Minutes of the EMC Public Meeting on Hydrilla
 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

April 11, 2013 
Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Tompkins County Public Library, 101 E. Green St., Ithaca, NY
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	A
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Kate Engler
	E
	At-Large

	Darrick Evensen
	A
	Town of Lansing

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	A
	Town of Groton

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	
	
	


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Gary Stewart
	A
	At-Large

	Lucia Tyler
	A
	Town of Ulysses

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	
	
	

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Kathy Wilsea
	P
	EMC Secretary


Guests in attendance: James Balyszak, Dave Boulden, Bill Fearn, Pat Gilbert, David & Joyce Heck, Angel Hinickle, Bob Johnson, Roxy Johnston, Brenda Kuhn, George May, Elaine Quaroni, Craig Schutt, Andy Yale (+ others not signed in, total 32) 

The meeting began at 4:10 with welcome from Carolyn Peterson, EMC Vice Chair.  She announced the next EMC function will be at the Earth Day celebration on 4/21 at the Farmers Market in the afternoon and at Cinemapolis in the evening. 

Presentation by the Hydrilla Task Force:

Extensive material is available on the website at StopHydrilla.org.  Background was provided by James Balyszak, Hydrilla Project Manager.  The Management Plan was outlined by Roxy Johnston, City of Ithaca Watershed Coordinator.  Plant study data was provided by Bob Johnson, of Racine-Johnson Aquatic Ecologists.  The Hydrilla Task Force 2011-2012 objectives are: stop reproduction and contain infestation to Cayuga Inlet.  Bob Johnson’s prior years of studying the south end of Cayuga Lake have become baseline data.  2011 herbicide application (endothall) did not kill tubers, but otherwise had good results.  In 2012 endothall and fluridone were used, and the Hydrilla Task Force added outreach, stewards, nearly quadrupling the number of monitoring points, and use of a newly-enacted County law as a prevention tool.  Hydrilla identification workshops continued in 2012 and will be held in 2013.  2013 will have endothall and fluridone treatment, and also brings a new Facebook account, Management Plan, hiring of the Hydrilla Project Manager, targeting anglers for education, public presentations, and requests for feedback on the Management Plan.  Dredging of the Inlet has been discussed for years, and is viewed as potentially being helpful.  O’Brien & Gere is currently organizing dredging options for DEC.  There are ten questions for evaluating efficacy in the Management Plan, and Roxy urged meeting attendees to review them and let members of the Hydrilla Task Force know if they think there are any gaps in the planned steps for control and eradication.  Comments on the Management Plan should be made via the stophydrilla.org website (link is in the Plan).  Comments will be reviewed by the Task Force and responses will be given to DEC because that creates a permanent record.  
Question & Answer Period:
Q: What about the infestation near Buffalo, and how is treatment funded?  

James responded to a question stating hydrilla has been identified in the Buffalo area, but reaction is in its infancy.  A task force is being organized there.  They plan herbicide treatments.  That infestation is 15 miles, which is much more area than we have in the Inlet.  Our experience will be used to help others.  Their funding is separate, but both have state and federal components.  Here we are funded for a couple years and expect to continue treatment and monitoring to at least 2020.

Q:  What percentage of the 2013 budget is for plant research, like Bob Johnson’s greenhouse work?

James responded there is no funding for research and very few funds for education/outreach.  Bob Johnson concurred there is very little dedicated funding for research.  Army Corps of Engineers has some funds for research on invasive species.

Q:  Can Lenny Bruce and Dave Bouldin coordinate research at Cornell?

Bob reported Dave Bouldin has stepped up and is volunteering his time, but CU would need some dedicated money in order to institute a research project.  The fluridone manufacturer continues to do research.

Q:  How can we ensure meaningful environmental review of these activities?  It’s time to move this process to the institutionalized review process – SEQR, publication, public comment.  This is not any implied criticism of the Task Force work, which was praised.  But it is necessary to put it on track for review.  
Roxy replied that, generally, this Plan was written to meet the reporting requirement.  Annual updates will be done.  She suggested making this comment on the Plan website so it will go to DEC.  Maybe there is a mechanism to bring DEC to town and also bring this to NYS legislators’ attention.  
Q:  Is any state legislation being considered?

James said maybe DEC is creating an official list of invasive species, to include both terrestrial and aquatic.  DEC will then draft regulations to address those species.  Some other counties in our region are considering legislation like that passed in Tompkins County last year.  DEC has created an education flyer that goes to all registrants of boats and boat trailers.  He agreed there is a huge hole in state legislation, especially since the Tonawanda infestation has been identified.  He will be meeting with Congressman Tom Reed next week.  EMC member Brian Eden pointed out the state has a very elaborate 4-step process to respond to terrestrial invasive species.  PRISMs (partnership for regional invasive species management groups) cannot respond to emergencies.

Q:  What quantities of chemicals were used, and what are the EPA thresholds?  Some agriculture chemicals that were previously considered safe have been reclassified as highly carcinogenic.  

James responded that fluridone is a systemic herbicide and endothall is a contact herbicide.  Levels are continuously checked and test results have never been near the thresholds.  SWCD can provide specifics, which are limited by the permit.  The website has extensive literature on both chemicals and the Health Department is available to answer any questions.

Q:  Please confirm location – only in Cayuga Inlet and one spot by the Lighthouse?

This is correct.  Roxy pointed out it goes back as far as the fish ladder.  On a map, the lighthouse appears to be part of the lake, but when watching the water flow, it seems to be part of the Inlet.  So they are calling it the transition zone.
Q: Flow impacts distribution of herbicides?

Bob Johnson said it does.  The Task Force has great concern about flow going toward the lake, but rake toss samples have not found any hydrilla in the lake.  Roxy pointed out a healthy plant community is likely to block hydrilla from reaching sediment and being established.  

Q:  How active is DEC in checking other areas?  If they are not searching for it, hydrilla could become well established.  What kind of funds does DEC have to address this?

James responded local infestation was found by the Floating Classroom.  There are no DEC checks.  We need to raise public awareness and train recreational boaters, swimmers and anglers how to identify and report hydrilla.  While more infestation sites might exceed DEC’s funding to address them, it might also bring a push for state legislation.
Q:  What conditions would lead to end of treatment?

James said we need to watch for three years beyond identification of tubers.  Here, we hope that will be 2020.  

Q:  The recent Chambergram in the Ithaca Journal indicated dredging spoils will go to Seneca Meadows for disposal.  What is the source of that information?

Carolyn Peterson responded that she has been trying to find out that source information.  Roxy said the need for hydrilla control is bringing about support for dredging, and DEC needs to examine cost options in detail.

Carolyn Peterson thanked guests for attending, and the meeting ended at 5:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Kathy Wilsea, Secretary, Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on May 9, 2013
