Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

March 14, 2007

	Present:
	Jon Baker, Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Martha Ferger, Dan Lamb, Stan Marcus, Michael Miles, Ashley Miller, Steve Nicholson, Martha Robertson, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Roger Segelken, Jacie Spoon, Gary Stewart, Lucia Tyler, Marissa Weiss, Mark Whitmore, Roger Yonkin

	Excused:
	Larry Sharpsteen

	Absent:
	Neha Khanna, Bob Roe

	Associates:
	Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer

	Visitors:
	Kate Hackett

	Staff:
	Joan Jurkowich, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 7:04 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  Due to equipment problems, the NRI Interactive Mapping will not be presented tonight.  Agenda items will be taken out of order.    
Resolution:  In Support of an Application to the State Wildlife Grant Program – Joan Jurkowich and Mark Whitmore provided some background.  This is a competitive grant opportunity that would help identify species of greatest conservation need and their habitats, as fits into our update of the Unique Natural Areas Directory.  Moved by Herb Engman, seconded by Keith Epstein and passed by unanimous voice vote.

Update on Development of a Monitoring Plan for Cayuga Lake – Kate Hackett was present and reported that the Water Resources Council committee working on this has drafted a rough plan, currently directed toward the southern end of Cayuga Lake.  Potentially this will move to the entire Cayuga Lake watershed, but that is too large to address right now.  Current plan includes nine sites; numbers 1, 2, 5 and 8 are the same as Lake Source Cooling.  They propose moving the transect north to the shelf of the lake.  There will be four more public outreach events, and the WRC committee will meet with Cornell staff on 3/23.  Funding will come from Cornell and the City of Ithaca, with some short term funding from the Finger Lakes-Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance (FLLOWPA).  After the plan is polished, the partners will shop for more funding.  The Remote Underwater Sensing Station (RUSS) gathers data 24/7, but only from April through October.  Kate expects future focus on mitigation after problems are identified.  Kate welcomed comments until 3/22 and will keep EMC informed about public meetings. 
Approval of Minutes -- The minutes of January 10, 2007 were accepted without change.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Municipal Reports – Town of Caroline:  Steve Nicholson reported the Town passed a Comprehensive Plan at the end of 2006.  It encourages open space preservation, energy conservation, and renewable energy.  A stormwater management law was drafted and there was a hearing on it last week.  They are developing a noise ordinance based on the existing laws for the City and Town of Ithaca.  Energy Independent Caroline is dedicated to efficiency and obtaining wind towers for the municipality.  They have been invited to the second round in a grant application that would fund a business plan. Cooperative Extension’s heating solutions survey was very successful in Caroline.  In Caroline, the survey included four questions about community wind power, with about 90% of respondents being supportive of wind power.  They arranged a showing of An Inconvenient Truth at the Community Center.  The manager of Home Depot has pledged to donate compact fluorescent bulbs for outreach.  EIC toured the Rancich Enfield datagathering site, and are asking the County about use of the Taft Road public safety communications tower for wind monitoring equipment.  MEGA is willing to donate money or help fund purchases.  The community would like a demonstration project, which they are setting up at Caroline School.  The school would get a 70% rebate from the state on a $10,000 installation.  EIC also has established a website and will participate in Earth Day.  City of Ithaca:  Glynn Bebee reported there is not much CAC action.  Dredging is a hot topic, and background is available on the City website.  Herb Engman reported the SEQR forms were released for a permanent dog park, with Southwest Park and the Festival Lands as possible sites.  Town of Dryden:  Stan Marcus reported the Conservation Board has been drafting a stormwater ordinance.  They also hope to address riparian buffers, update the open space inventory, and develop management plans for lands that have been donated to the Town.  The site of the new Town Hall has about 50 acres and will include public trails.  Town of Ithaca:  Larry Sallinger said the CB environmental review committee has been busy.  He focused his report on the Scenic Resources Inventory, which has been developed over several years for identification and evaluation of roads, parks and other public places.  They are ready to finalize it and develop a preservation plan.  They are soliciting input from Town residents, will have an insert in the Town newsletter next month, and will put up a display at Town Hall.  It differs from the County’s inventory in methodology, and did not address land that is already protected.  Town of Ulysses:  Lucia Tyler reported their stormwater ordinance passed at their meeting last night.  Their Comp Plan is being updated from the last one in 1999.  They are working with Cornell to develop a mail survey as part of the comp plan process.    

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson announced the Farmers Market will open 4/7 as a zero waste facility, with all containers being recyclable or compostable (except lids for coffee cups).  NYS Association of EMCs has set their fall Conference on the Environment for the 3rd weekend of October in Schenectady, with theme of global warming.  On Monday, Steve attended the County Legislature’s PDEQ Committee meeting with Gay Nicholson of Cooperative Extension and Sustainable Tompkins, where they spoke about options for action on environmental quality and sustainability.  
Legislature Liaison Report – Martha Robertson reported the County has established a Sustainability Team that will examine recycling, building practices, purchasing policies, etc.  The Council of Governments was recently formalized.  It is a robust group of municipal officials looking for ways to collaborate and share resources.  They welcome ideas for speakers.

Coordinator’s Report – Joan Jurkowich reported the County recently approved the first expenditure from the Capital Reserve Fund for Natural, Scenic and Recreation Resources.  They spent $20,000 as a contribution toward the FLLT’s purchase of the Babcock Tract in the towns of Ithaca and Newfield.  

Member Items – Cindy Schulte pointed out the gap in legislation for outdoor furnaces, which should have a minimum height established for smokestacks.  Following up on complaints, unless Health Dept. staff can identify garbage burning, they can’t do anything.  She recommended the issue for examination by the Air Quality Committee.  Newfield recently voted to create a planning board.  Kenny Christianson reported that Woodstock NY voted to become a zero emissions city.  Herb Engman had a copy of Tompkins Weekly that included an article, County Reviews Ban on Burning, with an interview of John Andersson of the Health Dept.  Scott Doyle said the melting show is leaving a lot of trash showing.  The first Adopt-A-Highway pickup will be April 21st, 10 Am to noon.  Steve Nicholson said Caroline residents are going through another cycle of being approached by gas companies for leasing agreements.  Jacie Spoon said the Village of Groton has been approached for property near the water well.  

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at 8:44 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary, Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on April 11, 2007

