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Air Committee Studies Diesel Idling

Submitted by Roger Segelken
The Air Quality Committee is studying local compliance with New York State regulations that limit--to five consecutive minutes--the idling of diesel engines in most non-emergency applications.  In fact, the state law also covers gasoline engines. But diesel emissions are of special concern because fine-particle matter (in diesel soot) can aggravate asthma and other respiratory conditions.  For starters, the committee is interested in the level of compliance with state law by the following kinds of equipment: school buses, public-transit and long-distance buses, tractor-trailer rigs at loading docks and diesel trucks at repair facilities, and local-delivery trucks. 

A secondary question will be local enforcement of the state law-- including a survey of the agencies responsible for, capable of, or inclined to enforce a state law on a local basis.  In Boston, for example, the federal EPA is fining a commuter-bus company for violating the Massachusetts state law on idling--based on a complaint by the EPA's regional office and the U.S. Department of Justice.  Some municipalities, such as New York City, have local diesel-idling laws as well.  Some diesel-idling laws place responsibility on several different parties, including the operator of the vehicle, the vehicle's owner, and the management of the venue where unlawful idling takes place.

One outcome of the Air Quality Committee's work on this issue might be an education campaign to raise public awareness of the law(s) and the health consequences of breathing (and ingesting) fine-particle matter.  For example, store managers could be encouraged to post signs at their loading docks, to advise drivers of the law.  Supervisors of school-bus fleets and bus lines could be encouraged to inform drivers of the law- and to make compliance with the law a condition of employment.

This probably is not the place for a heavy-handed approach (we all know that the products we buy come by diesel truck, and our children ride on diesel buses, as do we) but there is important work to do on this issue.  For once, do hold your breath.

Website Committee Report

Submitted by Keith Epstein
The website committee met side-by-side with the UNA committee on Wednesday January 24th.  We shared ideas for new and improved access to the UNA data, and we plan to work together during 2007 to get the UNA data online.

The website committee wishes to remind all EMC members and committee chairs to send content for the website.  The current issues section of the site needs to be updated with the EMC's current projects.  If there are hardcopy documents that you want to be available on the website, please give them to Jacie Spoon at the next meeting and she will scan them into electronic format.
Education/Communication Committee

Submitted by Scott Doyle
This committee held its first meeting on February 5th.  Scott Doyle will serve as chair.
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Black Diamond Trail Citizen Work Day

Submitted by Herb Engman
Get your tools sharpened!  A second BDT Enthusiasts Network Citizens Work Day is planned for Saturday, March 31. Paul Thorington, Taughannock Park Manager, will supervise us as he did in October.   Specific details will be announced as they develop.

News Flashback

Submitted by Cindy Schulte
Back in September, 2002, the EMC News reported that a productive well with sufficient flow was drilled in preparation for Newfield’s Water District 2. The flow from this well was so abundant that it could also offer emergency backup supply for the existing Water District 1. Five years later, Water District 2 is

more News! (
up and running; the best news for taxpayers was that the project cost was very close to the projected costs with a few slight cost overruns that were adequately budgeted for. Not only was the project successful in keeping with the original planned budget, it was also completed on time. Some of these successes have been credited to a well-managed, well-planned project by the Town, in partnership with the contractor, DeVincentis, who was very active and aggressive in maintaining the project time frames and costs. It is expected that the targeted residents will hook-up to the water system before the end of 2007. After 30 years of contention over unsafe and inconsistent water supply issues, the residents of the Shelter Valley have a clean, safe, consistent drinking water supply and distribution system that has been built on time and within scope of the original projected costs. While the project took years to come to fruition, it is one example of a local government functioning in way that truly helps those in need, and in a fiscally responsible manner.

Upcoming EMC meetings!

March 14th at 7:00pm

April 11th and May 9th
At the Transit Center

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com




GIS Partnership Award

Submitted by Karen Edelstein 

In late October 2006, EMC member Karen Edelstein, along with her colleagues Anne Wibiralske (professor of environmental sciences at Hobart and William Smith Colleges), Kathy Engel (Friends of the Forest), and Jim Hall (NewFields, LLC), received the New York GIS Coordination Program's 2006 GIS Partnership Award. The award presentation took place at the New York State GIS Conference in Lake Placid, NY.

The project had its start in 2003 when Edelstein and Engel started working with GIS to model areas of oldest forest in the Finger Lakes National Forest, analyzing landcover data derived from historical aerial photography. Using GIS to compare tree cover from 1938 through the present, they could create maps of land that had been in continual forest, at least for the past 60 years. In 2005, the project expanded as it became part of an environmental senior seminar at HWS led by Anne Wibiralske, with technical support from Jim Hall, who then worked at the Finger Lakes Institute at HWS. The class visited the National Forest, met with Forest Service staff, and increased their GIS mapping and analytical skills, producing new information to assist regional forest management and protection efforts.

The partnership award recognizes the positive outcomes in communication, improved cross-organizational relationships, ecological understanding, and new knowledge developed through collaborative efforts. For Edelstein, Engel, and Wibiralske, in particular, it was a particular honor to be acknowledged for the type of work that they have been doing individually and collectively for many years. An important underpinning of this project is how it underscored the value of improving relationships among stakeholders in long-term environmental management discussions. In addition, the value of education and bringing new information to the table helped to enhance the dialogue around management of the Forest. Award recipients hope that this project can serve as an inspiration and model for similar work in the future.




























