Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

April 11, 2007

	Present:
	Jon Baker, Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Martha Ferger, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Stan Marcus, Michael Miles, Ashley Miller, Martha Robertson, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Roger Segelken, Larry Sharpsteen, Gary Stewart, Lucia Tyler, Marisssa Weiss, Mark Whitmore

	Excused:
	Steve Nicholson, Roger Yonkin

	Absent:
	John Dennis, Bob Roe, Jacie Spoon,

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer, Jack Liou

	Visitors:
	Andy Zepp

	Staff:
	Joan Jurkowich


Call to Order. Glynn Beebe called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. Glynn welcomed Jack Liou, a new associate member.

I.
Privilege of the Floor -- There were no guests who wished to speak.
II.
Changes and Additions to the Agenda -- There were no changes to the agenda.

III.
Approval of Minutes

MOTION by Herb Engman, seconded by Cindy Schulte, to approve the minutes of March 14, 2007 as submitted. By a show of hands, the motion passed with two abstentions – Neha Khanna and Larry Sharpsteen who were not present at the March 14 meeting.

IV.
Municipal Reports

A. Town of Lansing

Larry Sharpsteen reported that the Town Planning Board was completing a re-organization of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance; there was a joint meeting of the Town Board and Planning Board to hear a presentation on Illicit Discharges; and the Planning Board is reviewing two subdivision proposals. There was also a brief discussion on the status of the sewer project.

B. Town of Newfield

Cindy Schulte reported that there will be a meeting on May 24 to discuss the use of vernal pools and wetlands to control stormwater; the Town Board was working on an application packet for Planning Board appointments; and the Town’s wells have a very abundant supply.

C. Village of Cayuga Heights

Roger Segelken reported the Village was reviewing two development projects: a nine-lot single family home subdivision on East Upland Road and the Cornell Child Care Facility near A Lot in the North Campus Area. In response to a question, it was unknown whether these projects included green buildings.

D. Town of Enfield

Mike Miles reported that John Rancich had met with the Planning Board concerning his proposal to develop a wind farm in the western portion, that his MET towers found good wind velocities, and that he appeared to be looking for financing. The ensuing discussion noted that five of his proposed towers were located in the Town of Newfield on DEC lands and that the DEC was guarded when approached about the proposal. The EMC may be asked to support the proposal at its May meeting.

V.
Chair and Coordinator’s Report
Glynn Beebe reported that, as a member of the Water Resources Council and the committee working on the lake monitoring plan, he was happy with the work that was being done. He announced there will be three upcoming meetings on April 19 (primarily for the scientific community), April 30, and May 9. 

Joan Jurkowich noted she would be taking and preparing the minutes for this meeting.

VI. County Legislature Liaison Report

Martha Robertson reported that the Legislature had received the annual report from the County’s in-house Sustainability Team; and PDEQ has been having presentations on sustainability issues, including, this month, presentations from TCLocal, Cooperative Extension, and Cornell University Natural Resources.

VII. Member Items

· Scott Doyle announced the Adopt-a-Highway Clean Up would be held on April 21, meet at 10 AM on the southeast corner of Warren Road and Route 13.

· Cindy Schulte announced the Health Department would be having a series of public meetings on the Sanitary Code revisions, including one on April 24 in the Town of Newfield.

· Neha Khana asked that the next agenda include a discussion of setting times for committee meetings; she also thanked Glynn for chairing this meeting.

· Larry Sharpsteen noted the proposed sewer system in the Town of Lansing would help to concentrate development in the areas with sewer, taking the pressure off other areas.

· Lucia Tyler noted that Step It Up would hold a rally on the Commons on April 14 from 11-12:15 in support of federal legislation to reduce greenhouse gases. Dan Lamb will be one of the speakers.

· Stan Marcus wondered if any governments had taken a position on natural gas drilling.

VIII. The Emerald Necklace

Andy Zepp, Executive Director of the Finger Lakes Land Trust, gave a presentation on the Finger Lakes Land Trust’s Emerald Necklace. Handouts included a brochure on the Finger Lakes Land Trust, information on State and Federal tax incentives for conservation easements, and the Autumn 2006 newsletter of the Land Trust that includes a map of the Emerald Necklace. The Emerald Necklace concept has been incorporated in the NYS Open Space Plan (making it eligible for state funding), has been used by the Land Trust to develop partnerships with municipalities, and has already received a Quality Communities grant. Recent activities related to the Emerald Necklace include acquisition of the Babcock Tract, additions to the Lindsay Parsons Biodiversity Preserve, acquisition of 215 acres on Seneca Lake, and, in cooperation with the Upper Susquehanna Coalition, acquisition of 36 acres of wetlands adjacent to the Goetchius wetland in Caroline. There will be a public “Hike the Emerald Necklace” event held September 10 – 15. Priorities for additions to the Necklace include preserving the Finger Lakes Trail corridor and acquiring in-holdings and properties surrounded on three sides by State land holdings. Questions concerning overuse of the trails, funding, and conservation easements were discussed.

IX. Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Joan Jurkowich, Coordinator

Approved by Council on May 9, 2007

