERC, UNA or plastic bag ban). Scott Doyle made the point that as members, one of the responsibilities is to have active involvement in at least one committee. He made the suggestion that we should send a correspondence out with the committee members are currently on and in turn make adjustments and or add feedback. Brian Eden mentioned meeting to discuss the committees first. Dooley Kiefer asked that committee members should discuss the meeting time and place and shouldn’t assume the same time and place will. She also mentioned concern over the air quality issue’s not being a possible issue of interest with the EMC Martha Ferger asked that the gas drilling be put on hold until further notice. Spring Buck asked if someone would take her position of chair on plastic bag reduction initiative. Brian Eden mentioned that they have a lot of nonmembers involved with the plastic bag reduction and would mention it at the next meeting. Dooley Kiefer suggested allowing associate members hold chair; in turn Scott Doyle informed every one of the bylaws and that only voting members can hold chair (though upon further investigation determined voting members of committees could be chairs, and they do not have to be voting members of EMC). Other committee discussion included: Brian Eden mentioning that the website needs to be updated and made more user friendly. Dooley further mentioned her concern for the enormous amounts salt used on the roads and the amount of chloride in the fresh water and suggested the EMC look into this. Brian Eden mentioned that there needs to be a decision regarding the State of the Environment and whether they have enough people to facilitate. Spring Buck suggested that after the plastic bag initiative to focus on banning Styrofoam. Margaret Soulstein mentioned of the lack of storm water management and lack of rain barrels or rain gardens in the area and this being an issue she thought the EMC should address. Brian Eden concluded the meeting in mentioning that the annual report deadline is nearing and the in order to have it completed March 1st submissions should be turned in to the Planning Department by mid-February who would assist in compiling the report.
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on February 13, 2014
