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Orientation for New Members

Orientation will be held for new members at 6:30 p.m. before the January 10th meeting.  Members who joined mid-year in 2006 are also welcome.  

Oath of Office

Aurora Valenti, Tompkins County Clerk, will administer the oath of office to new and recently reappointed members at the beginning of the January meeting.  Please be prompt!  This is first on the agenda.  
January Organizational Meeting

Committees, goals, and liaisons are on the January agenda.  Each member is expected to serve on one or more committees.  Instead of or in addition to committee membership, members can sign up to interact with other groups.  In 2006 we had liaisons to:  Cornell Univ. Lake Source Cooling, Intermunicipal Organization for Cayuga Lake Management Planning, Ag & Farmland Protection Board, Water Resources Council, Cornell Community Waste Management Advisory Committee, Adopt-A-Highway.   

Welcome New Members

Jonathan Baker is a new At-Large member.    

Jon has a background in environmental and policy analysis, having majored in political science and environmental studies, with a minor in geology.  As a member of the University of Pennsylvania’s Facilities Department, Jon assembled campus recycling data, designed a new advertising campaign to increase student awareness around recycling issues, and organized and supervised the distribution of 2,500 compact fluorescent light bulbs among students.  

Marissa Weiss Is also a new At-Large member.  

A seven year resident of Tompkins County, Marissa is a graduate student in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at Cornell 




University where she studies the consequences of human activities for climate change.  Having trained in environmental science research and the interpretation of scientific literature, she has a strong desire to bridge the gap between science, policy makers, and stakeholders.

Martha Ferger is a new EMC member who will represent the Village of Dryden.  She is a Cornell University retiree with a doctorate in biochemistry.  She says she brings the strengths of a scientific background, and “knows lots of people in the county.”  So if she doesn’t know you yet, it’s time to get acquainted!

Protecting Open Space

Submitted by Steve Nicholson  
Did you know that at least four Unique Natural Areas are directly involved in land use issues? Adjacent to Sapsucker Woods, Game Farm Rd, Cayuga Inlet, and Hogs Hole, sections of these UNAS are likely to be altered by development. The EMC should plan to fully revise the UNA document by 2010, and actively seek greater protection of our existing open space resources. New York State's new conservation easement tax credit provides landowners with reimbursement of up to 25 percent of local taxes paid on land under easement on an annual basis. At the federal level, the pensions bill includes additional incentives for prospective easement donors. The bill increases the maximum allowable deduction for an easement donation from 30 to 50 percent of adjusted gross income. Farmers may deduct up to 100 percent of their income. On December 12, The Finger Lakes Land Trust announced its goal of creating an "Emerald Necklace" of protected open space around Ithaca that will link 50,000 acres of existing public lands. Extending from the Finger Lakes National Forest in the west to Connecticut Hill State Wildlife Management Area in the south and Hammond Hill State Forest in the east, the Necklace encompasses a diverse landscape of forested hills, agricultural valleys, and rural hamlets.  The area serves as the 

more News! (
headwaters for a number of streams feeding Cayuga Lake as well as tributaries to the Susquehanna River and the Chesapeake Bay. "The use of conservation easements will actually serve as our primary approach to protecting land within the Emerald Necklace," says Land Trust director Andrew Zepp.  In many regions, land conservationists are struggling to protect the last undeveloped parcels. In Tompkins County we have the opportunity now to protect significantly sized bio-corridors, whose value will become ever more apparent. 



Upcoming EMC meetings!

February 14th at 7:00pm

March 14th and April 11th
At the Transit Center

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com




























