
Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting

Date:		September 10, 2015 
Time:		4:00pm
Location:	Old Jail Conference Room, 125 E. Court St.

Attendees:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Ben Carver
	A
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	E
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	E
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline



	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	E
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Ron Szymanski
	A
	Village of Freeville

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Jose Lozano
	A
	Associate Member

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant



Guests in attendance: Irene Weiser, Town of Caroline, Town Board Member

Call to Order– The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:10 pm.

Approval of Minutes – July meeting minutes were approved by consensus, though the group lacked a quorum. Minutes will be revisited at a subsequent meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]Energy Report – Brian Eden reported that Matt Johnston has been hired as the Program Director for HeatSmart Tompkins. Yesterday the prospective installers for the project took part in a technical conference for finalists who had submitted applications in response to the 49-page request for proposals and had been selected after extensive interviews. Tomorrow a press release will identify the installers who have been selected. Public meetings will take place on September 19 at the Lehman Alternative School from 10:00-12:00 and October 9, at the Town of Ithaca Hall from 7:00 - 9:00. Iberdrola has chosen Tompkins County as the location to develop a demonstration project and final approval to proceed has been granted by the Public Service Commission. Their demonstration project, Community Energy Coordination, is a program that aims to align our community energy goals with both the Reforming the Energy Vision (REV) program and NYSEG’s practices. Brian went on to note that the Geothermal Energy Systems Tax Credit bill passed both houses of the NYS Legislature unanimously and is currently awaiting the signature of Governor Cuomo. He expressed his concerns with the 3 month delay in approval. Community Solar net-metering was approved by the Public Service Commission on July 17th. There currently are some limitations on specified distributed generation zones, low income participation, and caps on capacity. The CIITAP tax abatement process for the City is being revised. The City has appointed a new Reform Committee that will focus on energy efficiency in building construction. The initial proposal would require energy reductions of 20% above the current code and would follow-up with monthly benchmarking to assure the City that the goals were being achieved The Residential Energy Score Project is undergoing its final review. The City of Ithaca has submitted an application with the Federal Government for funds from the Partners for Places program that would require 50% matching funds from the City. The funding would be used to study energy policies to encourage or mandate green building standards.
Environmental Review – Brian Eden reported on the progress with the pesticide use reduction policy and indicated the committees’ intention to form a stakeholder’s committee and receive recommendation from the community.   Brian expressed his concerns with storm management plans of the 902 Dryden Road project in Varna, and made note that no comments were made. The Village of Trumansburg water wells project is currently up for environmental review. The project calls for two additional wells; updates will follow at a later date.  

Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson reported that the resolution to introduce Salmon Creek as a Unique Natural Area is in the final stages, and will be introduced next month as new addition to the inventory. On September 17th,   there will be a meeting with Jeremy Thomas, Director, Cornell University Real Estate, to discuss the Sapsucker Woods expansion that was previously postponed at their request. Scott Doyle reported on the UNA postcards that are being created as part of the outreach to land owners; updates will follow. 

Executive Committee – Steve Nicholson reported that the Executive Committee met. Presentations will be given on the Energy Roadmap in October followed by a presentation on the Cayuga Lake Modeling Process in November. Martha Ferger accepted her lifetime achievement award on from the Environmental Management Council and kindly submitted a letter of gratitude. Steve also noted Spring Buck reluctantly turned in her resignation of her At-Large seat on the EMC.

Staff Report – Scott Doyle reported that Katie Borgella, Deputy Commissioner, Planning Department, will be giving a presentation on the Energy Roadmap at the meeting on October 8th.  He made note of the updates that were made to the Communication Guidelines and provided the revised copies to members asking for their input. He went on to report that Ms. Shenk of Ithaca High School is currently seeking volunteer projects for her students, and suggested offering opportunities to volunteer for the Statewide EMC Fall Conference or UNA Committee project work. 

Members expressed their concerns with the possibility for limited or lack of funding for the UNA efforts.

Resolution: Cayuga Power Plant Coal Combustion Residuals Landfill Contamination – Brian Eden reported on EMC Resolution 03-2015 (included in the agenda), requesting funding for the evaluation of possible contamination caused by the Cayuga Power Plant. The resolution will be presented at the Legislature meeting on September 17, and will include a presentation by Professional Geologist, Mark Qualls. Last week letters were sent to various legislators, and a presentation was given to the members of the Water Resources Council on June 15th. Dan Klein made the motion to move Resolution 03-2015, seconded by Steve Bissen. Discussions centered on responsibility for monitoring the plant, the cost for hiring a consultant, and shortening the title. Resolution 03-2015 was tabled due to a lack of quorum and need for added refinement, and will be revisited at a later date. 

Statewide EMC/CAC Conference Planning – Steve Nicholson reported on the upcoming conference on October 16th, and passed around a sign-up sheet encouraging members to volunteer in the food, publicity, or registrations sectors of the conference. Members will receive a free meal in return for their support.  

Clearing the Air: Myths and Facts about the Cayuga Power Plant – Irene Weiser, Town Board member; Town of Caroline, opened her presentation by providing background information on the Cayuga Power Plant and then gave an overview of the history of operations. Built in the mid 1950’s, the power plant was originally owned by NYSEG, and purchased by AES in 1998. Declining coal prices caused the plant put their operations on hold, declaring bankruptcy in 2011.  Power reliability issues with the Auburn area were taken into account, and two proposals were introduced by the Public Service Commission. The first repowering proposal would involve upgrading the power transmission lines in the Auburn area, the latest and current repowering proposal calls for both the burning of coal and gas. In 2012, the Reliability Support Services Agreement went into effect, and the company emerged from bankruptcy and became the Cayuga Power Plant.  

Irene closed her presentation by going over the myths and facts of the facility, noting common belief that outages would occur if the plant closed. She went on to present information on the Day-Ahead Market and the New York Control Regions’ map comparing the peak demands and, generating capacity. To view the entire presentation and learn about common misconceptions of the facility closing please visit: http://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/files/emc/presentations/Cayuga%20Power%20Plant%20Presentation.pdf


Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 6:30 PM

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
Approved by Council on October 8, 2015

