Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

September 13, 2006

	Present:
	Kenny Christianson, Karen Edelstein, Dan Lamb, Stan Marcus, Michael Miles, Steve Nicholson, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Jackie Spoon, Steve Uzmann, 

	Excused:
	Glynn Bebee, Jim Dennis, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Neha Khanna, Ashley Miller, Roger Segelken, Mark Whitmore, Roger Yonkin

	Absent:
	Amy Chaffee, John Dennis, Keith Epstein, Emily Rochon, Bob Roe, Gary Stewart, Lucia Tyler

	Associates:
	Peter Harriott, Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer

	Visitors:
	Ed Marx, Katy Nicholson, Marisa (Town of Ithaca resident)

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:06 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda -- There were no changes to the agenda.  
Presentation:  Is Ethanol Really a Solution?  Katy Nicholson, Clean Energy Organizer for the Energy Justice Network, gave the presentation with her uncle, EMC Chair Steve Nicholson.  Steve said he didn’t obtain a sample of ethanol, but it is a fuel that humans can safely taste.  He began the presentation with a chart of the carbon cycle of ethanol production:  the crop is harvested, ground, separated into sugars, distilled and filtered, combined with 5% gasoline for use as fuel, and the carbon dioxide produced is reabsorbed by future crops.  The 2004 production of ethanol was 3.25 billion gallons, and 2005 sum is predicted to be 4 billion gallons.  There are 101 production plants now, and 32 under construction.  In 2007 all Indy racecars will run on ethanol.  Ethanol retail prices were $2.30 to 2.45 per gallon this summer in the Midwest and northern Midwest states.  The corn yield per acre has increased since 1975, and ethanol prices have decreased over the last ten years.  NYS Governor Pataki has joined the Governors Ethanol Coalition, and a production facility is being constructed in the Town of Shelby, Orleans County.  It is projected that one harvested NY acres of corn will yield 300 gallons of ethanol.  NYS does not produce enough corn to support three plants.

Katy provided information on the controversy over whether ethanol production is a net gain or net loss in energy.  Several studies report that more energy goes into producing ethanol than the ethanol itself yields.  A higher number of studies report a net gain in energy.  Growing corn has some negative environmental impacts, especially if crops aren’t rotated and fertilizers are used extensively.  The processing plants also have some negative environmental impacts.  US federal tax monies go to subsidize corn growth, so it is an expense for all taxpayers.  The 2004 US subsidy to corn growers totaled $4.5 billion, which translates to $0.51 per gallon of refined ethanol retail price.  The United States doesn’t have enough acreage to produce ethanol for all of our fuel needs.  Environmental impacts include herbicide use in the Mississippi River watershed, which concentrate into a “dead zone” in the Gulf of Mexico near New Orleans.  Ethanol production plants produce methane, carbon dioxide, volatile organic compounds, and known carcinogens.  Some grassroots organizations oppose use of waste coal in ethanol plants.  

Cellulosic Ethanol can be made from plant tissue – switchgrass, cornstalk waste, willow, wood, paper pulp, and trash.  Crop yield of 15 tons per acre can make 1,150 gallons of cellulosic ethanol per year, so this is more expensive per gallon right now than corn production.  

It is becoming apparent that ethanol cannot be the sole answer to our energy needs.  Energy efficiency and Smart Growth community design can produce more savings than ethanol use can cover.  On the local level, solutions include pedestrian, bike and public transportation along with increased vehicle efficiency and reduced usage.  

In discussion with EMC Members, points were made that every production plant has a system to deal with silage – sell or compost.  The studies mentioned disregard the hope that eventually fuel for production plants can come from the plants.  The process also produces methane.  A midwestern production plant that uses waste from an adjacent turkey rendering plant was cited as a cycle that uses animal and plant waste to produce  natural gas and diesel oil, plus it produces high  grade fertilizer. Current generation of ethanol production plants use marginal quality coal, and strip mine to get it.  Coal use produces two times as much carbon dioxide as other fuels, so the impact on air quality is a factor apparently not mentioned in studies.  Ideas on new energy always seem to come about from rising auto fuel prices.  It’s not clear if farmers would get more money raising corn for ethanol instead of for dairy production, but if all the corn is used for ethanol, the dairy market will be affected.  There is a special edition of Scientific American on the newsstands about global warming, and an array of changes will be needed because there is no single solution.    

Approval of Minutes --  The minutes of the July meeting were not addressed due to lack of a quorum.  

Municipal Reports – Town of Lansing:  Larry Sharpsteen reported that the Planning Board reviewed the Land Use Ordinance and Town Comprehensive Plan and has returned them to the Town Board.  The Town is contracting with Tompkins County Planning Department for planning services and will select a few specific projects for that contract.  The Town Board is considering concentrating density where infrastructure will exist if the sewer project proceeds (the recent map in the Ithaca Journal was incorrect re benefit area).  They need to get residents in the benefit areas to agree on action.  The municipality needs land use diversity to help the tax base.  Huge homes with few residents pay less in taxes than they draw out in services of roads, water, sewer and emergency response.  The figures of $1 tax per $1.25 in services are a few years old, but are from a NYS study.  Town of Newfield:  Cindy Schulte reported Water District II is starting to close up.  The Stormwater Coalition hosted a rain garden training on 8/19 (it rained) and, in addition to the residents from four towns who attended, there is some interest from the highway department in using the principles.  The Town is struggling with implementation of stormwater regulations.  Larry Sharpsteen pointed out that Newfield’s new water district is a good example of stormwater controls being used in construction.  Town of Enfield:  Mike Miles said the Town Board passed subdivision regulations.  The Planning Board is examining mobile home regulations.  A resident has been picking up trash on roads and is now wondering how to get bags to dispose of it for free.  John Rancich is looking at the feasibility of constructing a wind turbine farm on Connecticut Hill.  

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reported Sustainable Tompkins will meet 9/14 for a meeting on transportation issues.  The Fenner Wind Farm sent an invitation to a dedication for their Education Center on 10/3.  The Green Buildings Open House will be hosted 10/7 by Cooperative Extension.  The NYSAEMCs annual conference will be 10/13 – 15 in Chautauqua.  There is money in the EMC budget for travel.  This year’s theme is watershed protection, management, and restoration.  Susan Brock, former EMC Chair, forwarded information from a citizen who resides on the west shore of Cayuga Lake and is concerned about the proposed increased of the size of the coal pile at AES Cayuga in Lansing.  This person would like a buffer zone of trees required.  Larry Sharpsteen said the Town of Lansing has already issued the building permit, which is an expansion of the existing use permit.  They decided NYS review addressed all ecological issues.  Scott Doyle became a parent this week to Evening Rian Doyle.  
Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto said prior approval is needed for NYSAEMC conference attendees to be reimbursed for any travel expenses.  The Water Resources Council provided comments to the Town of Ithaca on proposed dock regulations, and copies are in the mail folder.  An intern has begun working at TC Planning on the bagless shopping campaign.  Frank Proto was here a few months ago and spoke about a joint resolution with Ag & Farmland Protection Board on ethanol development in NYS, and Frank is still working on that.  The mail folder also contains copies of ERC letters commenting on NYS solid waste proposals and the airport obstruction project.  EMC developed a Local Action Plan in 2003, and Heather has the LAP available for committees to review for ideas not acted on yet.  An ICLEI representative will be in Ithaca on 10/12, and any EMC member interested in attending a meeting with this rep should contact Heather.  The City of Ithaca just completed their own LAP.  Tompkins County Planning Department is scheduling public meetings this fall.  The first is on Scenic Resources, 9/27, to vote for favored scenic views.  Web voting will also be available.  In October and November, TCPD will sponsor Natural Features Focus Areas meetings.  New member recruitment has begun, and members should invite people they know who might be interested to apply.  Heather attended the demonstration of the baler for agriculture plastics.  It produces a bale that can fit in a pickup truck, but there is no market yet for the bales.  Kathy Wilsea reminded these members that we have not received their applications to renew EMC membership:  Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Steve Uzmann, Glynn Bebee, Michael Miles, Larry Sallinger, Larry Sharpsteen, John Dennis, and Emily Rochon.  

Legislature Liaison Report – Jim Dennis was excused this evening.

Member Items – Cindy Schulte hopes EMC will voice support for changes to the Sanitary Code re distance between septic systems and wells.  John Andersson is drafting language.  There will be some cost to the County for enforcement.  Cindy also noted open burning is easier for her and her colleagues to enforce since the Sanitary Code changed, and the education materials that were developed are useful for handouts and mailings.  Stan Marcus said the Town of Dryden board is considering zoning that will allow household wind and solar energy systems.  Dan Lamb announced Congressman Hinchey secured a grant for TCAT to purchase another hybrid bus, which puts TCAT on the cutting edge of technology with three hybrid buses.  Dooley Kiefer asked about participating in the public campaign to raise awareness of plastics in the marketplace by contacting Target.  Information was in the mail folder.  If enough people are interested, an ad hoc committee will be formed.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on October 11, 2006

