	[image: image1.wmf]
	EMC News


April 4, 2007
www.tompkins-co.org/emc
Volume 14, No. 3

Website Committee

Submitted by Keith Epstein
The website committee met on March 28th.  We looked at the Unique Natural Areas database to see what information is there, how it is organized, and to determine the best way to integrate it into our website.  The information is quite extensive, and it is very well organized.  We will probably be able to use the database to automatically generate most of the web version of the UNA document, which will save us a lot of time over having to write everything manually.  We are planning to have clickable maps of the county and each town within the county, a web page for each UNA, and a downloadable pdf of each UNA suitable for printing.  Users will be able to use the search function of the website to look for keywords within the UNA documents.

Energy Committee

Submitted by Kenny Christianson
The Energy Committee met on April 2.  We discussed the Enfield Energy project with John Rancich, the owner of Enfield Energy.  He is interested in installing 10 - 15 1.5 MW turbines in and around Buck Hill and Connecticut Hill.  He already owns some of the land, and is negotiating leases for other parts of the land.  There is currently a meteorological tower measuring wind speed.  Wind maps from True Wind and Cornell show that this is the most promising site in the county for wind speed.  The Committee explored avenues for county cooperation, ways that we can assist the Enfield Energy project, and potential roles the county could play as an investor, purchaser of electricity, or purchaser of green tags.  We will introduce a resolution in support of Enfield Energy at the EMC's May meeting. We also discussed monitoring of the Local Action Plan.  The county's goal was to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by 20% by 2008, which is only one year away.  We need to measure our progress.  To that end, a Binghamton University student, Josh Rasin, has been doing an honors project to develop a model of the library's solar panel output.  We can use this model to fill in the gaps in the data.  We also 

need to determine the effects of the Johnson Controls energy reduction programs.  All of these have contributed to our reductions of greenhouse gas emissions. Members of the committee continue to be active with TREEA, Sustainable Tompkins, and Energy Independent Caroline. The county is continuing to develop its Sustainabilty Team, to research areas where county employees can contribute to energy reductions. The next meeting of the Energy Committee will be on Monday, May 14 at 5:00 in the Old Jail small conference room.
Unique Natural Areas Committee

Submitted by Mark Whitmore
The unique natural areas committee has been busy working on plans to update the inventory. Our goal is to include more data on wildlife as well as develop a protocol for the modification of existing areas and inclusion of new natural areas. We spent the last couple of months working on a State Wildlife Grant proposal through the DEC to incorporate data on Species of Greatest Conservation Need into the inventory.  This was a large effort that required the work of committee members, numerous local scientists, and the Tompkins County Planning Department staff.  We would especially like to thank Crystal Buck and Joan Jurkowich for their help coordinating and writing this proposal as well as keeping us to the deadline. 

Upcoming EMC meetings!

May 9th at 7:00pm

June 13th and July 11th
At the Transit Center

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com

more News! (
Environmental Review Committee

Submitted by Mark Whitmore
The Environmental Review Committee recently met to consider a report by the Tompkins County Health Department concerning a Subdivision and Condominium project on North Triphammer Road and the recent submission of three Full Environmental Assessment Forms to Study and Designate an area where dogs are allowed off leash by the city of Ithaca . The TC Health Department study focused on soil tests and the suitability of sewage systems. Review of the FEAF for the dog parks was difficult since the precise areas under consideration were poorly defined in the documentation. The committee also discussed reaching out to the town representatives on the EMC to encourage them to bring forward any environmental issues or projects that the ERC could take a look at.

No Committee Report Submitted

Air Quality

Education/Communication

Beyond An Inconvenient Truth

Submitted by Tania Schusler 
Thursday, Apr. 26, 6-7:30 pm

Borg-Warner Room

Tompkins County Public Library
Global warming and climate change are increasingly weighing on many people's minds. Scientists state that if we continue with "business as usual" we will realize dramatic consequences to economies, environments, and human life. Now is the time for quick and innovative action. Trained by Al Gore through The Climate Project, Ian Shapiro will explain how global concerns relate to local actions and stimulate discussion of what individuals and communities can do to address global warming. Organized by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County.

Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup 4/21

Submitted by Scott Doyle
Annual Adopt-A-Highway Spring Cleanup to be held Saturday April 21st - 10AM-Noon.  Meet at the corner of Rt. 13 and Warren Road.  Come stretched out and ready for some laughs with the EMC crew.  Thanks - look forward to seeing you soon!




Ithaca Farmers Market

Submitted by Steve Nicholson 

The Ithaca Farmers Market is now a zero waste facility. Only one other farmers market has attempted this, in Boulder, CO. Starting on Opening day, April 7, all food utensils, plates and containers used will be compostable. There will be no trash cans, only compost and recycle bins. The composting will be done off-site by Mark Wittig, of Cayuga Compost.

Town of Caroline Report

Submitted by Steve Nicholson
The Town's website has been rejuvenated and now has current information and the latest Board minutes. Several companies have been aggressively seeking natural gas leases from Caroline landowners who are above the Trenton Black River formation. The price per acre is now above $200, for a 5 year lease. Two dinner meetings were held, as well as a community outreach event at the Brooktondale Community Center. One company has donated $10K to the local fire departments. I was part of a group that formed to pool land holdings. After lots of research, and a meeting with Attorney Chris Denton, we learned that there is limited value to aggregating land, and leases are only to the advantage of the gas companies. NYS provides several options for landowners to profit from producing wells that are better than leases. Seismic testing is being done in Speedsville, and drilling may occur as soon as next year. Energy Independent Caroline and Sustainable Tompkins will be co-sponsoring a series of "study and action circles" in April and May, where residents can learn from local presenters and from each other how to become more energy efficient and self-sufficient - and cut expenses. The EIC Caroline Community Windpower business plan has been submitted by a group of Cornell Students to the William James Foundation business plan competition. Winners will be announced next week.



























