Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

April 12, 2006

	Present:
	John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Michael Miles, Steve Nicholson, Emily Rochon, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Roger Segelken, Larry Sharpsteen, Jackie Spoon, Gary Stewart

	Excused:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Jim Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Ashley Miller, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore, Roger Yonkin

	Absent:
	Amy Chaffee, Bob Roe

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer

	Visitors:
	Paul Curtis, Stan Markus, Lucia Tyler

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  There were no changes to the agenda.  
Presentation:  Tompkins County Deer & Wildlife Damage Management – Paul Curtis, Cooperative Extension Wildlife Specialist, spoke of his 15 years of experience in deer management.  White tail deer are long-lived and productive, and population can double in two or three years.  Mortality factors are hunting, roadkills (highest factor in non-hunting areas), coyotes, bears, and farm equipment.  Some deer survive low speed auto accidents.  Average vehicle repair is $2,200.  Chronic Wasting Disease has no significant impact on herd size, and is not expected to in the future, either.  In other states with high infection rates, like Colorado, CWD may reduce the herd by 8 or 9%.  Deer can damage the ecology by wiping out wildflowers and the shrubby layer in woodlands that birds, and maybe reptiles and amphibians, need to survive.  Hunting has a positive economic impact in rural communities, but deer damage agriculture and $50 million in crops was lost last year (grain, nursery plants, trees, alfalfa, other hay vegetations, grapes and berries).  

DEC operates under the directive of US Fish & Wildlife Conservation laws to maintain deer population with consideration of ecological concerns, land use, recreation values and public safety.  Deer harvest by hunters is highest in the southern and western areas of NYS because these are areas with agriculture and shrubby layer in the woods that provide food.  DEC operates in Wildlife Management Units, and sets buck take objectives based on ecological parameters.  Citizen task forces have helped set these objectives since 1990.  DEC estimates population numbers by staff checks, complaint levels, and road kills.  Trophy hunters want bucks, but herd population is controlled by 1) taking does, 2) taking enough does, and 3) keep taking enough does.  DEC sets quotas for each area for Deer Management Permits for antlerless deer.  Arnot Forest uses the Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP), which landowners can use only for a specific property.  Arnot gets 75 DMAPS, but statewide most are issued to farmers.  The property owner then opens their land to hunters, specifying that each hunter must get one (Arnot specifies two) does before they can hunt a buck.  A third type of permit, Nuisance Deer Permits, can be issued when significant damage is done to crops or property, and DEC will consider them any time of the year, but grants them almost exclusively for antlerless deer.  In 2004, DEC Region 7 issued 96,527 doe permits, and 12,161 does were taken.  Paul stressed that buck hunters are not deer managers – they are recreation/trophy hunters.  

Paul moved on to discuss his experience with the Cayuga Heights Fertility Project.  Fertility projects are best suited to suburban areas that will not be hunted.  Cayuga Heights did a deer population assessment in 1997 and moved on to a capture – mark (radio collars, labeled collars, and ear tags) – sterilize by surgery process.  Ideally each doe would be returned to the field in three or four hours.  They found limitations:  deer are difficult to catch with “clover” traps; the surgical staff was usually busy teaching during the day, so surgery was often delayed; control will take several years of continuous effort (a DEC grant paid for a graduate study to study necessary sterilization rate to reach the village’s goal); and good growing conditions mean tremendous, extended effort is necessary for sterilization to be effective.  Radio collars show some herd migration.  Because of the prohibitive cost of surgery, they tried a single-shot contraceptive called Spay-Vac, which is a broad range, permanent contraceptive.  Cost of delivery is not stable, and once 70 to 80% of a herd is treated, lots of time is required to search for untreated does.  Cayuga Heights captured 45 does from 10/02 to 4/05, performed 22 surgeries (with one mortality from myopathy) and 23 Spay-Vacs (with one mortality from an ingested stick).  They calculated that they actually spent $1,135 per deer.  Any program needs to be long term, with an annual budget, to be effective.  The Cayuga Heights herd is growing again because time and cost mean the program can’t be maintained.  There have been some Spay-Vac failures noted during the last 18 months.  Ultimately, the community has to decide on the future of the program.

In response to questions, Paul said Cayuga Heights did operate on funds from a donor the first few years.  There is mixed opinion in the community about the stipulation of no sharpshooters – guns or archery.  Some in-migration patterns are known for rural areas, which show slow filling of gaps, but patterns are not known for suburban areas.  Bear numbers in northern Pennsylvania and southern New York are increasing, and bears have a keen sense of smell and are adept at killing fawns.  Nationwide 4% of auto accidents with deer result in human injury, and there are 150 to 200 human deaths per year

New Members -- Steve Nicholson welcomed Lucia Tyler (Town of Ulysses) and Stan Markus (Town of Dryden), who have applied for EMC membership.  

Approval of Minutes --  The draft minutes were accepted with minor changes.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Municipal Reports – Town of Lansing: Larry Sharpsteen said the Planning Board has reviewed the waterfront revitalization plan, and referred it to the Town staff planners and attorney.  The Town’s comprehensive plan is close to completion, then the PB will move on to subdivision regulations, followed by land use ordinance.  The intermunicipal sewer plans are on the verge of losing funding.  Septic systems are having a negative impact on the lake.  The Town of Lansing will never have their own plant – DEC has been very clear they are only accepting regional solutions.  Town of Newfield:  Cindy Schulte reported the Town has been informed they can’t spot-zone.  In 2008 they will have to comply with MS4 stormwater controls, although only 0.5% of Town land flows to Cayuga Inlet.  Compliance will be very expensive, and the federal and State governments are not giving infrastructure funds right now – they are having grant rounds for “program” funds.  Old waterlines in Newfield are asbestos, and new ones will be PVC.  Water District 1 is replacing telemetry equipment at the wellhouse, and construction of WD2 is ahead of schedule and on budget.  The Town recently held a strategic planning session, which had some citizen attendance.  The goals developed do not include land use regulations. Village of Cayuga Heights:  Roger Segelken reported that his most important issue was in the EMC News – that of soliciting comments for the SEQR process for phosphorus filters of the wastewater treatment plant.  Town of Enfield:  Mike Miles said the Town is working on subdivision regulations.  The County’s septic replacement space allowance affects the minimum lot size.  He and his family are finding lots of trash by their road, including many deposit bottles.  He doesn’t see recycling being well used in his vicinity.  Following the road salt report at EMC a few months ago, he started watching cinder use, and has found some that are 2 or 3” across.  Jackie Spoon said since Cornell is changing from coal to natural gas for their electricity generation, towns may have difficulty in the future obtaining cinders for road care.  John Dennis mentioned the deposit containers may have been dumped by drivers who do not want to get picked up under the open container regulations for alcoholic beverages.  Larry Sharpsteen suggested all EMC members watch their neighborhoods for dumping during the changes in solid waste fees.     

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reported the ban on open burning is now in effect.  John Andersson sent a letter to local papers, which was published by the Ithaca Times but not the Ithaca Journal.  The EMC Air Quality Committee is also writing some public education material.  Town of Ithaca residents have been denied permits for pole-mounted solar panels, and will be appearing before the ZBA on 4/17.  The Town wants to encourage solar power, but pole-mounted panels are not in the regulations right now.  There were conflicting reports on the impact of sustainable energy sources on assessment.  Steve said the Farmers Market is holding a board meeting tonight, and they are examining a photovoltaic system for $50,000.  They would compost containers (made from sugar cane stalks) on site, and no longer allow Styrofoam food containers.  Acquiring the system with a low interest loan would be cheaper than current electricity bills.  Lucia Tyler said the Town of Ulysses is developing a water district, and more people want to join.  She would welcome comments from other municipalities that have experienced this.    

Legislature Liaison Report – Jim Dennis was excused tonight.  Dooley Kiefer reported that the Public Safety Communication System is moving forward.  The Legislative committee that examined changes to Solid Waste fees is concerned about the effect of fees on households.  One reason for the changes at Solid Waste was information from Weights & Measures that the scale is not legal for weighing loads under 1,000 pounds.  The committee is also concerned that people will increase dumping.  She has no data on assessment changes due to installation of alternative energy sources.  

Member Items – Scott Doyle announced an Adopt-a-Highway cleanup on 4/29 at noon (meet at Rt. 13 and Warren Road).  Herb Engman provided a handout on the Natural Features Focus Areas, and members will receive postcards soon with dates for the public meetings.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:13 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on May 10, 2006

