Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

May 9, 2007

	Present:
	Jon Baker, Kenny Christianson, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Martha Ferger, Neha Khanna, Stan Marcus, Ashley Miller, Steve Nicholson, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Jacie Spoon, Lucia Tyler, Marisssa Weiss, Mark Whitmore

	Excused:
	Dan Lamb, Roger Segelken

	Absent:
	Glynn Bebee, John Dennis, Michael Miles, Martha Robertson, Bob Roe, Gary Stewart, Roger Yonkin

	Associates:
	Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer, Jack Liou

	Staff:
	Joan Jurkowich, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 7:04 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda -- There were no changes to the agenda.
Approval of Minutes -- The minutes of April 11, 2007 were accepted with one spelling correction.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Gathering comments on Rancich wind farm on Connecticut Hill in order to draft a resolution or letter or support – Kenny Christianson, Chair of the Energy Committee, reported on the public meeting held by the Town of Enfield on this matter.  This is a contentious issue in Enfield.  Ten to 15 large turbines are proposed, to be built in two stages.  Mr. Rancich owns or leases enough land for ten towers in Enfield.  NYSDEC owns the site on Connecticut Hill in Newfield, which would be Phase II and is several years away.  Wind monitoring records since November 1, 2006 show there would have only been two days without energy production.  Steve Nicholson said there were no supportive speakers at the public meeting, but he doesn’t see any legal barriers to the project.  Larry Sharpsteen reminded members that EMC should concentrate on environmental issues.  We can expect opposition based on “viewshed” issues, but Larry sees that as an artificial issue.  The greater good is served by examining the benefits of clean energy.  Part of EMC examination should be how much power can be provided, and how much coal power would be replaced.  Neha Khanna felt viewshed has weight if precious to Enfield residents, although it is used too frequently in opposition to projects.  Jacie Spoon said we should insist on examination of health concerns, and she sees some relationship of health concerns to viewshed complaints.  Herb Engman said a full environmental review is expected.  He would like to see examination of bird kills.  In comments last month, Glynn Bebee felt the developer was overly optimistic that he could accomplish the wind farm in addition to the large housing proposal he has in the Town of Ithaca.  Steve Nicholson said Rancich hasn’t ordered any equipment yet, and if this proceeds it would be the first US installation of turbines this large (although they are manufactured in the US).  Cornell University and Tompkins County have indicated they would buy wind power, and the County may invest.  Based on comments, Kenny will draft a resolution for the June EMC meeting.  

Tompkins County Forest Management Plan – Crystal Buck said EMC received excerpts of the Plan, which also contains many technical charts and totals 350 pages.  The Plan has three purposes: provide sustainable management of Tompkins County forests, obtain sustainable certification for the lands, and provide a model for landowners.  It was prepared by Bevan Forests, and the consultant specializes in FSC certification.  Comments and questions are welcome through 5/18.  Goals are to enhance recreation, provide a 30-year plan for the 568 acres addressed, outline annual steps, and aim for updates every 5 years.  Four stands have individual plans for management of hardwoods.  Revisions are being incorporated regarding invasive plants and the threat of wood wasps.  Comments included whether or not cutting would occur if the market value fell below the cutting fees, that town boards should be consulted about the work, that the County should make sure the municipal roads can support trucks and equipment, is ATV use widespread and is it compacting soil, we need to be on the lookout for diseases and maintain diligence in prevention, recommend leaving the biggest and healthiest trees to provide future generations, discourage clearcutting that can leave ruts and change water courses, and discourage even-aged management.  The consultant will make a presentation to PDEQ on 5/14.  Public meetings will be held 6/5 in Newfield and 6/6 in Speedsville.  
Discussion re committee meeting times – Neha Khanna said there doesn’t seem to be a procedure for setting committee meetings if the established time doesn’t work for all interested members.  Mark Whitmore said he has spent countless hours arranging ERC meetings, and finds it very frustrating to still have low attendance.  Herb Engman suggested reserving a portion of the next EMC meeting for scheduling committees.  Kathy Wilsea will bring a conference room schedule and members will bring their calendars next month.   

[8:15 -- End of EMC business recorded by Secretary.]

Signs of Sustainability – Steve Nicholson gave a PowerPoint presentation on Sustainable Tompkins awards.

Municipal Reports – Martha Ferger reported on the Village of Dryden and Jacie Spoon reported on the Village of Groton.

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reported.
Coordinator’s Report – Joan Jurkowich reported.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on June 13, 2007

